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a script from 

 “Love to the Thousandth”  
by 

Andrew Kooman 
 

What Janet is surprised to find her son sitting at the kitchen doing long division on 
the weekend instead of playing outside with friends. She discovers that he’s 
trying to calculate how many years make up 1,000 generations as he tries to 
wrap his head around the enormous promise of God’s love and faithfulness for 
His children. 
 
Part of the Train Up A Child series, this is a funny and touching skit to help 
believers of all ages know and remember what they believe. 
 
Themes: Love, Faithfulness, Parenting, Family, Childlike Faith, Math, Bible App 

 
Who Timmy, 10-years-old (or appears to be) 

Janet, his mom, in her 30s 
  

 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

Smartphone  
Bible  
Pencil and paper 

 
Why Deuteronomy 7:9 
 
How Timmy can be played by a female, simply change the name to Tammy Sarah 

Markwell.  
 
Time Approximately 4 minutes 
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Timmy sits at the kitchen table earnestly writing out a math equation. He has a Bible 
sitting open on the table as well and a smartphone. Janet walks in and stops. She 
watches him with curiosity. 

Janet: Timothy Simon Markwell—I’ve been looking everywhere for you. I 
thought you said you were done with your homework. 

He doesn’t look up. He’s totally engrossed in the math problem. 

Janet: Hello…Timmy? 

Timmy: I am, Mom. 

Janet: It doesn’t look like it to me. 

Timmy: How many years would you say spans one generation? 

Janet: Sorry, what?  

Timmy: A generation. Is it 50? Wikipedia says it’s somewhere between 30 and 
40…what do you think?  

Janet: I’m not sure.  

Timmy: What’s your guess? 

Janet: I’d say nowadays…with people having kids at an older age…on average 
in North America… 30-ish sounds right? But it could be less. Why? 

Timmy: Look here. “Four score and seven years ago.” This blog post says Lincoln’s 
famous quote means 87 years.  

He holds up the phone to his mom. 

Timmy: See? A score is 20 years, so he was talking about 3 to 4 generations from 
Independence in 1776. Eighty-seven years total. 

Janet: What’s this all about? You’re doing math and studying history on the 
weekend when you could be outside playing? 

Timmy: I had to run inside and figure this out. Look. 

He taps the phone screen and holds up the phone to her. She takes it and sits down 
beside him. 

Janet: You’re doing a Bible study on the weekend when you could be playing 
outside? 

She looks at him with awe and pride. 
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Timmy: Well the verse of the day on my Bible App said that God is faithful and 
shows his love to the thousandth generation of those who love him and 
obey him. I had to know how long that was. Check my numbers. 

He pushes the paper toward her. She starts looking it over.  

Janet: Let’s see. (Under her breath) Okay, so, if 5—wait, what’s this, the 5? 

Timmy: I’m estimating. If Lincoln says 4 generations is 87 years, let’s say 5 
generations is 100 years. To be safe. I estimated low. 

Janet: Works for me. Okay, so if 5 generations is 100 years, then 1000 
generations is—oh (she picks up his pencil) you forgot a zero. 100,000 
divided by 5 is… 

She passes the paper back to Timmy. 

Timmy: 20,000?!  

Janet: Yep. 

Timmy: A thousand generations is 20,000 years?! 

Janet: Give or take.  

Timmy: That’s forever! 

Janet: It’s a very, very long time. 

Timmy: I mean, how old’s the earth?! 

Janet: There’s great debate about that. 

Timmy: How long is history?! 

Janet: Well, since the Bible was written much less than 20,000 years. What 
book is the verse from? 

Timmy: Deuteronomy.  

Janet: Well, since Moses wrote the book, it’s been under 10,000 years. 

Timmy: I mean, Grandma and Grandpa love and obey God.  

Janet: They do. 

Timmy: And you said Dad’s mom loved Him too. 

Janet: She did. 
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Timmy: So every time a generation loves and obeys does the 20,000 years start 
all over again? 

Janet: I think it does. The math is incredible, isn’t it?  

Timmy: That’s awesome! Dad always says, “the numbers don’t lie." 

Janet: They don’t. 

Timmy: We can’t outlive God’s love!  

Janet: It never runs up. Let me read that verse.  

He hands her the phone. 

Janet: “So realize that the LORD your God is the true God, the faithful God who 
keeps covenant faithfully with those who love him and keep his 
commandments, to a thousand generations.” Wow. God is so good. 

Timmy: Okay. Now let’s calculate how far into the future God’s love will extend 
toward my kids and their kids’ kids.  

Janet: Your kids?! 

Timmy: In 20 years. And don’t worry. I’ll get married and go to college first.  

Janet: Hand me that pencil. 

They lean over the table and start calculating. Lights fade to end the play. 
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