“Untie the Donkey: Sin”
by

Don Bosley
What

Two of the Lord’s disciples are sent to fetch the donkey that will carry Jesus into
the city. Problem is, the donkeys have refused to be untied—from their
busyness, their comfort, their pride, or their worries. At last they meet the
donkey who is right for the Lord’s purpose: the one that is willing to be freed
from his Sin. (Note: The Untie the Donkey skits can each be played stand-alone,
or as a five-week series culminating on or near Palm Sunday. If done as a series,
this would be the final episode.)
Themes: Surrender, Spiritual Bondage, Faithfulness, God’s Purposes, Sin, Trust,
Palm Sunday

Who

Bart
Andy
Wayne
Reader

When

Present. More or less.

Wear
(Props)

“Hitching post” that says Sin on it
Rope

Why

Matthew 6:25-34; Matthew 8:18-22; James 4:4; Mark 4:1-20; Matthew 13:22

How

The rope is the key piece of imagery, with one end looped around Wayne's neck
and the other tied off to the hitching post. Some troupes have put Bart and
Andy in biblical garb to emphasize their disciple identity, but they can also be
played in modern-day clothing.

Time

Approximately 3 minutes
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Wayne sits in a chair looking forlorn. He has a length of rope looped around his neck,
and the other end tied to a singular hitching post that says Sin.
Reader:

“As they approached Jerusalem…Jesus sent two disciples, saying to
them, ‘Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey
tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If
anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he
will send them right away.”

Bart and Andy enter, not yet seeing Wayne. Bart is trudging wearily.
Bart:

It’s hopeless, man. Let’s face it: donkeys aren’t what they used to be.

Andy:

We’ll find the right one.

Bart:

Used to be, you untied a donkey to bring him into the Lord’s service, he
stayed untied. Now you go looking for one to carry the Lord
triumphantly into the city…and noooOOOOooo! The minute you untie
them, they tie themselves back up. This one’s too tied to their comfort.
This one’s too tied to their worries. Tied to their pride. Tied to their
busyness. It’s an epidemic!

Andy:

If the Lord says we’ll find the right donkey to carry him, then we know
that donkey’s out here.

They come toward Wayne.
Bart:

Oh, yeah. This one looks like a winner. (turning to leave) Let’s go.

Andy:

Wait…

Bart:

You think the Lord’s going to let a sinner get the honor of carrying him
into the city? (wrinkling nose) Aw, man, you can just smell the sin on this
one. Who knows how long he’s been tied up to Sin like that!

Andy:

(to Wayne) Excuse me.

Wayne looks up sadly, then seems to cower and look at the ground.
Andy:

The Lord has need of you today.

Wayne:

I…I think you’ve got the wrong donkey.

Bart:

See? He knows. Next!

Andy:

(to Wayne) Can I ask you something? Why do you think we’ve got the
wrong donkey?

Wayne:

Isn’t it obvious?
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Bart:

It is to some of us.

Wayne:

Let’s just say I’m a pretty lowly creature. I think you guys are probably
looking for a white stallion or something like that.

Bart:

Finally! Can I get an amen?!

Andy:

The Lord didn’t tell us to go find a white stallion. He told us to look for a
donkey who would need to be untied.

Wayne:

He…he did?

Andy:

He did. He has a very specific purpose for you right now. Would you like
to be untied?

Wayne stares at him in disbelief.
Wayne:

You know, I’ve…I’ve never told anybody this, but…I do want to be
untied. I’ve been bound up like this for so long.

Bart:

Yeah? Exactly how long?

Andy:

(hand on Bart) Brother…that doesn’t actually matter, does it? Don’t you
remember where the Lord found us, and how long we’d been in that
state?

Bart frowns and considers this awkwardly.
Bart:

Well…now that you mention it…if the Lord only took white stallions,
we’d still be there, wouldn’t we?

Andy:

(smile) We would. (to Wayne) Take it from us. With Jesus, it doesn’t
matter where you’ve been, what you’ve been bound up by, or how long
you’ve been that way. What matters is that you truly want to be free.

Wayne:

You guys will never know, in my deepest heart, how I want that.

Bart:

(untying him) Done!

Wayne:

Now what happens?

Andy:

Now the Lord cleans you up, and uses you to ride in and take the city.

Wayne:

(beginning to exit with them) Why me?

Bart:

No earthly idea.

Andy:

It’s one of the Lord’s great mysteries.
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Wayne:

Well…I don’t always walk straight. Sometimes I lose focus. And I have a
lousy habit of diverting to the side of the road and filling myself up on
whatever I see there. But…if the Lord still wants to use me to ride in and
take the city…well, I want to be as available to him as I can possibly be.
And I am willing to be trained.

Andy and Wayne exit, and Bart watches them go. He is finally convinced.
Bart:

Good donkey.

He exits.
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