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a script from 

 “Ready for Christmas”  
by 

David J. Swanson 
 

What A teenage girl is making a YouTube video about getting ready 
for Christmas and is eventually joined by her brother and Mom. Her mom's 
input doesn't really fit with the theme of the girl's video, though it does point to 
a more biblical idea of preparing for Christmas.  
 
Themes: Christmas, Focus, Knowing the story of Christmas, Being receptive, 
John the Baptist 

 
Who Shelby 

Dylan 
Mom 

  

 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

Chilling at home attire for Shelby and Dillon. Mom wears an overly festive frock. 
Video Camera  
Tripod 
Box with decorations 
Christmas lights 
Baking Sheet of Cookies 
Boxes to wrap 
Wrapping Paper 

 
Why Luke 2, Matthew 1, John 1:23 
 
How Though not required, it would be great if the camera Shelby is holding is fed to 

the screens for image magnification. To properly focus attention, the screen 
should be blacked out when they aren’t “recording”. 

 
Time Approximately 8 minutes 
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The living room of a middle-class home. Shelby is shooting her vlog for her YouTube 
channel.  

 Shelby sits on the couch with a camera in her hand or on a tripod. She speaks to it 
directly.  

FX: Camera on 

Shelby: Hi, guys! It’s me, Shelby. How’s it going? Thank you for watching my 
video blog. Today’s video is all about how I get ready for Christmas! It’s 
so close I can taste it!  

Dylan enters, gives Shelby an annoyed look and sits in a chair. 

Shelby: (continued) So I really hope you like this video. If you do, go ahead and 
give it a thumbs up. That really helps support my channel and also 
remember to subscribe— 

Dylan: What are you doing? 

Shelby:  Dylan! You ruined my take. Now I have to—ugh. 

FX: Camera off 

Dylan: Sorry. 

Shelby: Why are you even out here? 

Dylan: Mom said I had to come out of my room and be social. 

Dylan pulls out his phone and loses himself in endless scrolling. 

FX: Camera on 

Shelby: Hi, guys! It’s me, Shelby. How’s it going? Thank you for watching my 
vlog. Today’s video is all about how I get ready for Christmas!  

Dylan: Why do you do that? 

Shelby: Dylan! 

FX: Camera off 

Dylan: Why do you ask, “How’s it going?” They can’t answer you.  

Shelby: Well, they can write in the comments. 

Dylan: Oh, really? You’re going to scroll down to see how your fifteen viewers 
are doing? 
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Shelby: No. I mean, it’s just how you say hi. It’s rhetorical. And it’s not fifteen. 

Dylan: Oh sorry. Twenty viewers for your lame YouTube channel. 

Shelby: My last video went up a week ago and it’s already got over half a million 
views. 

Dylan is stunned.  

Dylan: Half a million people watch your videos?! 

Shelby: At least. My best video is over three million.  

Dylan leaps over to the couch. 

Dylan: So, what do we do, we just talk about how we get ready for Christmas? 

FX: Camera on 

Shelby: Hi, guys! It’s me Shelby. How’s it going? Thank you for watching my vlog. 
I’m joined today by a very special guest. My big brother Dylan! 

Dylan: (too cool for school) Hey, YouTubers. What’s up? 

Shelby: We are super, super excited for Christmas. And we want to be totally 
ready for it, because if you’re not ready, you’ll just totally miss it. 

Dylan: Totally. 

Shelby: So, first we need to get into the Christmas spirit with the right music.  

Dylan: Music! I’ve got this. 

He pulls up his phone.  

Dylan: Here we go. 

SFX: Speed metal version of Joy to the World. Just a few seconds. 

Dylan rocks out. Shelby grabs his phone. 

Shelby: Um, no. Something more like… 

SFX: Music changes to calm instrumental Christmas music that runs in the background 
for the rest of the video. 

Dylan: Hey! 

Shelby: That’s better. So, now that we’re in the Christmas mood, we need to 
decorate. Most of the house is decorated with Mom’s usual stuff, like, 
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you know, trees and garlands and a porcelain nativity, but I like to add 
my own personal flair. 

 Shelby pulls a lit string of Christmas lights out of a box and drapes it over the back of 
the couch. 

Dylan: (vamping) Oh yeah. That’ll probably stay there until Christmas. Perfect. 

Shelby: Next we need to take care of getting gifts for everyone. 

Dylan hops up and grabs a box with some gifts and wrapping paper in it. 

