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a script from 

 “The Kneeling Wise Man”  
by 

Sheree Mann 
 

What While setting up a nativity scene and explaining a quirky family tradition, the 
Actress/Actor in this skit realizes that much can be learned from the kneeling 
Wise Man and his journey to Jesus.  
 
Themes: Christmas, Nativity, Wise Men, Magi, Worship 

 
Who 1 Actress or Actor   
 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

Modern Clothing  
A Box large enough to hold the Nativity Set  
2 Small Tables  
Chair 
Nativity Set including Mary, Joseph, Baby Jesus, 1 Shepherd, 1 Sheep, Angel, 2 
Standing Wise Men, and 1 Kneeling Wise Man 

 
Why Matthew 2:11 
 
How The stage should be set with Table #1 on one side of the stage with a chair 

directly next to it. Table #2 should be on the other side of the stage. The 
Actress/Actor should stand behind or to the side of the table, making sure not 
to have her/his back to the audience when setting up the Nativity. Also, make 
sure to place the Nativity Scene figures toward the back of the table, as the front 
of the table will be needed at the end of the skit to highlight the Kneeling Wise 
Man and the Baby Jesus. The Nativity Set should be able to quickly be removed, 
piece by piece, from the box in which it is carried. Unpacking it from an original 
container would take too long and is not recommended. No special lighting is 
required but turning the stage lights off is an optional way to end the skit. 

 
Time Approximately 2-3 minutes 
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Actress/Actor carries in a box containing the Nativity Set and places it on the chair 
next to Table #1. As (s)he speaks the next lines, (s)he places each figure in its 
appropriate spot on the table. 

Actor:  Aw…my favorite part of Christmas decorating…setting up the Nativity. 
Let’s see, Baby Jesus goes in the center, of course. Mary and Joseph right 
there with Him. Hmm. Shepherd and sheep go off to the side, just a bit. 
Angel…here. And then the Wise Men. The Wise Men go… 

Actress/Actor takes all 3 Wise Men and walks them across the stage to the other table. 

 The Wise Men go all the way over here.  

Looks at audience and shrugs as (s)he places them on Table #2. 

 It’s a silly family tradition. You see, years ago, I made the mistake of 
telling my kids that the Magi weren’t technically at the stable. The Bible 
says they came to Mary and Joseph’s house—maybe even a couple 
years later! Well, my kids don’t mess around! After that conversation, I 
found Wise Men everywhere! My kids start them off across the living 
room and each day they move, slowly making their way to Jesus over 
the month of December. (Laughs) I always felt kind of sorry for that poor 
Kneeling Wise Man. Two of them get to walk, but that poor guy has to 
crawl. Walk, Walk, Crawl. Walk, Walk, Crawl. He looks so ridiculous, 
crawling all the way to Jesus! 

 The kids and I laugh at the silly antics of the ornate “Kings”, seemingly 
lost on their living room journey. One day I even found them in the 
bathroom. I was about to scold my little mischief makers, but when my 
youngest looked up at me with her big blue eyes and said, “Mommy, I 
don’t think even Kings can hold it THAT long”, well…let’s just say they 
now make a pit stop there every few days. Two walking, one crawling. 
Even to the bathroom.  

 Walk, walk, crawl. Walk, walk… (Pause) Crawl.  

Picks up Kneeling Wise Man and looks at it, then lets out a short, thoughtful, laugh, as 
if (s)he just realized the picture it makes.  

 THERE’S a picture of my life. Walk, walk, crawl.  

 I mean, I have great intentions. I don’t take the long way on purpose. But 
still, somehow, I rarely go “straight to Jesus”. I usually arrive there after a 
lot of silly antics. My journey is anything but direct. I stumble. A lot! I end 
up on my knees. And I KNOW I look ridiculous crawling all the way to 
Jesus. Walk. Walk. Crawl. 
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Walk with the Kneeling Wise Man over to the full Nativity Set and pick up the Baby 
Jesus. 

 But there He is. My Jesus. In the same place I left Him. Waiting for me. 
Waiting for my gifts…for my worship. Waiting there to deliver me from 
my own choices. Never scolding me for my journey. Never laughing at 
the ridiculousness of my crawl.  

Pause and smile. 

 And the best part?  

Place the Baby Jesus toward the front of Table #1 and place the Kneeling Wise Man 
directly next to Him, front and center of the table to accent the picture. 

 When I finally get there…I’m already kneeling. 

Lights out. Alternatively, Actress/Actor can pick up the box and exit the stage, as if 
(s)he is done decorating and cleaning up. (S)he could be humming “We Three Kings” or 
“Oh Come, Let Us Adore Him” as (s)he leaves.  
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