a script from

“The Art of the Unfollow”
by

Andrew Kooman

What

Timmy is feeling down because kids at school are making fun of him for not
having any Instagram followers. This opens the door for Timmy and his mom to
have a meaningful conversation about true friendship and the importance of
doing what’s right before God, rather than what’s popular. Part of the Train Up A
Child series, it’s a funny and touching skit to help believers of all ages know and
remember what they believe.
Themes: Social Media, Instagram, Parenting, Family, Childlike Faith, Bullying,
Friendship, Discipleship, Snapchat

Who

Timmy, played by an actor who can look under 10 years
Janet, his mom, in her 30s

When

Present

Props

iPad (or other tablet)

Why

John 6:43-70

How

The dialogue should be conversational. Give yourself plenty of time to rehearse
with your child actor. He needs to be familiar with the space he’ll be acting in
with props, etc. Make sure he understands how many people will be in the
audience and not to look at them. Also, explain to him about laugh lines,
pausing until the laughter dies down.
*Timmy could also be played by a girl and Janet could be changed to a dad.

Time

Approximately 4 minutes
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Timmy sits in a corner with a tablet in his hand. He is deflated.
Janet:

(offstage) Timothy Simon Markwell, where are you? It’s time for supper
and the whole family is at the table ready to eat.

As Janet enters the room, Timmy tries to hide his tablet from her, but she sees this.
Janet:

There you are Timmy. What’s up?

Timmy:

Nothing.

Janet:

It doesn’t look like nothing. I saw you try to hide that tablet pretty fast.
Are you on a site or playing a game you’re not supposed to?

Timmy:

No, it’s not that.

Janet:

Then what is it?

Timmy:

I’m such a loser!

Janet:

What?

Timmy:

Jared Johnson is making fun of me for having no followers on
Instagram. Look!

He hands her the tablet and she takes it.
Janet:

You don’t even have an Instagram account.

Timmy:

I know.

Janet:

So how could you have any followers?

Timmy:

I don’t know, but some of the kids in my class are commenting about it.

Janet:

They’re ten-year-olds. Why are they even on Instagram? Do their
parents know?

Janet scrolls through the posts.
Timmy:

Who knows. They don’t use their real names, anyway.

Janet:

Hmm. Those are mean things that they said.

Timmy:

Jared already has more than 200 friends.

Janet:

He seems pretty popular. Do you think he knows all 200 hundred of
them?

Timmy:

I don’t know.
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Janet:

When I was your age, I had 3 friends, and 2 of them were my brothers.
I’d say 200 is about 197 people more than Jared actually knows or who
could know him well.

Timmy:

But look, he says I’ll never be as cool as him.

Janet:

I can only hope. If that’s what coolness is, then I’d pass. Do you want to
be like him?

Timmy:

I don’t know.

Janet:

Making other people less so you can feel bigger or better? That’s not
how we live, Timmy.

Timmy:

How could I even have any followers if I don’t have an account?

Janet:

Hey, I know having followers Instagram and Snapchat is important to
you and your friends. We all want to be liked. But what’s more important
is that you’re a follower of Jesus.

Timmy:

I know.

Janet:

I know you know, sweetheart. And I’m sorry that they’re saying these
hurtful things. But guess what? As a follower of Jesus, you’re going to
feel unpopular sometimes.

Timmy:

Even if I try to do what’s right?

Janet:

Especially if you try to do what’s right! You’re actually in good company.
Jesus himself only had a few followers during his lifetime, especially
near the end of his time on earth. In fact, most people unfollowed him.

Timmy:

Seriously? But why?

Janet:

Because he called them to do what was difficult, not what was easy. He
called people to love God with everything they’ve got and obey him no
matter the cost. And so people turned away from him. Imagine that!

Timmy:

Really? I haven’t read that story yet.

Janet:

Let’s read it tonight after supper, which is getting cold, by the way.

Timmy:

I don’t want other people to think I’m a loser though, Mom.

Janet:

None of us do. But the real losers are the ones who miss out on all the
good things God asks and calls them to do. God sees your heart, Timmy,
and he thinks the world of you.

She puts out her hand and he takes it; she helps haul him to his feet.
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Timmy:

Thanks mom. (Beat) So, how many friends do you have on your
Instagram account?

Janet:

Three or four, and two of them are my brothers.

Timmy:

That’s three or four more than me.

Janet:

Next time Jared brings it up, just tell him that popularity runs in the
family.

Timmy:

Funny.

Janet:

Let’s go. Time for some lasagna.

They exit. Lights down.
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