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“Welcome to the Neighborhood”
by
Suzanne Davis

A real estate agency is turned upside-down when faced with the

prospect of one scandalous sale. A modern-day parable illustrating the
Incarnation. Themes: Christmas, Incarnation, Salvation, Worldliness vs. God’s
Wisdom

Gloria- real estate agent

Will- Gloria’s assistant/trainee

John- political/governing VIP)

Secret Service agent- non-speaking role

Modern day

Gloria and Will wear professional clothing; John wears a full
suit; secret service agent wears black.

Large city map

Pencils

Desks and office chairs

Laptop or desktop monitor with keyboard

Coffee pot and Styrofoam cups (optional).

Christmas celebrates that Jesus “dwelt among us” John 1:14, Phil. 2:5-11
Be careful with “John” as a character; note that while his position points toward a
Christ figure, he is not Jesus. Additionally, take care not to add anything (explicit

or implicit) that would imply any specific political figure, past or present.

Approximately 6-7 minutes
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"Welcome to the Neighborhood"

) elto his ear a ing, o.
im i [ / lar ity ma
X lell ee por a of Styr ups.
es. Yes, this is Royal Realty. (Pause) Great, let me put you through to an

agent. (Pause)You're welcome, have a great day. Good morning, Royal
Realty. Sure. Please hold.

urs@ R hIad the ioccupied station.

Gloria enters w.

Gloria:

Will: (Replacing the receiver) Oh, hey! | didn't know you were coming in
today.

Gloria:  Wasn't planning on it. Just r ome market values and I'm heading
out.

Will: Well, if you're gonna come in on‘@day off, this is the day to do it. It's
been crazy.

Gloria: wh ike.to hear. Ougteam’s e | i ek, huh?

Will: hr onuslis | g It at.

Gloria:l  (Lifting inlackhowledg. ] to“c

Will: Cheers. (He suddenly notices something outside a window)What the—

what’

ere?
ori ooking overihi / a fc
ill t'snota”l " That's a'motorcade.

Gloria:  Okay, wait, someone’s getting out. I'm trying to— hold on. That’s Secret
Service.

Will: What? No way. You m — (takes closer look)Whoa. That's Secret
Service.

Gloria: See? | told you it was—Oh my goodness. OH MY GOODNESS. Is that
him?

: ¥ .oht HIM. Yeahjthat'si ing insi
Gloria: | Inside HE
: Looks . u
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"Welcome to the Neighborhood"

1 (Scr ga ) But that's
HER
Will: ow—didn't hisffather'grow up her

connection.

Gloria:  Sure. Like, seventy years ago. | still don’t see what that has to do with—

Gloria:

John: Thank you, the ple
Madison.

Gloria:  I'm Gloria Regan, and

yourself comfortable. get you? Whatever you'd like...

John: Well, I'd like to buy a house here in the city. | think I'm in the right place.

i ! e, h a séa 3 some lunch while
3 i a S ins typ ill opens his
/ ing, i w. If you're
thinki mmer home, i nth e of the

lake are exquisite. This one here (angles the screen in John’s direction) is
designed so that three sides of the main house feature a view of the

lak - t a
hat autif ,R
' Would yo he countrysi

acres...gorgeous exposed beams. Four bedrooms and a master suite...

Gloria:

hn:

lo

John: Actually, | meant right

Gloria:  (Confused)Well—we rvice the greater city area, but of course you

John: I'm sorry, Ma'am, | don't think I've made myself very clear. What | mean
to say is, there’s a specific house here in the city that | would like to buy. |
have the address here, if you don't mind... (Will re-enters)The address is

?
hn gives the
o,tiau 7
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"Welcome to the Neighborhood"

Of cours
1a: No! I me Al
e thing, i
So...?

John:

Gloria: W ud u eople. m these
people.
John: Regan. What ki olitician doesn’t want to be around people?

