“Untie the Donkey: Busyness”
by

Don Bosley
What

Two of the Lord’s disciples are sent to fetch the donkey that will carry Jesus into
the city. Problem is, the donkeys refuse to be untied— in this case, from their
busy schedule. (Note: The Untie The Donkey skits can each be played standalone, or as a five-week series culminating on or near Palm Sunday.)
Themes: Surrender, Worldliness, Spiritual Bondage, Faithfulness, God’s
Purposes, Palm Sunday

Who

Bart
Andy
Fran
Reader

When

Present…more or less

Wear
(Props)

Office chair
Hitching post that says “Busyness” on it
Rope

Why

Matthew 6:25-34; Matthew 8:18-22; James 4:4

How

The rope is the key piece of imagery, with one end looped around Fran’s neck
and the other tied to the hitching post. Liberated from bondage to be used for
Christ’s purposes, we often tie ourselves right back up again. The untying and
retying can be a fun physical shtick that pounds the point. Some troupes have
put Bart and Andy in biblical garb to emphasize their disciple identity, but they
can also be played in modern-day clothing.

Time

Approximately 4 minutes
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Fran sits in a chair, working furiously on a laptop before her. She has a length of rope
looped around her neck, and the other end tied to a hitching post that says Busyness.
Reader:

“As they approached Jerusalem, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to
them, ‘Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey
tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If
anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he
will send them right away.”

Bart and Andy enter, not yet seeing Fran.
Bart:

I don’t get it.

Andy:

What.

Bart:

The donkey thing.

Andy:

What about it?

Bart:

He wants us to find him a donkey?

Andy:

Not just a donkey. A very particular donkey. A donkey set aside for this
very specific purpose.

Bart:

The Lord wants to ride into the city, make his grand entrance, bringing
his glory and his kingdom…on the back of a donkey?

Andy:

That’s what he said.

Bart:

Seems a little low-rent, don’t you think? A donkey’s not gonna impress
anybody. Check it out: White. Stallion. Bam.

Andy:

He didn’t ask for a white stallion.

Bart:

Yeah, but he shoulda.

Andy:

We’re not bringing a white stallion.

Bart:

But I know a guy…!

Andy:

Donkey. That’s what he said, that’s what we’re bringing him. Our job is
just to trust him.

Bart:

Yeah, but where we supposed to find a donkey who can carry the Lord
into the city…

He stops as Andy approaches Fran. She is working hard and doesn’t notice them. Bart
points to Fran and raises his eyebrows at Andy. Andy nods with a smile and begins to
untie the rope from the post.
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Fran:

Um…excuse me?!

Andy:

(reassuringly) There, there. The Lord has need of you today.

Fran:

(taking rope back, tying it up) He…he what? Who?

Andy:

The Lord. The King of heaven and earth. The author of all creation.

Bart:

You’ve heard of him, right?

Andy:

He wants to use you to ride in and take the city today.

Bart:

(aside to her) I don’t get it, either.

Fran:

Wait…today?

Andy:

Yes. (taking rope from post)

Fran:

I can’t!

Andy:

Sorry?

Fran:

(taking rope back tying it up) Come on, you guys, I’m totally slammed

here! I mean, he could’ve called ahead, you know?

Andy:

He…often doesn’t…

Fran:

Tell me about it! Look, I’d love to be there, you know I would. It sounds
like a hoot, but I’m already late dialing in for this teleconference. And
this client’s a piece of work, he’s gonna freak, boy. (beginning to dial) I
still gotta get across town to get my husband’s dry-cleaning, because
he’s convinced that he’s gotta have the favorite turtleneck for the
dinner party on Friday. He thinks it brings out the blue in his eyes; I tell
him, your eyes are brown already! Get over it. I got inventory reports
due tomorrow, I’m sure I’ll be up working on those till midnight. Fish
sticks or pizza for dinner, kids, have at it. So help me, if someone shows
up with extra math homework, I’m gonna lose it.

Andy:

But…we’re here to untie you from all that and lead you to a greater
purpose. (untying rope) The Lord has need of you today.

Fran:

Of course he does! Who doesn’t? Good ol’ Fran, everybody grab a limb
and pull!

Bart:

It’s quite an honor, you know, that the Lord would want to use you to
ride in and take the city …

Fran:

Oh, no doubt, no doubt! I’ll tell you one thing: (suddenly) Juice boxes!
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Andy:

Beg pardon?

Fran:

(taking rope, retying it to post) Jimmy’s got a game at 4, my turn to
bring the juice boxes. I knew I should’ve traded with Carson’s mom!
Ugh! Tell you what: I want to help the Lord out, but can it be tomorrow?

Andy:

Tomorrow?

Fran:

(scrolling phone planner) Later this week is even better. Saturday— yes!

Saturday at 11.

Bart:

Saturday…at 11.

Fran:

Right! Saturday at 11, I’m available for the Lord if he wants to use me to
ride in and take the city! Is he free?

Bart:

You’re asking…if the Lord is free…to take the city on your schedule?

Andy is reaching for the rope on the post, and Fran slaps his hand.
Fran:

Yeah, check it out with him, get back to me. I’m going to just punch it in
here, Saturday at 11. (tightening rope on the post) I’ll probably have to
leave early, though, because I really need to get the meat marinating for
the Johnsons’ barbecue. It’s to celebrate their daughters’ baptism— I
know the Lord will be happy about that! (phone vibrates; she picks it up)
Stan! Yeah, sorry, got hung up…

Without looking up, Fran waves goodbye to Bart and Andy. They walk away a few
steps.
Bart:

Um…didn’t we untie her?

Andy:

I thought we did. Perhaps she’s the wrong donkey.

Bart:

Yeah, perhaps. (as they exit) You know, you should read ahead to
Revelations, brother. You don’t get this nonsense with white horses.
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