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a script from 

 “One Nation Under God”  
by 

Tracy Wells 
 
 

What A parent and older child/teen discuss the national anthem and what it means 
when it says, “one nation under God” while preparing for their Independence 
Day celebration. 
 
Themes: Independence Day, Freedom, America, Fourth of July 

 
Who Child- 10+ 

Parent- can be mom or dad 
  

 
When Present 
 
Costumes 
and  
Props 

Both actors wear casual summer attire, such as t-shirts and shorts. Child carries a 
backpack. 
A table and a stool are center stage. On top of the table is a pad of paper, a 
pencil and a box which contains an American flag. 

 
Why Psalm 33:12 
 
How Keep the dialogue energetic. Be sure and give plenty of time to rehearse with 

your child actor. If child has never been on stage before, give them an idea of 
what to expect—pause for laughter, don’t look at the audience, etc. Both roles 
can be played by male or female. Child can be a young teen.  

 
Time Approximately 4 minutes 
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Parent is standing at the table, writing on the notepad. 

Parent: (checking off items on the notepad) Hotdogs? Check. Buns? Check. 
Soda? Check. Popsicles? Check. Sparklers? (looks up and sighs) God, 
please don’t let my kids burn down the house if I let them have sparklers 
this year. (looks back down at notepad) Check. (picks up notepad and 
looks at it) Well, I think that’s about it. (puts notepad on the table) 

Child enters, backpack slung over her shoulder. 

Child: Hey, Mom. 

Parent: Hi Honey! How was science camp today? 

Child: (dropping the backpack and sitting on the stool) It was good. We made 
foam rockets and shot them into the air using a homemade fuel of 
baking soda and vinegar. 

Parent: Sounds exciting. 

Child: It was! You should’ve seen how high my rocket went. It must’ve gone 
fifty feet into the air! 

Parent: How did you get it to go so high? 

Child: (sheepishly) Well, I may have put a little more baking soda in my fuel 
tank than I was supposed to. 

Parent: (in an admonishing tone, but with a slight smile) Honey… 

Child: (even more sheepishly) And a little extra vinegar. 

Parent: Well, at least your rocket didn’t explode. 

Child: (nervously) Well…. 

Parent: I thought you said it flew fifty feet into the air? 

Child: Oh, it did! (unable to contain her excitement) When it came back down, 
we were all running around, trying to catch it. Even Mr. Louis, the camp 
counselor was helping. 

Parent: Okay… 

Child: And right as Mr. Louis held out his arms to catch the rocket… 

Parent: Yes… 
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Child: (unable to meet her eye, rushes to finish her story) The rocket exploded 
and backing soda, vinegar, and foam went everywhere! 

Parent: (tries to look stern but can’t help a smile from creeping across her face; 
she breaks out into laughter) I bet Mr. Louis wasn’t expecting that! 

Child: (smiling now that she isn’t in trouble) It was amazing. 

Parent: I bet it was. (puts her arm around Child’s shoulder) But let’s save rocket 
building for science class, okay? 

Child: Okay, Mom. (picks up notepad) What’s this? 

Parent: (crossing to box) Oh that’s just my list for our Fourth of July celebration. 

Child: Sparklers. Cool! 

Parent: (opens the box) Yes, sparklers are cool, as long as you don’t burn the 
house down. 

Child: I only burned that one bush last year. 

Parent: Yes, and that bush was less than a foot from the house. (takes flag out of 
the box) 

Child: Good point. (smiles) I guess that makes it a burning bush, like when God 
spoke to Moses? 

Parent: (chuckles) I guess it does! (holds out flag) Here, help me unfold this. 

Child: (stands and helps unfold flag) Speaking of God, there is something I’ve 
been wondering. 

Parent: Sure. What is it? 

Child: You know the Pledge of Allegiance? 

Parent: (as she spreads the now unfolded flag on the table and smooths it out) 
Yes. 

Child: So, every day at camp we raise the flag on the flagpole and we say the 
pledge. (puts her hand on her heart, looks at flag and recites the Pledge 
of Allegiance) I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God. 
(puts her hand down and looks at Parent) It’s that part right there— 
“one nation under God”—that I’ve been wondering about. (sits on stool) 
What does it mean to be a nation, (brings her finger up in air quotes) 
“under God?” 
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Parent: That’s a great question, honey. And you might find it interesting to 
know that the Pledge didn’t always include the “under God” part. 

Child: (surprised) Really? 

Parent: Really. It wasn’t added until 1954 when a pastor named Reverend 
George Docherty suggested it should be added. 

Child: So, before 1954 it just skipped over that part. As in (puts her hand to her 
heart) one nation, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all?” 

Parent: That’s right. 

Child: That’s weird. 

Parent: (chuckles) It just sounds weird to you because you know how we say it 
now. (thinks) And I guess to Reverend Docherty it sounded a little weird, 
too. He thought it was odd that a country whose founders built this 
country and its laws on the belief in the existence of God, didn’t even 
mention God in its pledge of allegiance. 

Child: Yeah, I guess I can see why he thought that was odd. 

Parent: Reverend Docherty believed that a country as great as the United States 
of America—a country who accepts people from all over the world: 
people from different countries, different cultures, different religions—
should acknowledge one thing that unites us—our belief in God. 

Child: But isn’t it true that people have many different beliefs when it comes to 
God? 

Parent: Yes, that is true. But this country was founded on the belief that God is 
watching over us all, no matter how we choose to worship him. 

Child: I like that about our country. 

Parent: (smiles) I do too. (pointing to the stripes on the flag) You see these 
thirteen stripes here? 

Child: Yes. 

Parent: They represent the original thirteen colonies. And these stars represent 
our fifty states. 

Child: (rolling her eyes) I know this already Mom. We learned that in like third 
grade. 

Parent: When we raise this flag…a flag filled with fifty stars…a flag symbolizing 
a united people…we are honoring our founding fathers who worked 
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tirelessly to write our constitution and Bill of Rights. We are honoring all 
those who came before us who fought for our freedom and worked so 
hard to make us one united country…the United States of America. 

Child: Wow. That’s pretty cool. I guess I never thought of it that way. 

Parent: (handing the flag to Child and placing one hand over her heart) And 
when we say the Pledge of Allegiance, (recites) I pledge allegiance to 
the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it 
stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all, 
(brings her hand down) we are voicing our intention to be good citizens 
of this country—a country watched over by God.  

Child: (smiles) I like that… (looks up) knowing God is up there watching over 
us.  

Parent: I do too. (smiles) So does that answer your question? 

Child: It does, but I just have one more question. 

Parent: What is it now?  

Child: Is baking soda flammable? Because if I took a sparkler and attached it to 
my rocket… 

Parent picks up notepad and pencil and starts furiously writing on it. 

Child: What are you doing? 

Parent: Adding a first aid kit to my list. 

Child laughs and holds out one end of the flag. Parent smiles and takes it and they 
exit. End of scene. 
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