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a script from 

 “The Angel Choir”  
by 

Ginny Neil 
 

 
What In this Readers Theater, when the angels are assigned to help with Christ’s birth, 

they are puzzled by the way that God has chosen to send his son.  
 
Themes: Christmas Story, Angels, Readers Theater 

 
Who Angel 1  

Angel 2 (can be male or female)  
 
*Children to act out the Christmas story. This should include a Mary and 
Joseph, some shepherds and three wise men. There is also room for 
animals if there are younger children. The entire audience is the angel 
choir. 

  

 
When At the time of Christ’s birth 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

Angel 1 and 2 are both wearing Halos and Wings  
White Robes are optional 
Angel 1 has a Briefcase and a Cell Phone  
Angel 2 carries an orchestral Baton 
The audience may be given Halos if you wish 
 
The children in the Christmas story are arrayed as they always are in various 
period robes. If there are animals, the children could either hold cardboard 
animals to represent themselves or be wearing masks.  
 
There’s a manger center stage and a baby hidden behind it.  
 
The wise men need a Scroll and the child portraying the star should have a large 
Star to carry. There can be a small podium to the side if needed by the Angels. 

 
Why Luke 1-2, Matthew 1-2 
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How Although this is written as a readers theater, it is still important that it be 
rehearsed enough that the angels are not very dependent on their lines. The 
children and/or teens portraying the Christmas story will need to practice so 
that they know when to come in, where to stand and what to do. It’s helpful to 
have someone tell the audience about their role in the play (singing hallelujah) 
before it begins and to coach at least one person (preferably a child) to raise 
their hand, stand, and say the word “hallelujah” if no one in the audience does at 
the appropriate moment. It’s also helpful to have a program with the words to 
the song “Joy to the World”, printed on it. 

 
Time Approximately 20-30 minutes.  

 
Although the dialogue isn’t extensive, the play depends on children doing 
things on cue and that can always take longer. 
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Angel 1 and 2 enter together as if in conversation and stop at stage right or left. There 
can be a podium there if needed. Angel 1 is carrying the briefcase and Angel 2 has the 
baton. 

Angel 1: Well, it’s official. 

Angel 2: What’s official? 

Angel 1: God’s really going to do it. 

Angel 2: Given that God is, literally, responsible for everything that goes on 
around here, you’re going to have to be a little more specific. 

Angel 1: Here’s a big hint. He sent messages to Samuel, Hosea, Isaiah, and Micah 
about this very thing. 

Angel 2: Oh, come on. He sent them lots of messages. That’s not much of a clue. 

Angel 1: Okay, then. How about this? (opens briefcase and pulls out document 
and begins to read) “Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign….” 

Angel 2 joins in with Angel 1 with growing excitement.  

 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and call him (shouting) 
Immanuel!”  

They high five and Angel 1 puts document back in briefcase. 

Angel 2: Good old Isaiah. 

Angel 1: Many years of listening to God. 

Angel 2: So many messages for the Jews. 

Angel 1: And now we will finally see the one of his most important prophecies 
come true. God is sending His own son to Earth…(long pause) Well, I 
guess this means we’d better start getting ready. I’ll work on finding out 
more details about the upcoming birth. Meanwhile, you should get your 
choir ready. I’m betting they’ll be needed somewhere. (Pulls out cell 
phone and exits. When he gets backstage, he leaves briefcase behind) 

Angel 2: (addressing audience) Angel Choir, did you hear that? We have a very 
important job to do. Hmmm. What should we sing? Wait (puts hand to 
chin and squints) I’m hearing something in my head. A tune…(looks up 
and belts out the first seven notes of Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star) LA LA 
LA LA LA LA LA. No, that sounds way too childish.  
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 Oh, I’ve got it. (belts out first notes of Away in A Manger) LA LA LA LA LA 
LA LA LA LA LA LA. (shakes head again) Too long. And it’s not even a 
memorable tune. 

 (squints, again) I don’t suppose….(First four notes of Hallelujah in the 
Hallelujah chorus) LAAAA LA LA LA! (again with more assurance) LAAA 
LA LA LA!! Yes! That’s got majesty. Now I need a word or two to go with 
it. Let’s see (sings to the tune) Heere he comes! (speaking) No sounds 
like I’m introducing a talk show host. (sings again) Please get ready! 
(speaking) That’s too polite for such a humungous Earth shattering 
event.(singing and crowding the whole phrase into the four notes) God 
is sending His son down to the Earth to save mankind. (speaking to 
audience) Well, what do you think? (listens to responses) You’re right. 
That’s too many words. (addressing audience again) I don’t suppose any 
of you have any suggestions… 

If no one in the audience suggests it, then a child, who’s been prompted, raises hand 
and waits to be acknowledged. He/she says, “Hallelujah?” 