Dylan: I’ve already done my shopping.  

Shelby: Me too. Golf stuff for Dad. Smelly candle for mom. And something for 
Dylan, but I can’t tell you since he’s right here. 

Dylan: It’s an Amazon gift card. 

Shelby: So, then that brings us to one of my favorite things of Christmas. 
Wrapping PRESENTS! 

They both squeal in delight. Dylan has now fully embraced the tone of the video. 

Dylan: You’re not ready for Christmas until those presents are wrapped. 

Shelby: Okay, so then I’ll just record myself wrapping a present and like edit it 
together in a montage. 

She re-positions the camera to show her wrapping. She quickly wraps the present, 
tapes it, bow on top. 

Dylan: (vamping while she wraps) You’re so nit-picky and precise. 

Shelby: I like pretty presents. 

 Shelby resets the camera and pulls out four other wrapped presents. 

Shelby: Okay, after a ton of work, like at least an hour and one major papercut, 
I’ve got my presents all wrapped up.  

Dylan: And I do too. 

Dylan holds up a gift bag and chucks his present in it. 

Dylan: Boom. Done. 

Shelby: We’ll stack these under the tree later. Okay, there’s one more thing that I 
have to do to get fully ready for Christmas. 
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Dylan: If it’s not Christmas cookies I’m going to rage-quit this whole video. 

Shelby: Mom! 

Mom enters carrying a cookie sheet with fresh cookies on it. She is in a nice dress with 
way too much makeup on. She stares awkwardly at the camera and stiffly delivers the 
tray of cookies to the coffee table. 

Dylan: Yes! I knew it! 

Mom: Greetings and salutations. 

 Shelby quickly flashes the camera on Mom. 

Shelby: That’s my mom.  

She quickly returns the camera to herself, robbing her Mom of any more screen time. 

Shelby: That’s right, I’m not ready for Christmas until I’ve decorated some 
cookies. 

Mom: I brought sprinkles and icing. 

Shelby: (annoyed) I know mom.  

Mom mugs for the camera.  

Mom: These are Shelby’s favorite. Ever since she was a little girl. 

Shelby: We can just edit this part out. 

Dylan: Mom, do we have any more gift bags? 

Shelby: Not now, Dylan! 

Dylan: Later then. I’ll get them after. 

Mom: You know who was *really* good at getting ready for Christmas? 

Shelby: Mom, that’s not—you’re not even mic’d well. This isn’t going to turn 
out— 

Mom: You’re talking about getting ready for Christmas, right? 

Shelby: Yes, but— 

Mom: But do you know who was really good at getting people ready for 
Christmas? 

Shelby: I don’t know. Who? 
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Mom: John the Baptist. 

Beat. 

Shelby: John the Baptist? Mom— 

Mom: He went around and told everyone that Jesus was coming. Got them 
ready for His ministry. He even was born six months before Jesus. You 
might say he paved the road to Christ. 

Shelby: (meaning the footage) I can’t use any of this. 

Mom: (reciting; stiffly) He said, “I am a voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as Isaiah the prophet said.” 

Shelby: Did you memorize that!? 

Mom: John 1:23 

Shelby: Maybe I just jumpcut and have the cookies magically appear. 

Dylan: John the Baptist isn’t even in the nativity. The wise men made the 
nativity and they were like two years later. 

Mom: I just thought if you’re going to do a video about getting ready for 
Christmas, then you should really be talking about getting ready for 
Jesus and his ministry, and that means you should cover John the 
Baptist. 

Shelby: Mom, this video is about wrapping paper and cookies and music and 
stuff. 

Dylan: It’s not really about…all that. 

Mom: It’s not? 

Shelby and Dylan: (frustrated) No! 

Mom: (into camera; with a huge smile and presentation; teasing) Well, maybe 
it should be! 

Beat. 

Kids start to talk at the same time, arguing. Mom maintains a big smile, holding up a 
cookie for the camera, mouthing “Merry Christmas” and waving, all while the kids are 
complaining. Example:  
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Shelby:  Now I have to do this whole thing over, I bet John the Baptist’s mom 
didn’t come and interrupt HIM while he was speaking to the people, 
how did you know I got you an Amazon gift card??  

Dylan:  Mom, did you know she has over a million followers? Why don’t you 
ever bake cookies for me? John the Baptist ate locusts so I wouldn’t be 
comparing myself to him, Smellby (Shelby).  

Etc. Lights fade.  
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