Gloria:  Please don't make me answer that. Sir, I'm afraid you don’t understand.
South Parish Ave is not only densely populated, but it's populated by

rather...unsavory
John: Unsavory.
Will: Aggressive. Inconsiderate. Be .Uncouth.

John: (A fittle amused) Uncouth?

Will: .
Gloria: | show you anyth ‘d eg, bu uld strongly
rec

John: That's the house | want. 1-0-0-5 South Parish Ave.

Well— u s on.a phate and both sh if/
ince)
s it That" .

Will makes an exaggerated incredulous face.

ria:

oh

~

Gloria:  Sir, forgive me if I'm offéfding ...do you know what you're
looking at?
John: I'm looking at my haguse.

Gloria:  Oh! (Suddenly relieved) Are you opening a not-for-profit? That makes

sense. This would be the perfect location for a community home, or an
loria: ? u C

John: That's the plan.
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"Welcome to the Neighborhood"

John: m sure that's a matter of personal opinion.

Gloria:  Municipal opinion, actually. Let the city knock this one down, Sir. It

h en ed fory . Roof ; amage all
t hout'the second
Will: I almost'guarantee this back wall isirotted through all the way to the

gro

Gloria:  He's right. Put your foot on that side deck and you'd go right through.
John: (Shaking his head, saddened built to look like that.

Gloria:  No, but that’s what ha add up the costs to take off the
roof, demolish those i allsireplace the siding, the windows, and

the exterior doors...

Will: realisti ? Fhat's bake minimuim
Gloria:QEnMsi @ PVMaE
John: Aesthe 1?

Will: (Slowly and deliberately)1t’s ugly.

nge.
ell, there are some things WO ge. (P, cl, r
instance, here et you'relookin (indicates a n th

map), and here’s the area where 58 percent of all violent crimes in the
city occur (draws a circle around that spot).

John:

ori

Will: And not to state the o us, Sir, meone of your standing...that is,
your position...yourr, tion..

John: What are you getti

Will: (Awkwardly)Well, you'd be a target for— (finally points at the circle)for
THAT.
John: . . lwantithis house.
Glaria: i e name of all that is hely, do'youw
borhood and is cOhdem , forsake

stinkhole?
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"Welcome to the Neighborhood"

My fath at b
la: || (Aftera HI ?
John: ,yes and no, Ma'a e designed it and framed it a am

the nails. But he didn't make it what it is now. If you saw the original,
you wouldn’t recognize it.

Gloria: Well. 1/had no ide
John: Infact, itwasone of the first ses on/this street. My dad’s vision for
th muni s quite differentfrom what you see today, as you

might guess.

Gloria: Of course. And, Sir, la
want to see you movejon—a

or your disappointment. But |
to something appropriate.

Will: Can’t you just have your fathe another house for you?

John: Sure, and he has, but that’s not the issue. (Leaning in)Bottom line, I'm
here to buy back this property. | won't stand around and let my father’s

e d.
Gloria: tle e / , S cleatly ir t you can
b ack the propert hout'ha live e hause.

John: Second, I'm not about to give up on my father’s neighborhood. If I'm
going to buy a house in it, 'm going to be one of them.

| y jAW] e
d “s

Gloria:  But would you look for just a minute? You're a brilliant man—you don’t
need me to tell you how ridiculous this is going to look.

John: No, Ma’am, | don’t ne to tel

Gloria:  Well, I do hope youlll reconsider. You've completely lost me. But if that’s
the house you want, it’s yours. (7o Will) Go ahead and start the
paperwork. (In a lower tone) Just— don’t put my name on this sale,
okay? (Grabs her coffee cup and exits.)

Will: So..[l'll, uh, startright on'tha rw He pauses, then sudd
leans for | ask you a question? ods)This is going
cost sn'tit? -

John: Yes.
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"Welcome to the Neighborhood"

2JRCHASE

e sure
John: Mr. Lawson, nothing’s going to change my mind.
Will:

Lights out.

REMOVE
WATERMARK
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