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“The Most Discouraged Christian Ever” 
by 

Rene Gutteridge 
 

What Disgruntled with the problems he’s encountering in life, volunteer Stuart 
decides to make a few changes to the Children's Ministry theme. 
Themes: Trials, Suffering, Endurance, Christian Life, Faith 

 
Who Stuart 

Darlene 
  

 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

Two puppets  
Guitar  
Papers 

 
Why John 16:33 
 
How You can go as big or as small with this script as you want. If possible, you can 

use a puppet stage/curtain for Stuart to duck behind when he uses the 
puppets. The actor playing Stuart should be fearless and be able to really sell 
this character. Be careful not to overact. 

 
Time Approximately 5 minutes 
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Darleen is busy looking over a lesson when Stuart enters, a puppet on each hand. 

Darleen: Hi Stuart! How are you? I heard you wanted to talk to me about VBS. 

Stuart: Yes. I have a few ideas…a few changes I’d like to make to the curriculum.  

Darleen: Sure! We always enjoy everyone’s input, Stuart. I’m glad you’re so 
involved. 

Stuart: Thanks. It’s just a little bit of rewritten dialogue to the puppet show to 
reflect what I feel is a bit more reality. 

Darleen: Sure! Let me see what you’ve got. 

Stuart lifts the puppets up. 

Stuart: (In a little kid’s voice) Noah, you’re my hero. You listened to God when 
nobody would, and God saved you. It must’ve been very scary on that 
boat. 

  (Switching puppets; Man’s Brooklyn accent) The boat was nothing, kid. 
Let me tell you about my mother-in-law. That old bat did nothing but 
harass me night and day about it, telling me I was never good enough 
for her daughter, that I oughta get a real job. And let me tell you 
something about friends, kid. You don’t have any. Nobody does. Not 
really. Sure, you think you have friends until one day God tells you to 
build a boat. All I’m saying is that if you’re the guy God chooses to build 
the boat, you better get real acquainted with unpopularity. Plus– 

Darleen: Stuart, um…hold on, please. (Looking over the papers in her hand as 
Stuart emerges) It says here that the puppet show is about how Noah 
believed and obeyed God. 

Stuart: (His normal voice) I’m getting to that.  

Holds up puppet again. 

 (Back to Brooklyn accent) You see kid, you probably think it was neat 
being out on that boat with all the animals. But it’s not neat, kid. You get 
sea sick and vomit all over yourself at least once a day. And you’ve 
probably not ever thought of this, but the animals have to go to the 
bathroom somewhere, you know what I mean? 

Darleen: Um, Stuart, listen, I think– 

Stuart: (His normal voice) Hold on, I’m not done.  
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 (Back to Brooklyn accent) And let me tell you another thing, kid. You 
should never decide to stop smoking right before God calls you to do 
something big. It seems like a good idea at the time, because who 
wants to be smoking when you’re supposed to be changing the world, 
but then what happens is that you have a weak moment one Sunday, 
you decide to sneak into the bathroom for one cigarette, and it doesn’t 
dawn on you that your pastor might also be in the bathroom, so– 

Darleen: Okay, okay. Stuart, come out from behind that wall for a moment. 

Stuart: But I’m not finished. There’s still the part about my ex-wife… 

Darleen: Stuart, the puppet show is for kids. And it’s about Noah, and how God is 
faithful and– 

Stuart: Okay, look. Maybe that was a bit too progressive. I’ve been working on a 
song, though. Kids love songs, right? 

Darleen: (Trying her best to be enthusiastic) Um, yes. Sure. 

Stuart throws the puppets over his shoulder and grabs his guitar from behind the wall and 
sits on a nearby stool. He strums the guitar for the right key. 

Stuart: (Sings) When you wake up in the morning and you get out of bed/Your 
heart might suddenly fill with dread/You try to remember to do all God 
said/But sometimes you think you’d rather be dead. 

Darleen: Uh… 

Stuart: (Holds up a finger) Wait, there’s five more stanzas. (Sings) When you eat 
your dinner and brush your teeth/Bedtime is your only relief/You want 
to kneel by your bed and pray/But you’re not sure you have much to say. 
(Holds up another finger as Darleen starts to retort)You try to do right and 
obey God/And try not to turn into a big, fat hog/But you’re so stressed 
out because things are tough/You just want to eat ‘til you’re overly 
stuffed… (slows it down, with emotion) to the point that you feel like 
trans fats are your only friend… 

Darleen: Stuart, Stuart, please. Wait. Stop. 

Stuart: What? Too many words? You think the kids will have a hard time 
memorizing the lines? 

Darleen: No, I– 

Stuart: That’s what I thought! So I came up with some hand motions. 
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Starts to raise his hands but Darleen quickly cuts that off. 

Darleen: Stuart, listen, I’m sensing something here. 

Stuart: (Smiling) Yes, you’ve sensed right. I took twelve years of guitar and song 
writing classes. 

Darleen: (Patiently) No…I’m sensing something else. Some discouragement. 

Something’s touched a nerve. We see it in Stuart’s face. 

Darleen: Let me guess. You’ve been serving God and doing what He’s asked of 
you, and things are getting harder by the second. 

Stuart: How’d you know? 

Darleen: It’s nothing new to the Christian faith, my friend. For thousands of years, 
those who’ve chosen to follow God have had their share of difficulties. 
In fact, the more you obey God, the more obstacles you encounter. 

Stuart: Exactly! So don’t you think we should warn them? 

Darleen: Who? 

Stuart: The children! The children! We sing these little songs about God and 
sunshine and rainbows, but don’t you think we should let them know 
about the avalanches and quick sand? 

Darleen: (Smiling) Stuart, don’t you see? We need to be more like children. We 
need to follow God no matter where He goes. Kids love God because 
they know that no matter what, He’s going to be with them and never 
let go of them. If they fall into quick sand, they’re not mad that the quick 
sand was there. They just know God’s going to reach down and pull 
them out. 

Stuart seems to be getting it. 

Stuart: And let’s say the quick sand is very addicting, and sometimes even 
though you know you shouldn’t smoke the quick sand, you just can’t 
seem to stop. God still wants to help you out of it even if you feel happy 
in the quick sand? 

Darleen: Yes, Stuart. Exactly. God never promised us we wouldn’t have problems. 
In fact, if you’re a Christian, you are certainly going to have problems. 
Things that are worthwhile are worth fighting for, though. Do you know 
what I mean? 
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Stuart: (Nodding) I think I get it. Hey, I think I’ve got a great idea for a video! 

Darleen: Maybe save it for next year? 

Lights down. 

 

PURCHASE 
SCRIPT 

TO  
REMOVE 

WATERMARK  
AT 

SKITGUYS.COM 




