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a script from 

“The Quiet of Wonder: A Socially Distanced Drama for 2020”  
by 

David J. Swanson 
 
 
 

What As a group recaps the struggles of 2020, we are reminded that in the quiet of 
Christmas Eve we can find the wonder of Christmas. Designed to be performed 
socially distanced. 
 
Themes: Christmas, 2020, Fear, Anxiety, Savior, Sacrifice, Pandemic, Stress 

 
Who Actor 1 

Actor 2 
Actor 3 
Actor 4 
Actor 5 

  

 
When December, 2020 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

Warm Christmas sweaters as if they were a small, informal choir of carolers. 
Pitch pipe 

 
Why Matthew 1:20-23; John 1:1,14; Matthew 1:21; Isaiah 9:6 
 
How The entire script can be rehearsed and performed with actors being 6' away at 

all times. Actors can even be mic'd with floor mics if needed. Use your lighting 
to add to the drama. 
 
This could also be performed as a Reader’s Theatre, in which case each actor will 
need a black binder to read from.  

 
Time Approximately 4-5 minutes 
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Actor 1, Actor 2, Actor 3, Actor 4, and Actor 5 come to center stage in warm 
Christmas sweaters. They are a cozy 6 feet apart. They will spread out more later. 

Actor 1 plays a pitch pipe and they sing a cappella: 

 Hark how the bells, sweet silver bells, all seem to say throw cares away 

 Looping, fading 

 Throw cares away, throw cares away, throw cares away, throw cares 
away. 

Actor 1: Throw cares away? (Pause) Wha—? Who wrote this? When was this 
written? 

Actor 2, Actor 3, Actor 4, Actor 5: Hark how the bells, sweet silver bells, all seem to 
say throw cares away— 

Actor 1: This is not a song for 2020! Throw my cares away…because I heard 
some bells? (beat) Hey, social distance, please. 

They spread out. Actor 1 downstage center, the other four surround him but stay 
distant. 

Actor 1: The year began innocently enough. 

They pop CONFETTI and blow NOISE MAKERS. 

Actor 2, Actor 3, Actor 4, Actor 5: Happy New Year! 

Actor 2: Twenty-twenty woot! 

 Actor 3: Gonna be a great year! 

 Actor 4: Welcome back Roaring Twenties, am I right? Haha. 

 Actor 5: Thank goodness. Can't be worse than 2019! 

Actor 1: And then, the news started pouring in 

 Actor 2: (as newscaster) Wildfires continue to burn in Australia… 

 Actor 3: Oh no, all those cute koala bears! 

 Actor 4: All those people. 

 Actor 5: Thoughts and prayers, Austria. 

 Actor 4: It's Australia. 

PURCHASE 
SCRIPT 

TO  
REMOVE 

WATERMARK  
AT 

SKITGUYS.COM 



“The Quiet of Wonder” 

 3

 Actor 5: I've never been to either, so… 

 Actor 1: We watched and prayed the year improved from there. 

 Actor 3: (as newscaster) Today we mourn the loss of basketball great Kobe 
Bryant… 

 Actor 1: But it didn't. 

 Actor 2: In a helicopter! On the way to his daughter's basketball game? Aw, man. 

 Actor 1: And while we processed that— 

 Actor 5: (as newscaster) Impeachment proceedings continue today as the 
President of the United States— 

Actor 1: And then when we thought we were through that— 

 Actor 4: (as newscaster) Lockdowns go into place in the city of Wuhan to try and 
control the spread of something called, and I hope I'm pronouncing this 
correctly…coronavirus 

 Actor 5: Man, I would hate to be them, you know what I mean? 

Actor 3: Those poor people. 

Actor 5: Wow, 2020 is so great, it's gone viral. (He laughs at his own bad joke) 

 Actor 2: Coronavirus is serious. 

 Actor 1: And that's about when things got contentious. 

 Actor 5: Is it? Hey, I would tell you a coronavirus joke but I don't want to wait two 
weeks to see if you get it. 

He air high-fives Actor 4. 

Actor 3: (as newscaster) The World Health Organization has declared a 
pandemic— 

Actor 5: They what now? 

Actor 2: You mean it's coming here? 

Actor 3: It's already here. 

Actor 1: So, what are we gonna do? 

Actor 2: Wash your hands. 
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Actor 3: Don't touch your face. 

Actor 5: Hashtag stay home 

Actor 4: It's all a hoax, right? 

