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a script from 

 “New Traditions”  
by 

Cara Walter 
 

What This skit is a light-hearted, slice-of-life scene in which a married couple 
considers a new approach to celebrating Christmas.  
 
Themes: Christmas, Marriage, Family Traditions, Caring for Aging Parents 

 
Who Pete (husband 30’s-50’s)  

Jan (his wife 30’s-50’s) 
  

 
When Present 
 
Costumes 
and  
Props 

Warm, casual, clothing for home. Pete is wearing socks on his feet. Jan is in 
slippers.  
Large box labeled “Christmas” 
Garland 
Wrapping Paper 
Bows 
Nativity Set 
Mistle Toe 
Christmas Mug 
Christmas Stocking 
Advent Calendar  
Wreath 
Coffee Table 
Sofa 

 
Why Matthew 1:18-2:11, John 1:1-4, 2 Corinth 9:6-14, Philip 2:5-11 
 
How The scene is played for realism. Pete’s attempts to help reignite Jan’s Christmas 

spirit are made with childlike joy—not as an over-the-top clown. They are a 
loving couple who have come to a crossroads when preparing for Christmas. 
Something feels “different” this year. 

 
Time Approximately 4 minutes 
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Jan is seated on the sofa, lost in thought, when Pete enters the living room with a very 
large box labeled “Christmas”. 

Pete: (setting the Christmas box down in the middle of the floor) Whew! This 
thing gets heavier every year. 

Jan: (standing and crossing to the other side of the box) Maybe we ought to 
stop buying new ornaments for our collection. (opening the box) 
Really…we never get to enjoy them. 

Pete: (wrapping garland around his neck) I love decorating the tree! 

Jan: I know…me too. 

Pete: (going through box, removes wrapping paper and bows) Well, I think 
we’ve got enough wrapping paper! 

Jan: We can only hope. Don’t forget I have to wrap all of your mother’s gifts 
too.  

Jan takes out the nativity set from the large box and brings it over to the sofa to begin 
unpacking the nativity on the coffee table. 

Pete: (pulling out mug) Hey Honey, do we have any eggnog?  

Jan: No, sorry. Add it to my list.  

Pete: (removing items from the box gradually realizing Jan’s not in the 
Christmas spirit) Hello wreath! Here’s the advent calendar! (Notices Jan’s 
expression) I’ll fill it this year. (Singing) jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all 
the way… 

Jan: (mumbling under above) These are so dusty…I don’t remember this 
chip on the Donkey’s nose. 

Pete: (sliding next to Jan on the sofa, while holding mistle toe over his head) 
Merry mistletoe, Babe!  

Jan: (still working on the nativity set, offers him her cheek) Mmm…you too. 

Pete: (back to the Christmas box, he pulls out a Christmas stocking and 
shoves his foot into it) It still fits! 

Jan: (laughing) You’re as bad as the kids. 

Pete: Whew! Glad you can still laugh. (Beat) What’s wrong, Jan? You usually 
can’t wait to dive into the Christmas box. 
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Jan: I just…Pete, it doesn’t feel right this year… I mean, the decorating, and 
the cooking, and the shopping…buying stuff just to have a bunch of 
presents under your mom’s tree, stuff that no one really needs. 

Pete: I could use a new watch… 

Jan: You know what I mean! 

Pete: Is this about our visiting Mom again?  

Jan: Of course not. Although, I’ve got to admit it would be nice to spend 
Christmas in my own home for once. And my folks would love to see 
their grandchildren for Christmas too. 

Pete: We get together with your parents once a month—I don’t think it’s 
unreasonable to spend Christmas with my mom. 

Jan: No, It’ s not. And I never mind the road trip to Arizona to see her, Honey. 
It’s just … (she takes a deep breath and finally blurts out what’s been on 
her mind) The last couple of years have been so hard on everyone, and I 
think the kids are really struggling. If there were ever a time we need 
Jesus, it’s now, and yet somehow every Christmas the baby in the 
manger gets pushed out of the picture in the middle of all the holiday 
craziness. Really— (gesturing to the decorations that are now all over 
the coffee table) how does any of this glorify God? 

Pete: (looking around at all the holiday paraphernalia) Uh…wow…ok, so 
what do you want to do? 

Jan: Well…ok, maybe this sounds corny but I’ve been thinking a lot about 
the true meaning of Christmas…I mean it Pete. Would you leave your 
Father, Almighty God, and the treasures of heaven to come down here 
and live in such humble circumstances with a bunch of ungrateful 
sinners? Talk about the ultimate gift! 

Pete: So, you don’t want to exchange presents at Christmas?  

Jan: It just seems so inappropriate for us who have so much, to waste even 
more of our money and time and energy on ourselves. I was thinking we 
could use our gifts to honor Him on His birthday. 

Pete: I’m confused, I thought you were saying you didn’t want to give gifts. 

Jan: Actually, I was thinking we should give of ourselves. Isn’t that what the 
spirit of giving is really all about?  

Pete: (unenthusiastically) You mean like volunteering in the soup kitchen, or 
donating used clothes and children’s toys to the Goodwill? 
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Jan: Maybe. Or maybe we could reach out to people we already know who 
are feeling sad and lonely this time of year. We could visit Aunt Grace; 
the home is open again, and we could invite your boss to dinner. This 
has to be a rough time for him without Linda. 

Pete: After all these years you still have a few surprises up your sleeves, huh? 
What about all the family traditions? The cards, and the cookies, and the 
reindeer on the lawn? 

Jan: We keep some, and we make some new ones. But we put the focus on 
God. 

Pete: I’ve got to admit it, it’s a great idea. 

Jan: Pete, are you saying “yes”?  

Pete: Can we still go visit my mom after Christmas? 

Jan: Of course! 

Pete: Then let’s do it!  

They hug. Blackout. 
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