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a script from 

 “The Grass Isn’t Greener”  
by 

Jenny Craiger 
 
 
 

What Ethel and Clyde, an elderly married couple, watch as their neighbor buys several 
expensive items. Ethel is jealous and Clyde reminds her that they should focus 
on their own blessings.  
 
Themes: Jealousy, Coveting Others, Gratitude, Envy 

 
Who Clyde 

Ethel 
  

 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

Armchair 
Binoculars 
Newspaper 

 
Why Proverbs 14:30; Exodus 20:17; Proverbs 10:12; Ecclesiastes 4:4 
 
How Actors can use clothes, wigs, glasses, canes, or other props to enhance their 

character and “age” them as needed. This skit is meant to be humorous and the 
lines should be presented to the audience as comfortable bantering between 
an elderly couple to create comedy; lines should not be spoken angrily or with 
bitterness. When the actors look out at the audience with the binoculars, it 
should appear that they are staring out of a window. 

 
Time Approximately 5 to 7 minutes 
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The skit opens with Ethel standing center stage with binoculars. She is looking out at 
the audience and then using the binoculars as if trying to get a closer look at 
something. Clyde is sitting in his armchair next to Ethel, reading the newspaper. 

Ethel: Clyde, did you see what the Jones’ family brought home yesterday? 

Clyde: (still reading the newspaper) What did you say, honey? 

Ethel: (stops staring at the audience through the binoculars and looks at Clyde 
irritably) I SAID, did you see what the Jones’ family bought? 

Clyde: (peers at Ethel over the newspaper) No, Ethel. Because I don’t spy on our 
poor neighbors. 

Ethel: Poor neighbors? I think you must be confused. They just bought a new 
dishwasher. I saw Stan outside yesterday telling the delivery folks where 
to put it.  

Clyde: (absently, as he resumes reading the newspaper) In the kitchen, I’m 
assuming.  

Ethel: How come we don’t go get a new dishwasher? Ours has to be at least 10 
years old. Have you seen the new ones with the third shelf? I bet that’s 
the one that THEY got. (She looks out at the audience again with the 
binoculars) 

Clyde: Ethel. Our dishwasher works just fine.  

Ethel: (looks over at Clyde and rolls her eyes; under her breath) How would 
you know?  

Clyde: (without looking up) What, honey? 

Ethel: (grumbling) Nothing. (Stands up straighter suddenly, looking excitedly 
through the binoculars) I can’t believe it! 

Clyde: (unaffected by her excitement and barely paying attention) Can’t 
believe what, Ethel? 

Ethel: The Jones have another delivery truck in front of their house. It looks 
like…like a brand-new lawn mower. 

Clyde: (suddenly interested, Clyde puts the paper down on the armchair arm 
and stands up) Really? What kind?  

Ethel: (nodding knowingly) Sure, Clyde. Now that it involves precious lawn 
work, you care. 
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Ethel offers the binoculars to Clyde and crosses her arms, watching him. Clyde takes 
the binoculars that Ethel offers and looks out at the audience. 

Clyde: Holy moly! That’s a Grass Raptor 1000 Zero Turn mower with the 
optional leaf bagger accessory. I looked it up. You know that thing even 
has 4-wheel drive? 

Ethel: Why? 

Clyde: (lowers the binoculars, looking at Ethel confused) Why what? 

Ethel: Why does a lawn mower need 4-wheel drive? 

Clyde: Ethel, when it comes to anything with wheels, the question is “why not?” 

Ethel: (shakes her head at him) Clyde, I don’t care if we HAVE been married 50 
years, I will never understand you. 

Clyde: (looks at Ethel with a smile) Ditto, Ethel.  

Clyde hands her the binoculars again before sitting down in his armchair and picking 
up the newspaper. He begins to read. Ethel watches him with her hand on her hip. 

Ethel: That’s it? 

Clyde: What’s it? 

Ethel: I MEAN, you see them with a brand-new lawn mower and you don’t 
have anything else to say?! Over the last 6 months, our neighbors have 
bought every new home appliance and yard tool that’s out there. Not to 
mention they just purchased 2 new vehicles. For goodness sake, their 
16-year-old daughter drives a better car than me! It’s not fair! I just can’t 
watch it anymore! 

Clyde: (looking meaningfully at binoculars) Then maybe you should 
stop…watching them, I mean.  

Ethel: (harrumphing) How can you be so calm about it? We are twice their 
age…at least. We deserve all of that stuff. We’ve worked hard our whole 
lives. 

Clyde: (looking over the paper) It’s just stuff, Ethel. (Ethel looks through 
binoculars again) Besides that, you don’t know what their life is like, not 
really… (under his breath and ducking behind the paper) even if you do 
have them under surveillance like you work for the CIA. 

Ethel: I heard that. 
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Clyde: (playing dumb) Heard what, honey? 

Ethel: (sighing) Clyde? 

Clyde: (engrossed in paper again) Hmmm? 

Ethel: (walks over to Clyde and pushes paper down to get his attention, but 
not angrily) Clyde? Seriously. Your yard is immaculate. You spend hours 
clipping with a pair of scissors and your 30-something neighbors get a 
top-of-the-line lawn mower. Why aren’t you jealous? 

Clyde: (puts down the paper, finally paying attention to Ethel) Ethel. Have you 
seen their grass? It’s a brown and dying. Their yard is a disaster. They 
might have a new lawn mower, but their grass isn’t greener.  

Ethel: Pssh! Clyde that isn’t an answer. You work hard for your yard. Wouldn’t it 
be nice to have a new lawn mower instead of that old run-down one 
that you have to jumpstart every time you use it? (Ethel turns and lifts 
the binoculars again).  

 Clyde stands and walks to Ethel to gently take the binoculars from her. 

Clyde: Well, here IS an answer, Ethel. We’ve been married for 50 years—50 years 
of ups and downs, but 50 years where I have had everything that I have 
ever wanted. I don’t need a new lawn mower or dishwasher or car. I have 
YOU and I wouldn’t trade that for anything. You see, the grass ISN’T 
greener at the Jones’ house. I prefer my own yard.  

Ethel smiles and grabs Clyde’s hand. 

Ethel: Fine, you old coot! You’re right!  

Clyde: I’m going have to write this one down for the books. Ethel said I was 
right on Sunday, the— 

Ethel: (interrupting) Okay, Clyde, don’t let it swell your head! It’s big enough as 
it is. Let’s go make some lunch and then I’ll clean out that old 
dishwasher while you clip the yard.  

They start to walk off stage hand-in-hand, when Ethel takes the binoculars back from 
Clyde. He stops and Ethel continues moving. 

Clyde: (chiding) Ethel— 

Ethel: Stop fussing, Clyde. I’m just taking these to the kitchen so we can use 
them to watch the birds. (Relieved, Clyde starts moving again) And 
maybe see what the Franks are up to.  
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Clyde stops and shakes his head as Ethel exits the stage. 

Lights down. 
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