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a script from 

 “The Challenging Question Challenge”  
by 

Rob Courtney 
 
 

What In this lighthearted skit, several Sunday school teachers compete to be named 
the best in the world. It points to the reality that there are hard questions 
without easy explanations when it comes to teaching about faith and God's 
Word. 
 
Themes:  Trinity, Teachers, Children's Ministry, Teaching, God's Word, Bible, Faith 

 
Who Prudence 

Moderator 
Teacher 12 
Teacher 48  

Teacher 24 
Teacher 19 
Teacher 5 
Teacher 27 

 

 
When Modern day 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

Sunday outfits that can be seen in church.  
Moderator needs a table or desk.  
Prudence and Moderator should have papers or tablets. 

 
Why Ephesians 1:18-19; 1 Timothy 6:16; Isaiah 55:9 
 
How This is designed to have several teacher contestants at once, but it can be 

modified for them to enter in one at a time if there aren’t enough actors. Same 
actors with different costume features (glasses, hats, etc) can be used. Each 
teacher can have a different personality or accent to help distinguish. Prudence 
is the life of the skit to contrast the Moderator’s cold and abrasive delivery. 
Prudence is a TV host so she should reflect appropriate emotions with 
contestants, especially consoling them as they are eliminated. Prudence and 
Moderator should have papers on clipboards (or use tablets) to help with lines 
while acting that they are reviewing notes. 

 
Time Approximately 5 minutes 
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Scene opens. Teachers are all sitting and chatting. Prudence enters. 

Prudence: (reading nervously) Hello everyone! Welcome to the first day of 
competition in the inaugural “Challenging Question Challenge” 
competition. Wait for applause. (pauses and re reads; to herself…) 
Wait for applause. Wait. Oh! You’re supposed to applaud here! So, 
applaud please! 

Teachers reluctantly applaud. 

Prudence: Thank you. That really makes me feel good. You know this is a really 
exciting day for me. I just (touches ear as if receiving a message in 
earpiece, speaking loudly) Yes! I understand! Sorry! (starts reading 
again) As you know, we’ve scoured every crook and granny… 
(pauses) wait, that’s nook and cranny…for the best Sunday School 
teachers in the world to crown The Sunniest Sunday School Teacher! 
Remember, the competition is about impeccable knowledge but 
also being a good teacher, not just about the content. So please 
welcome the Moderinator…(pauses) no, wait, the Moderator! 

Applause. Moderator enters and sits at table. 

Moderator: You will have only one chance to respond correctly. If you cannot, 
you will be eliminated from the challenge and will not pass to the 
next round. (loudly) Teacher #12! 

Prudence: Teacher 12! 

Teacher 12 stands up. 

Moderator: What is the longest chapter of the Bible? 

Teacher 12: (confidently) Psalms 119! 

Moderator: Incorrect! You may leave.  

Prudence: But sir…that’s— 

Moderator:  It is a Psalm, singular. Not Psalms with an s. 

Prudence: (as Teacher 12 exits) That was a hard question. 

Moderator: Teacher 48? 

Teacher 48 stands up. 

Moderator: Spell Nebuchadnezzar. 

Teacher 48: N-e-b-u-c-h-a-d-n-e-z-z-a-r 
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Moderator: Correct! Teacher 24! 

Prudence: That was a hard question. 

Teacher 24 rises. 

Moderator: Who was the oldest known man in the Bible? 

Teacher 24: Methuselah! 

Moderator: Correct! Teacher 5! 

Teacher 5 rises. 

Moderator: What’s the worst craft resource to use with children? 

All: GLITTER! 

Moderator: (pauses a moment, stunned, then continues) Congratulations to all.  

Prudence:  That one wasn’t hard. 

Moderator: Teacher 5, name the 12 apostles. 

Teacher 5: (proudly) Happy, Sleepy, Sneezy, Doc, Bashful, Grumpy, Dopey! 
(realizes) Wait! Can I have a do-over? 

