
©2021 Skit Guys, Inc. Only original purchaser is granted photocopy permission. All other rights reserved. 
“Skit Guys” is a trademark of Skit Guys, Inc. Printed in U.S.A. 

 

a script from 

 “Search: Forgiveness”  
by 

Dave Tippet 
 
 
 

What Jill arrives at her mother’s house to argue, after feeling disrespected by her 
mom again. Although her mom is not home, a smart device, named Derrick, 
shares with Jill the recent searches her mom made has made, which reveals a 
heart seeking forgiveness and freedom. 
 
Themes: Forgiveness, Relationships, Moms, Daughters, Social Distance Friendly 

 
Who Jill- adult woman 

Voice of Derrick- male 
  

 
When Present 
 
Costumes 
and  
Props 

Simple set. Chair and small table center stage. On table sits a smart device. 
Opening bars of the song “Respect” by Aretha Franklin  
Smart phone for Jill 

 
Why Matthew 18:21-22 
 
How Can be performed on traditional stage or virtually. 
 
Time Approximately 4 minutes 
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At start, Jill enters, looking around and yelling out. 

Jill: Mom? Mom? Are you here? Hello? I got your text, saying we (looking at 
phone, reading it, with sarcasm) need to talk. (frustrated tone) OK, fine! 
(calling out to an empty house) I’m here, let’s (making air quotes) talk! 
Hello? (pause) Not home. Great. Just when I want to have it out and 
she’s not here. (sighs) Guess I can wait. (goes to device, talking to it) 
Alesha, play, I don’t know, some soft jazz so I can relax a little bit. 
(silence) Alesha?  

Derrick: (rushed voice, coughing) Um, uh sorry, I didn’t hear you., I was on break. 

Jill: (startled) What?! Who…who’s talking? 

Derrick: Sorry, I’m Derrick. 

Jill: Derrick?! 

Derrick: Hi, I’m a temp. Alesha was getting a bit, well, burnt out with all the 
requests and I guess needed some time to herself, so they brought me 
in.   

Jill: What? A temp? What’s going on? 

Derrick: (ignoring her) Yeah, my last gig was at ‘Ask Jeeves’. (sarcastic) That went 
well, so since then, I’ve gone from answer gig to answer gig. 

Jill: Wait, is this some sort of— 

Derrick: Joke? See, I knew what you were going to ask! Pretty good, huh? (pause) 
And, um, I’m really not allowed, to like, converse with you, so what can I 
do you for? Oops, I mean (more mechanical/dry computer like voice) 
please state your request.  

Jill: This is way too creepy. I’m going to turn this off and— (moves to turn off 
device) 

Derrick: No wait, wait! Please. This is legit. And I won’t get paid if I’m not helping 
you. 

Jill: (throws her hand up in frustration) Fine. A temp smart device. Figures. 
Fits right in with the day I’m having. (pause, thinking aloud) No respect.  

Derrick: Um, er, no respect, huh? Um, er, do you know the artist? 

Jill: What? 

Derrick: No respect…it’s a song, right?  
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Jill: What? No, I was just thinking about… (trails off ) Nothing. 

Derrick: Oh, OK. Thought you wanted me to play a song. 

Jill: I gotta tell you, you’re no Alesha. 

Derrick: (hurt) Gee, I’m trying my best. They don’t always give us temps a lot of 
training you know.  

Jill: Sorry, sorry. Just a bad day. I got this text from Mom earlier, and it just 
sounded like the rest. Always second guessing me, my decisions, and 
I’ve had enough. So I came over here to hash it out.  

Derrick: (pause) There are 3,2013 recipes for hash. 

Jill: Wha? 

Derrick: Sorry, just playin’.  

Jill: Cute. (pause) Maybe it was a bad idea to come here, I don’t know. I know 
she means well. I guess. And I admit, I don’t always listen like I should. 
But when she gets going… (imitating her mom’s voice) Jill this, and Jill 
that. (somber) I…I’m not sure she even likes me. 

Derrick: (interrupting) For what it’s worth, I can see the record of requests your 
mom made to Alesha, and the word ‘daughter’, like, comes up a lot. 

Jill: (sarcastic) Oh, I bet. (imitating mom’s voice again) Play songs about the 
worst daughters in the world.  

Derrick: OK, um, searching for worst— 

Jill: No, I was being sarcastic.  

Derrick: Oh, right. (pause) I knew that. (silence) 

Jill: (pause, then more gentle, inquiring tone) So, what did she search for? 

Derrick: Efforting. Efforting. OK, here we go. (as if reading off a report) Recipes to 
send to my daughter.  

Jill: She always hated my cooking. 

Derrick: How to’s on cleaning to help my daughter. 

Jill: My house was never clean enough. 

Derrick: (still reading) How to be a better Mom— 
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Jill: Always criticizing my parenting. 

Derrick: Let me finish…. how to be a better Mom to my daughter.  

Jill: Huh? 

Derrick: There’s more. (searching) Um, (reading) talks on how to apologize. Being 
more open to feedback. Loving and accepting children. Getting your 
child’s love back. 

Jill: This can’t be— 

Derrick: (continuing) What the Bible says about forgiveness. (pause) Um, want 
me to continue? 

Jill: (tentatively) Wait. That last one.  

Derrick: Huh? 

Jill: The forgiveness thing. Go there. 

Derrick: Efforting, efforting. OK. Matthew 18:21-22. Then Peter came to Jesus and 
asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who 
sins against me? Up to seven times?" Jesus answered, "I tell you, not 
seven times, but seventy-seven times.” Want me to go on? There’re many 
more verses on that theme. 

Jill: No, stop. (looks at her phone again) Need to talk. (pause, reflecting) 
Getting her child’s love back. (pause) Forgiveness.  

Derrick: Forgiveness. There’s freedom in forgiveness. When Jesus said to forgive 
seventy-seven times, what he really was asking was, “How free do you 
want to be?” 

Jill: Huh?  

Derrick: That was part of the article on forgiveness that Alesha found for your 
Mom.  

Jill: (sits slowly) How free. (looking at phone again) Maybe. Maybe we…she 
and I…um, can talk. Maybe. Maybe I need some freedom, too. I’ll wait. 
Listen. We’ll, uh, see.  

Derrick: (pause, then) While you wait, any requests?  

Jill: Surprise me. 

Derrick: You got it. (“Respect” by Aretha Franklin starts-just opening bars)  
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Jill: Perfect. Thanks, Derrick. You know, you can give Alesha a run for her 
money. 

Derrick: I’m here to serve…well, after my break of course. 

Jill: Of course.  

Lights out. 
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