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a script from 

“Star Wars Nativity”  
Soul Wars: Episode IV A New Testament” 

by 
Stuart Sellner 

 
 
 

What This retelling of the Nativity story is out of this world. In this Christmas play, a 
director has taken some creative liberties to reimagine a Star Wars 
interpretation of the story of the Messiah's birth. 
 
Themes: Christmas, Nativity, Star Wars, Fun, Messianic Story, Salvation 

 
Who Pastor (or church leader) 

Director 
Joseph/Han Solo 
Mary/Leia 
Gabriel/Yoda 
King Herod/Darth Vader 
Adviser/Admiral  
Guard 1/Storm Trooper 

Guard 2/Storm Trooper 
Innkeeper/Lando  
Wise Man 1/Jedi (WM 1) 
Wise Man 2/Jedi (WM 2) 
Guest house resident/Alien with severed arm 
Shepherds/Jawa 
Angels/Ghost Jedi  
Additional Wise Men/Jedi 

 

 
When  A long time ago (in a galaxy far far away) 
 
Costumes 
and  
Props 

All characters should be dressed as their Star Wars equivalents 
Door 
Droid cardboard cutouts 
Jawa sound effects 

 
Why Luke 1 and 2 
 
How We used PowerPoint to create a Star Wars text crawl with accompanying music, 

and then subsequently for the scene titles. The suggested songs use traditional 
carol words and Star Wars tunes. 

 
Time Approximately 15 minutes plus songs 
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Pastor starts at pulpit. 

Pastor: Now it is time for our nativity play. We’ve had a few different nativity 
plays over the last few years, but this year it will be a nice traditional 
play. 

Director edges in from stage left. 

Director: Pssst… 

Pastor: The children have all been— 

Director: Pastor! 

Pastor looks around. 

Pastor: Yes? 

Director: The play isn’t really as traditional as we had discussed. 

Pastor: What do you mean? Isn’t it working off the script I gave you? 

Director: Well, we had some problems. The costumes got lost… 

Pastor: I know, that’s why we allocated some funds to get some more. 

Director: Yes, and when the new ones came, they sent the wrong ones. 

Pastor: Didn’t you send them back? 

Director: There wasn’t time. So we just made a few small alterations to the script, 
and that made it all work in fine. 

Pastor: Just small changes? 

Director: Yes. 

Pastor: Okay, I guess that sounds alright. 

Pastor turns to audience. 

Pastor: So, the children have all been practicing hard to bring us a nice nearly 
traditional nativity play. 

Pastor turns back to Director. 

Pastor: And we are definitely talking small alterations. 

Director: Yes, yes, very small. In fact, they probably won’t even notice. 
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Pastor and Director exit stage right. The following intro starts and scrolls on screen… 

 A long time ago, in a country far far away… 

 SOUL WARS Episode IV 
A NEW TESTAMENT 
It is a period of simmering  
insurrection. The Jews languish under  
the mighty Roman Empire and a  
constant suppression of Jewish life. 

 Hope lies in the prophecies made of a  
Messiah, a new King of the line of David 
 who would overthrow foreign  
kings, reestablish David’s throne  
and bring peace for the Jews. 

 But where is this promised Messiah?  
Would God rescue his people once more?  
The prophecies point to Bethlehem  
as the new King’s birthplace,  
and yet one night a strange visitor  
comes to Nazareth, to a girl named  

 Mary… 

Nazareth picture displayed with caption ‘Nazareth, Galilee’ 

Mary enters stage left and moves to center stage, facing stage left. Gabriel enters 
stage right with hood up hiding Yoda mask. Mary turns and acts surprised at Gabriel’s 
presence. 

Gabriel: With you peace be. Greatly blessed you are. Hmmm. 

Gabriel throws back hood. 

Gabriel: Afraid be not. To you gracious God is. Become pregnant and son birth 
you will. Jesus name him you shall. Most High God, Son of, he will be. 

Mary: But how can this be, for I am not yet married. 

Gabriel: On you the Holy Spirit will come. Called the Son of God, for this reason 
the holy one will be. 

Mary: I am the Lord’s servant. May it happen to me as you have said. 

Gabriel exits stage left. Joseph enters stage right. 

Mary: Joseph. There is wonderful news. We are to have a son. 
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Joseph: But Mary, I mean Leia, I mean Mary. How can this be? 

Mary: Through the blessing of the Lord. 

