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“Semicolon” 
by 

David J. Swanson 
 

What After surviving a suicide attempt, a girl questions her future and relationship 
with God. This sketch was used as an intro to Ruth 1 to help the audience 
identify with Naomi and her feeling that God's hand was against her. 
Themes: Suicide, Hope, Healing, Loneliness 

 
Who Lauryn   
 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

Stool to sit on 

 
Why Ruth 1, Psalm 34:18 
 
How Don’t “overdo” the dialogue of force the emotion. Be conversational, simply 

speaking to the audience. A way to practice this is to read over the script and 
then say it all in your own words. Then go back to the dialogue. You get a better 
sense of how to say the words naturally.  

 
Time Approximately 3 minutes 
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Lauryn enters and sits on a stool, addressing the audience.  

Lauryn: So… I got a new tattoo. I know, I know. But this one is different. It’s 
small.  

Pause 

 It’s complicated. And difficult. But it’s me. I got a tattoo of a semicolon. 
That’s it. Just a semicolon. Dot over a comma. It’s on my wrist. Can you 
see? 

Beat 

 A lonely, unassuming semicolon. To celebrate…I guess, to 
commemorate. I’m part of a club now. 

Pause 

 I nearly tried to kill myself. 

Beat 

 I’m sorry. Does that make you uncomfortable? Yeah, it wasn’t really fun 
for me either. I didn’t, obviously.  

Beat 

 See, my parents split up when I was a kid, and then my boyfriend- ugh. 
You don’t want to hear about it. It’s fine. They’re my issues. But I got 
through…kind of. 

Beat 

 So I got this tattoo. A semicolon. Do you get it? A writer uses a 
semicolon when she could have ended the sentence…but chose not to. 

Beat 

 See? Special club. So I’m still here. But it doesn’t solve my problems. It 
doesn’t address my issues.  

Beat 

 The truth is that I believe in God, but I’m not sure He’s on my side. He 
could have prevented what happened with my dad. He could have 
stopped my boyfriend from putting me in the hospital. Right? But He 
didn’t. And every time I try to get up… 
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 I’m fairly certain He’s working against me. And that’s a battle I just can’t 
win. Big God. Little me. It’s enough to make you want to take your own 
life. 

Beat 

 Relax. I’m in a better place now. But now what? I’ve hit the semicolon. 
What’s the rest of the sentence going to be like?  

 I’m waiting, God. I’m still here. Do you have something better for me? 
Do you have plans for little me in your great big world? You saved me 
for… something, right? Something good? Something…holy? Maybe. 
Maybe it’s something so good I can’t even imagine it. Maybe that was 
the problem all along.  

 So what comes next, God? 

Beat 

 What comes after the semicolon? 

Fade to black. 
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