Actor 1: Stay home? We can't all stay home. The kids gotta go to school right? 

Actor 2, Actor 3: School is canceled! 

Actor 1: What!? 

Actor 4: This is all very suspicious. 

Actor 1: What do you mean school is canceled? 

Actor 2: We're just not going to do it anymore. 

Actor 1: I have to go to work. Who's going to watch the kids? 

Actor 2, Actor 3: Work is canceled! 

Actor 1: I lost my job? 

Actor 3: Temporarily. 

Actor 1: So, what do I do? 

Actor 3: Just stay home. 

Actor 4: See? See what you've done? Look, he's out of work now. Are you happy? 

Actor 5: Let's binge-watch some shows…for three months straight. 

Actor 3: I finished Netflix. What else is on? 

Actor 1: So, we're going to be stuck at home watching the news all day. How bad 
can it be? 

FX- Lights change to a flickering blue. 

They stare straight ahead and look in horror at an imagined TV. They are horrified at 
what they see. 

Actor 3: This has to stop. 

Actor 4: This can't go on. 

Actor 2: We should march and protest. 

PURCHASE 
SCRIPT 

TO  
REMOVE 

WATERMARK  
AT 

SKITGUYS.COM 



“The Quiet of Wonder” 

 5

Actor 5: We should wait for the results of the investigation. 

Actor 3: (heartbroken) It keeps happening! 

Actor 5: Statistically it's not anymore— 

Actor 2: He couldn't breathe! 

Actor 1: What should I do? What do I say? 

Actor 2: Did you post a black square? 

Actor 3: Take a knee. 

Actor 5: Stand, if you're a patriot. 

Actor 4: If you stay silent, you're part of the problem. 

Actor 1: As a Christian, what should I do? 

Actor 1 finds himself surrounded by a rising cacophony of noise which builds. The 
actors play to Actor 1.  

Actor 2: Wash your hands.  Actor 3: Speak truth to power 

Actor 4: Live your life.  Actor 5: Boycott Netflix 

Actor 2: Wear your mask.  Actor 3: Black lives matter 

Actor 4: If you want, sure.  Actor 5: All lives matter 

Actor 2: Six feet apart.   Actor 3: Systemic racism  

Actor 4: Don't take my liberties.  Actor 5:  Just a few bad apples 

Actor 2: Pray for vaccine.  Actor 3: Take a knee. 

Actor 4: Never in a million years. Actor 5: Show some respect. 

Their voices merge into constant improvised shouting at Actor 1. He holds his hands 
over his ears. The other four improv e.g. "Why don't you do something? You don't 
believe that. I can't believe you, etc" 

Actor 1 waves his arms as he speaks and the lights on the others go out until we just 
have lights on Actor 1. 

Actor 1: (overlapping) Stop! Stop! STOP and Listen! 

Silence. 
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 Listen… 

All is quiet. He listens intently. 

Actor 1: (whispering) Listen…listen. 

When all is quiet finally, faintly we hear 

SFX: a soft female voice sings the chorus "Gloria in excelsis deo" from "Angels from the 
Realms of Glory" 

Actor 1: (whispering, overlapping) Do you hear it? 

Actor 1: (heavenward) Oh, God, what a mess we are. What a mess we've made. 
(beat, to audience) We come to Christmas with our decorations and our 
favorite sweaters to fight the long nights and never-ending cold. 
Christmas is a string of lights in the dead of winter and it makes no 
difference…if it's just our lights. A string of lights…overwhelmed by the 
blackness of winter. 

 What a mess. 

 But if you listen… Listen. You hear the call to that baby in the manger. 
God come down to earth. For us. Not the version of us in our sweaters 
and our pretty lights. Not the version we bring to Christmas Eve service. 
He came for us…for the mess. 

 God looked at us, in our worst state and said "I will redeem that. I will 
sacrifice, for that mess. I will send my Son…to die…for them." 

 And that is incredible. You can't help but shake your head in wonder. 

 In the darkness… In the mayhem. In the dysfunction. In the noise…God 
came for us. He came, not under a cheap string of colored lights, but 
under a shining star. He came not blaring into the noise as another voice 
in the argument, but on a silent night. He came as the light. As the still 
small voice. If you listen. 

 Singing 

 Gloria, in excelsis deo. 

TO SONG: ANGELS FROM THE REALM OF GLORY 

Or to lights out.  
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