Joseph: (pause) I see. I am faithful to the law, but I will try to save you from 
disgrace. 

Mary: But Joseph, I love you. 

Joseph: I know…but I need to think about this. 

Mary exits stage left. Joseph stands in thought. Gabriel enters from stage left. 

Gabriel: Joseph, Mary as your wife fear not to take. 

Joseph: But I am not the child’s father… 

Gabriel: The father God is. 

Joseph: No! That’s not true! That’s impossible! 

Gabriel: Your feelings search you should. True you know it is. 

Joseph looks thoughtful. Gabriel exits stage left. Mary enters stage left. 

Joseph: Leia…I mean Mary, forgive me. I love you. 

Mary: I know. 

Mary and Joseph exit stage left. 

Caption changes to ‘Nazareth, Galilee – a few months later’ 

Guard 1 enters from stage right. 

Guard 1: (to audience) Let it be known, the Emperor has ordered a census. 
Everyone should register in their hometown. 

Joseph and Mary enter from stage left. Guard 1 exits stage right. 

Joseph: Mary, we need to go to Bethlehem, the town of David. 

Mary: Bethlehem, but that is so far away. 

Joseph: It isn’t that far. I’ll have you know I’ve made the Nazareth to Bethlehem 
run in under 4 parsecs. 

Mary: I think you mean days. 

Joseph and Mary exit stage right. 
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Bethlehem picture displayed with caption ‘Bethlehem, Judea’ 

All children come on stage to sing… 

SONG: O Little Town of Bethlehem (to Imperial March) 

Door is brought on stage and Innkeeper (aka Lando) stands in front. Guesthouse 
resident hides behind door. 

Caption changes to ‘Bethlehem, Judea – a little more than 4 parsecs later’. 

Pause. Caption changes to ‘Bethlehem, Judea – a little more than 4 days later’. 

Joseph and Mary enter from stage right. 

Joseph: See, that wasn’t that far. 

Lando sees Joseph enter. 

Lando: Why you slimy, double-crossing, no-good swindler. You've got a lot of 
guts coming here, after what you pulled.  

Joseph points to himself, mouthing ‘Me’. Lando moves toward Joseph threateningly, 
but then suddenly throws his arms around him. 

Lando: So good to see you. What are you doing here? 

Joseph: Ah, the census. 

Lando: Of course. (turns to Mary) Hello. And who might you be? 

Mary: Mary. 

Lando: Welcome Mary. 

Lando bows before Mary and takes her hand. 

Joseph: Alright, alright. 

Joseph takes Mary’s hand off of Lando. 

Joseph: I was wondering if you may have room for us to stay. 

Lando: Well I do have a lovely guest house but… 

Lando partially opens the door. As he does so Star Wars cantina music is played. 
Joseph and Mary move to have a look inside. There is the sound of light saber, an alien 
cry, and the cantina music stops. 
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Guest house resident comes running out of door clutching his arm and runs off stage 
right. 

Lando: You see, a lot of other people are here for the census, so the guest house 
is a bit full…and disorderly. Look, why don’t you come and stay with us? 

Joseph: Us? 

Lando: Yeah, I’m respectable and responsible these days. I’ll introduce you to 
the family. 

Lando shuts the door and exits stage left, followed by Joseph and Mary. 

Picture of fields displayed with caption ‘In the fields near Bethlehem: sometime later’ 

Droid cardboard cut outs are placed on stage left, with Shepherds sitting and standing 
amongst them. 

Some droid and jawa noises are played. 

Gabriel enters stage right, hood up. Shepherds turn to face Gabriel, who casts back 
hood. 

Jawa surprise noises are played, with Shepherds acting appropriately. 

Gabriel: Not afraid you should be. With good news, here for you, I am. 

Jawa questioning noises are played. 

Gabriel: In David’s town, this day, born your Saviour was. 

Other Angels enter from stage right. Angels (and Shepherds) sing… 

SONG: Glory to God variant (to Ewok celebration tune) 

Shepherds dance around during song. 

Angels exit stage right. Jawa noises are played. Shepherds exit stage right. 

Picture of Jerusalem displayed with caption ‘Jerusalem – sometime later again’ 

Wise Men enter from stage right. 

WM 1: (to audience) Where is the one who has been born the king of the 
Jews?  

WM 2: We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him. 