Angel 2: That’s it. That’s brilliant. (sings) Hallelujah! (sings again) Hallelujah! That’s 
got a nice ring to it. Everybody ready to practice? (raises hands and 
directs audience into singing and keeps practicing with them, 
encouraging them to get better, louder, more enthusiastic etc…until 
satisfied.) 

Angel 1: (enters) I could hear you all the way on the other side of heaven. I love it.  

Angel 2: (directs audience to sing again) Hallelujah 

Angel 1: Perfect 

Angel 2: (directs audience to sing) Hallelujah 

Angel 1: Magnificent 

Angel 2: (directs audience to sing) Hallelujah 

Angel 1: You can stop now. 

Angel 2: I think we’re ready. Where will we be singing? 

Angel 1: Well…I went back and looked through all the prophecies to make sure I 
remembered it right. 

Angel 2: I bet I know. A palace. All that stonework. I love the acoustics inside a 
stone room. We will sound magnificent. 
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Angel 1: He’s not going to be born in a palace because he’s not going to Earth as 
royalty. 

Angel 2: He’s not? 

Angel 1: No, he’s going sort of er…incognito. 

Angel 2: He’s going in a what? 

Angel 1: Incognito. It’s a word that means his identity won’t be obvious at first. 

Angel 2: What will he be? A turnip? 

Angel 1: No, remember, he’s going to be born of a virgin, which would obviously 
make him a… 

Angel 2: (puzzled) A what? 

Angel 1: (impatiently) A… baby. But he won’t be born in a palace, he’ll be 
born…well here, I’ll read it to you in Micah’s words: "But you, Bethlehem 
… though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come 
for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, 
from ancient times."  

Angel 2: He’ll be born in Bethlehem? But that’s just a tiny place. 

Angel 2: Yeah. It’s not fancy, but Bethlehem is the city of David, so it sort of makes 
sense. Although it’s not very clean. 

Angel 2: No, but there are some nice inns. I’m sure Immanuel will be born in one of 
them. They are kind of small, though, so we better not sing inside. (turning 
to audience) Okay, we need to practice for an open-air hallelujah. Louder 
please. (leads audience through more practice) Perfect, I think we’re ready.  

(phone rings and Angel 1 pulls it out of his pocket) 

Angel 1: Oh, Hey Gabriel. Yeah. He’s here. (hands phone to Angel 2) 

Angel 2: Uh huh, uh huh. No kidding. REALLY? Was she scared? Did she faint? She 
sang? That was unexpected. Anyways, you say she’s headed to Bethlehem, 
now? Wait, let me look. (peers out as Mary and Joseph enter from the 
back) I see her. Yeah. She looks very tired. Wow! Bethlehem sure is full of 
people, but Joseph is knocking on the inn door now. I’m sure they have a 
nice room all ready for her. 

(Mary and Joseph walk up aisle, stopping to ask audience members if they have room 
for them in their inn) 
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Angel 2: (continuing into phone) Wow! She’s having a little trouble finding a place 
to stay. Hang on a minute (covers phone with hand and addresses Angel 1 
as Mary and Joseph enter stable area. If there are children dressed as 
animals, they should enter at this time) Are you seeing what I’m seeing? 
(speaks back into phone) Hey Gabriel, I’ll call you back if I have any more 
questions. (puts phone in pocket) 

Angel 1: I can’t believe it. She’s in a stable. 

Angel 2: I think there’s been a mix-up. 

Angel 1: A big mix up. (shouting to her) No, No! Don’t go in there. That’s a stable. It’s 
full of animals and… Oh gross. There’s dirty hair and 
animal…stuff…everywhere. Wait… (Mary turns away from audience and 
when she turns back around, she’s holding the baby Jesus and then she 
places him in the manger) Did you see that? She just put the son of God in 
a manger! 

Angel 2: We can’t sing there. It will wake the baby and probably scare his mother 
half to death. Now, I’m not sure what we should do. 

Angel 1: Look! Over there! (points at shepherds who’ve entered)  

Angel 2: (phone rings and he answers it) Hey Gabriel. Yeah, she’s there. Did you 
know about the stable? … you did? Uh huh, uh huh. Really? Things just 
keep getting stranger, but okay, if that’s what God wants. 

Angel 1: What did he say? 

Angel 2: He said we’re supposed to announce the baby’s birth to those shepherds. 
I’m supposed to say a few things and then He wants the choir to sing. 

Angel 1: Why would you announce Immanuel’s birth to shepherds? 

Angel 2: I have no idea. This whole birth is not at all what I expected. 

Angel 1: Good grief. What will you say? 

Angel 2: I don’t know. May I have your attention, please, there’s a baby in 
Bethlehem who you should know about. Hey, You guys! Listen up! 
Something amazing just happened. None of that sounds right. I guess I 
will just have to see what comes out when I say it. 