Moderator: Incorrect! You may leave in complete embarrassment and shame. 
Teacher 19! 

Prudence: (as Teacher 5 exits) That was almost a hard question. 

Teacher 19 stands. 

Moderator: A child is nervous about a test. What are some Bible verses you 
share? 

Teacher 19: Do not be anxious about anything, but through prayer ask God. 
(Moderator nods) I will be with you always (Moderator seems 
impressed) I can do all things through Christ— (Moderator raises 
hand) 

Moderator: I’m sorry. Philippians 4:13, in context, does not refer to winning 
games, passing tests, or getting a promotion. It is a verse about 
living in hard circumstances. You were close. But incorrect. Teacher 
27! 

Prudence: (as Teacher 19 exits) That was a really hard question. 

Teacher 27 rises. 
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Moderator: How would you explain the Trinity to a class of elementary students? 

Teacher 27: God is three people, just like an egg. You have three parts of the 
egg—the shell, the white and the yolk and… 

Moderator: I’m going to stop you right there. The individual parts of the egg can 
function independently. The shell is nothing like the rest. The 
analogy is inaccurate. You may leave. (Teacher 27 exits) Next 
teacher! 

Prudence: We will call back the candidates who answered correctly! Teacher 48! 

Moderator: Same question: How would you explain the Trinity to a class of 
elementary students? 

Teacher 48: It’s like a three-headed mon— 

Moderator opens mouth as if to dismiss. Prudence shakes head. Teacher 48 
continues. 

Teacher 48: …shamrock. Each part of the shamrock is a different person in the 
Trinity? 

Moderator: Neither one of those is correct. The shamrock has the exact same 
content and purpose in each leaf. Dismissed. (Teacher 48 exits; to 
Prudence) Was she going to say monster? 

Prudence: Maybe she was going to say three-headed mother…? (pauses) That 
doesn’t help, does it? 

Moderator: No. It’s worse now. That’s horrifying. Next teacher! 

Teacher 5 enters nervously. 

Moderator: Same question: How would you explain the Trinity to a class of 
elementary students? 

Teacher 5: Well, The Trinity is like water. It has normal water, ice, and vapor 
that— 

Moderator: God’s not that easily explained. Water in its different states has the 
same compositions. (frustrated) You may go. 

Prudence: (as Teacher 5 exits) That was a hard question. That’s the last 
contestant. We don’t have any winners. What’s the answer to the 
question? 

Moderator: (sighs) My dear Prudence…I don’t know 
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Prudence: What? That’s not fair! How can you ask a question you don’t know 
the answer to? 

Moderator: (sighs) I know the answer and the answer is “I don’t know.” 

Prudence: Huh? You can do that? 

Moderator: (sternly) How would an ant describe the size and different corporal 
structure of an elephant? 

Prudence: (stammers) I…don’t know. 

Moderator: Exactly. Explaining the Trinity in human terms is like teaching a 
monkey the complexities of Wall Street stock trade or teaching a 
toddler how to count to the trillions! Having a being that is three but 
one…it’s outside of our definitions. So, it’s outside of our complete 
comprehension. 

Prudence: But we have to explain to children somehow! 

Moderator: Yes. You are correct. These ideas…the clover, egg and all…they are 
helpful illustrations. But it’s important that we know they are just 
illustrations. The reality is far more complex. Our thoughts, our 
words, and our objects will never explain the fullness. 

Prudence: So then what’s the answer? How would you explain the Trinity to a 
class of elementary students? 

Moderator: I would say “I don’t know the whole answer.” The Bible tells us that “as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” God won’t fit in 
definitions we can always comprehend. Everything we are is smaller 
than God. How can I explain how big He is with objects smaller than 
Him? Why do we find it so hard to say, “I don’t know yet?" 

Prudence: That…that may be the hardest question yet.  

Exit. 
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