King Herod, Advisor and Guards enter stage left. Wise Men continue facing audience. 
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Herod: (breath, breath) I am… disturbed. Where was this Messiah to be born? 

Advisor: In Bethlehem in Judea, my lord, at least… 

King Herod turns to Advisor as he starts speaking. Advisor starts choking and grabs at 
throat. Guard 1 bangs him on the back. Advisor coughs and then continues. 

Advisor: Sorry about that. Darn nuts. You think you get them all out of your… 

Herod: (breath, breath, breath) 

Advisor: As I was saying, that is what the prophet Micah had written. 

Herod: (to Guards) Bring these wise men to me. 

Guards walk across to stage right and indicate that the Wise Men should head over to 
Herod. 

Herod: (breath, breath) You are the ones seeking the child born king of the 
Jews? 

WM 1: Yes, we are. 

Herod: I desire to ‘worship’ him also. Go and search for this child. When you find 
him, report back to me. 

WM 2: We will try. 

WM 1: (to Wise Man 2) No, do or do not, there is no try. 

Wise Men head over to stage right. 

WM 2: I do not have a good feeling about this King Herod. I do not trust him. 

WM 1: Yes, I was warned of him in a dream. We will return by another route. 

Wise Men exit stage right. King Herod stays looking after them. 

Herod: (breath, breath, breath) 

Advisor: Is there a problem my lord? 

Herod: Those wise men are not reliable. Have them followed. There will be a 
substantial reward for the one who finds this child king. 

Advisor: Yes, my lord. He will be found. 

King Herod exits stage left. Advisor points to Guards and indicates stage right. Guards 
head off stage right. Advisor then exits stage left. 
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Picture of nativity is displayed with caption ‘Bethlehem, Judea’ 

Mary and Joseph center stage, with Jesus in manger. Lando, Shepherds and Angels 
clustered around them. 

Wise Men enter from stage right. 

WM 1: The star has led us to him. The spirit is indeed strong with this one. 

Wise Men move to center stage and bow to Jesus. They stand and pull gifts from their 
robes, similar to drawing a lightsaber. 

WM 2: We bring gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

The Wise Men place the gifts at the manger. 

Joseph: We thank you, but just to be clear, I’m not in it for the money. 

Guards enter from stage right. 

Guard 1: (to Guard 2) We found him! This must be the place. 

Guards move towards middle of stage and Wise Man 1 moves to intercept them. 

Guard 2: Out of the way, we are just after the child. 

WM 1: (with hand wave) This isn’t the child you’re looking for. 

Guard 2: This isn’t the child we’re looking for. 

WM 1: (with hand wave) You will continue about your business. 

Guard 2: We will continue about our business. 

WM 1: (with hand wave) You’ll be moving along. 

Guard 2: We’ll be moving along. 

Guards turn around and exit stage right. Wise Men move back to Jesus. 

Pastor enters stage right as Guards exit. 

Pastor: Now that bit definitely didn’t happen, and aren’t you a little short for a 
stormtrooper? 

Director enters stage right. 

Director: Okay, so maybe some of the changes weren’t that small. 
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Pastor: The real problem here is that the birth of Jesus actually happened, and 
this confuses things with a fictional story. 

Gabriel: Worry not you should. 

Pastor: What? 

Gabriel: Sorry, I mean you shouldn’t worry. 

Mary: Yes, we understand Star Wars is a fictional story. I mean the spaceships 
are a dead giveaway. 

Lando: And we know that the account of Jesus’ birth is real. This just makes it a 
little more interesting. 

Joseph: And it isn’t as if it has never been done in a more contemporary setting 
before. 

Pastor: Okay… 

King Herod and Advisor enter stage left. 

Herod: Anyway, when it comes right down to it, Star Wars is really just a 
messianic story. In some ways the desire for a ‘messiah’ to save them 
from the evil Empire is more approachable there than it is in the actual 
historical setting. 

Advisor: And understanding that is a key to understanding how Jesus broke with 
some of their expectations. 

WM 2: Yes, there was certainly no lightsaber duels with King Herod or Caesar. 

Pause. 

Director: Now that was definitely a hard scene to cut, but the script was just too 
long. 

Everyone looks at Director. 

Director: Okay, I get the idea that that would have crossed a line. Duly noted. Now 
let’s finish this off. 

Guards and Alien join everyone else on stage to sing… 

SONG: Silent Night (to Star Wars theme) 

All: And may God’s grace be with you! 
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