Angel 1: (nudging him) Well, go on. It’s getting late. 
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Angel 2: (addresses choir) Are you ready? Let’s practice one more time. This is our 
biggest performance, ever!! (leads audience through as many hallelujahs 
as needed) 

(Angel 2 walks over toward shepherds, clearing throat and practicing random 
openings like Hello? Ahem, may I have your attention. When he is in front 
of the shepherds they look up and point and he stands like a deer in 
headlights, then the audience sees him gather courage and he begins) 

Angel 2: (starts out hesitantly, then builds) Do not be afraid. I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of 
David a Saviour has been born to you; (this is where he really gets 
excited) He is Christ… the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find 
the baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. (stands there with 
hands extended or up and has totally forgotten the choir) 

Angel 1: (stage whisper) The choir!  

Angel 2 looks over at him puzzled. 

Angel 1:  Oh, never mind. (turns to audience) Are you ready? (leads the audience) 
HALLELUHAH! Let’s do it again …HALLELUJAH! One more 
time..HALLELUJAH (on this one, Angel 2 regains his composure and 
sings along, the shepherds then turn and run toward Mary and Joseph, 
and Angel 2 walks back over to Angel 1) 

Angel 2: That was incredible. I am so pumped. Did you see how excited they 
were? (turns to audience) And you? You all were just…..(speechless) 

Angel 1: Perfect? 

Angel 2: Better 

Angel 1: Magnificent? 

Angel 2: I don’t think there are any words to describe what just happened. (looks 
over at the stable) The shepherds have discovered the baby. I hope they 
don’t crowd in and make even more mess. 

Angel 1: (as shepherds bow down) Well, would you look at that? They are 
worshipping. They get it. They really get it. I bet this is a night they will 
talk about forever. They’ll tell their children and their grandchildren. 

Angel 2: (smiling) Yeah! It’s as if they know…. 

Angel 1: Know what? 
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Angel 2: That God sent His son for them. (long pause) You know it’s all starting to 
make sense to me. If God’s son had come in a palace, then he might be 
mistaken for an ordinary king. He’ll never be mistaken for that, now. 

Angel 1: You know? I think you’re right. 

Angel 2: (phone rings and he answers) Hey Gabriel. Oh, you should have seen it. I 
know I’ll never forget this night. (turns to Angel 1) Gabriel says we 
should look to the east. (gazes over as child with star walks out) Yeah, I 
see it now. (taps Angel 1 and points) We both do. What’s the star for? Uh 
huh, uh huh. Oh, that’s awful. Well, I’m glad to hear that, but still…it’s 
hard to think about. Okay. Thanks. 

Angel 1: Well, is the star to announce Immanuel’s birth too? 

Angel 2: Yeah, kind of. (points to three kings who have stepped out and are 
studying a scroll and pointing to the star) Those wise men over there 
have been waiting for years, for a sign that Immanuel has come. The star 
is a message to them about the birth. Gabriel says they will follow it 
until they find Immanuel. 

Angel 1: They are pretty far away. Even if they ride racing camels, it will still take a 
while for them to reach the stable. 

Angel 2: Immanuel and his parents will have moved by then. But listen to this. 
Gabriel says when the wise men ask a king, named Herod, about the 
birth, he will be so jealous that he will do some terrible things that the 
Jews will remember forever. Gabriel said God’s planning to send an 
angel to warn Mary and Joseph so they can leave before that happens. 

Angel 1: (looking back over to the stable) It looks so peaceful, now. I’m glad they 
don’t know. 

Angel 2: I suspect that they know more than we think. They certainly are brave. 

Angel 1: Yes. Brave and determined. 

Angel 2: I wonder how this night will be remembered thousands of years from 
now. 

Angel 1: I don’t know. 

Angel 2: Wouldn’t it be fun if humans celebrated this night by re-enacting it? 

Angel 1: What do you mean? 
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Angel 2: You know. With actors showing what it must have been like for the 
parents, the shepherds and maybe even us angels. 

Angel 1: That would be great. But you know what? 

Angel 2: What? 

Angel 1: They could never, in a million years, make it as wonderful as it really is. 

Angel 2: That may be true. But I sure like thinking that they will try. 

Angel 1: Well, our job is done here. 

Angel 2: Yep. I wonder what God will want us for next. 

Angel 1: Whatever it is, it will be exciting and big. I wonder if God will need your 
choir again. 

Angel 2: I don’t know. (turns to audience) But, I have an idea for one more song 
I’d like to sing to remember this night by. Choir will you help me? 

Angel 1: What song? 

Angel 2: I think I’ll call it, Joy to the World. 

Audience and angels close by singing. 
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