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The Independence Paradox

By
KenLong

What Avibrant Independence Day BBQ becomes the setting for a surprising
conversation where one man'’s belief in independence is gently unravelled,
revealing that true freedom is found in dependence on God.

Themes: Freedom, Independence, Dependence, Allegiance, Stewardship,
Identity, Gratitude, Fourth of July

Who Sarah: adult female
Liam: adult male
Narrator (optional)

When Present - Independence Day

Costumes Casual modern clothing; Sarah wears patriotic attire.

Props Small flag, BBQ tongs, drinks, printed declaration, chairs, grill (optional)
Why Galatians 5:1
How Sarah, confident and patriotic, begins bold and celebratory. Liam is

measured and reflective. Humor should feel natural. Go big and have a grill
on stage if possible to help the grill miming.
Time Approximately 4 minutes
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“The Independence Paradox”

Lights up. Soft patriotic instrumental music plays.
Optional opening with Narrator speaking directly to audience.
Narrator: Today on Independence Day we celebrate our independence.
Freedom declared. Freedom defended. But what if the greatest
freedom is not found in standing alone?

Music fades. Sarah is setting up a BBQ and proudly plants a flag. Liam enters carrying drinks.

Sarah: This is what it's all about. Independence Day. Freedom. No one telling
you what to do.

Liam: You've fully committed to the theme.
Sarah: Committed? I'm embaodying the spirit.
Liam: No limits?

Sarah: None at all.

Sarah flips imaginary food with flair.

Liam: So... no reliance on anyone?
Sarah: Exactly.
Liam: You grow the food?
Sarah: No.
Liam: Build the BBQ?
Sarah: No.
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Liam:

Sarah:

Liam:

Sarah pauses.

Sarah:

Liam:

Sarah:

Liam:

Sarah:

Liam:

Sarah:

Liam:

“The Independence Paradox”

Made the tongs?

What is this, a survival documentary?

Just checking how independent you really are.

Alright, fair point. But you know what | mean. No one controls me.

As a Christian, I'd say the opposite.

Opposite?

I'm free because I'm not independent.

That makes no sense.

It didn't to me either. Independence Day celebrates freedom from
being ruled.

Exactly.

But Christianity talks about freedom from guilt, fear and always
trying to prove yourself.

Sarah lowers the tongs.

Sarah:

Liam:

Sarah:

That's different.

Instead of saying, | answer to no one, a Christian says, | belong to
God.

Still sounds like less freedom.
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Liam:

Sarah:

Liam:

Sarah sits and reflects.

Sarah:

Liam:

Sarah:

Liam:

Sarah:

Liam:

Sarah:

Liam:

Sarah:

Liam:

“The Independence Paradox”

Unless the One you belong to is the One who sets you free.

So, dependence equals freedom?

In God's kingdom, yes. There is freedom in dependence.

That's backwards.

Or completely right, depending on where you stand.

So, what about all this?

It matters. It's something to be grateful for. But it's not the whole
story. You can be politically free and still feel trapped.

Yeah... that's real.

Or belong to God and be free on the inside.

So, what do you do with that freedom?

Use it for something bigger, much bigger than yourself.

Serving others?

Exactly. Living a life of generous service, just like Jesus did.

Sarah picks up the flag more thoughtfully.

Sarah:

Liam:

So, independence is a gift.

And freedom is a responsibility.
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“The Independence Paradox”

Sarah: And dependence?

Liam: (emphatically) s where it begins.

Sarah: Maybe I've been focused on freedom from... and missed freedom for.
Liam: That's the Independence Paradox.

Sarah flips the food again with a knowing head nod.

Lights fade slowly.
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