
©2021 Skit Guys, Inc. Only original purchaser is granted photocopy permission. All other rights reserved. 
“Skit Guys” is a trademark of Skit Guys, Inc. Printed in U.S.A. 

 

a script from 

“The Gift: A Fourth of July Reader’s Theatre” 
by 

Sheree Mann 
 
 

What This Reader’s Theatre duet portrays freedom as a gift to the American people, 
given sacrificially by brave men and women throughout our country's history. 
 
Themes: Fourth of July, Memorial Day, Veteran’s Day, Patriotic, Patriotism, 
America, Flag Day, Military, Founding of America, Declaration of Independence, 
Soldier, Freedom 

 
Who Reader 1 

Reader 2 
Veteran or Current Military Member in Full Dress Uniform (Optional) 
Child (age 5-10) 

  

 
When Present 
 
Costumes 
and  
Props 

Readers and Child should wear any clothing appropriate to event. 
Veteran/Soldier should be in full dress military uniform.  
Small table  
A beautifully gift-wrapped box (large enough for the audience to see but small 
enough for a child to easily hold) 

 
Why Galatians 5:13-14, 1 Peter 2:16 
 
How A small table should be center stage. On it should be a beautifully wrapped gift. 

“Child” should understand that there is nothing inside the wrapped box and it 
should not be unwrapped. (If the child is very young, a separate gift given to 
him/her after the skit would be helpful in this.)  
 
The presentation of the gift by the soldier/veteran to the child should be very 
formal. See the end of the script for instructions. 

 
Time Approximately 2-3 minutes 
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Readers 1 and 2 should stand far enough apart from each other to make a clear 
distinction as to who is speaking. They should stand so as not to block the audience’s 
view of the table and gift. 

Reader 1: In the summer of 1776, 56 brave men framed a gift.  

Reader 2: We hold these truths to be self-evident… 

Reader 1: The gift was unique. Rare. 

Reader 2: …that all men are created equal… 

Reader 1: It was raw. Even dangerous. 

Reader 2: …that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights… 

Reader 1: The gift was priceless yet cost many all they had. 

Reader 2: …that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. 

Pause 

Reader 1: More than 200 years have passed 

Both: And still the gift remains. 

Reader 1: War and peace, unity and division, 

Reader 2: Disaster and tranquility, poverty and prosperity, 

Both: Still the gift remains. 

Reader 2: Through two centuries, brave men and women have defended the gift. 

Reader 1: They have laid aside differences and disagreements, 

Reader 2: Coming together as one, 

Both: in unity, 

Reader 1: to protect the gift. 

Both: And so the gift remains. 

Reader 2: (proudly, with feeling) We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness. 
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Reader 1: Americans from all walks of life have carefully guarded the gift, 

Reader 2: Freely laying down their rights, 

Reader 1: Sacrificing their lives, 

Reader 2: Surrendering their liberty, 

Reader 1: Forsaking their own pursuit of happiness, 

Both: For the gift. 

Pause 

Reader 2: Today, we look back with gratitude, 

Reader 1: Honoring those who have preserved the gift. 

Reader 2: Today we look forward with determination, 

Reader 1: Thankful for the gift that has been entrusted into our hands, 

Reader 2: And compelled to pass it on. 

Reader 1: The gift.  

Both: (slowly and with feeling) The gift of freedom. 

Optional, but highly recommended ending:  

Child enters and stands next to the table with the gift.  

*If the soldier or veteran has ever performed funeral honors, this should be very 
similar.) Soldier/Veteran, in full dress uniform, should perform typical facing 
movements, as in close order drill. He/She should enter the stage from the audience or 
from backstage—stage left. When he/she arrives at the table bearing the gift, he/she 
takes the gift, kneels on one knee, and formally presents the child with the gift. The 
child should reach out and take the gift, then hold it close. The soldier/veteran should 
then stand at attention, salute the child, execute an about-face, facing the audience as 
he/she turns around, and then he/she should move offstage to the left of the 
audience.  

The child should watch him/her until he/she is offstage, and then the child, still 
hugging the gift, can exit the stage.  

 ***To the soldier or veteran: The writer of this script thanks you for your service, and 
for protecting the gift!*** 
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