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a script from 

 “Living Out the Marriage Vows”  
by 

Rachel Benjamin and Rebecca Wimmer 
 
 

What As a bride and groom recite their wedding vows, a husband and wife 
humorously portray how difficult those vows actually are to keep.  
 
Themes: Marriage, Wedding, Conflict, Husbands, Wives, Relationships 

 
Who Pastor 

Groom 
Bride 
Husband 
Wife 

  

 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

Steering Wheel 
Two Chairs 
Thermometer 
Trash Bag 
Laundry Basket with Laundry in it 
Piece of Paper 
Book 
Two Phones 

 
Why Ephesians 5:22-33, Hebrews 13:4, 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
 
How Lighting 

Lighting is an important element in this script. However, if you do not have 
lighting resources, you can simply have the actors freeze and unfreeze. 
Costumes 
 
Costumes 
The Bride, Groom, and Pastor should be in wedding clothes. 
The Husband and Wife should be dressed in everyday attire. 
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Number of Actors 
This script can be done with 3 actors, 5 actors or 7 actors depending on your 
troupe size. 
 
3 Actors: Bride and Groom can (with lighting, staging, and props) ALSO portray 
the Husband and Wife characters. 
 
5 Actors: Bride, Groom and Pastor can stand stage left while the Husband and 
Wife stand stage right. 
 
7 Actors: Bride, Groom and Pastor can stand center stage. One couple can stand 
stage right of center, while another stage left. The Husband and Wife scenes will 
simply alternate between the two couples. 
 
This script can be performed in its entirety, or it can be shortened if needed. If a 
shorter performance time is required, keep the beginning and ending intact 
and select the conflict scenes that best fit your performance needs. 

 
Time Approximately 7 to 8 minutes 
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The Pastor stands with the Bride and Groom facing one another as though they are all 
standing during a wedding ceremony. 

Pastor: (to the audience) The happy couple have combined some traditional 
vows with a few they have written themselves which they will now 
share with one another. 

When the Groom and Bride speak, they are smiling blissfully, almost over the top 
dreamily reciting their vows to one another. 

Groom: I promise to lead and guide you to bright and beautiful places.  

Bride: Wherever we go, we’ll go there together.  

Lights down on Bride and Groom. 

Lights up on Husband and Wife.  

Husband and Wife are sitting in two chairs next to each other, as if in a car. The 
Husband holds a steering wheel. 

Wife: We’re lost. 

Husband: We’re not lost. 

Pause 

Wife: It’s getting dark.  

Husband: We’re almost there. 

Wife: My phone is dead. Yours has no signal. 

Husband: Well, if you could remember to charge your phone once and awhile. 

Wife: (looking out the window) There goes another gas station. 

Husband: We have an eighth of a tank. 

Wife: Barely. We need— 

Husband: We don’t need gas. 

Wife: No. We need— 

Husband: We don’t need directions. We’re almost there. 

Pause. 

Husband: Didn’t I promise you to lead you to bright and beautiful places?  
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Wife: (mumbling a little as though to herself but clearly audible) Four ninety is 
looking pretty bright and beautiful to me. 

Lights down on Husband and Wife. 

Lights up on Bride and Groom. 

Bride: In sickness. 

Groom: And in health. 

Lights down on Bride and Groom. 

Lights up on Husband and Wife. 

Husband groaning on a couch or chair. Wife enters with a pile of laundry and a large 
trash bag. 

Wife: Have you been lying there this whole time? 

Husband: Babe, I don’t feel good.  

Wife goes to him. She picks up the thermometer laying nearby and puts it on his 
head.  

Husband: My mom used to make me this amazing chicken soup whenever I was 
sick. 

She takes the thermometer off his head. 

Wife: (reading out loud his temperature) Oh no.  

Husband: Hundred and five? 

Wife: Ninety-eight point nine. 

Wife takes her own temperature. She looks at it, stuffs the thermometer in his chest 
then walks away. Husband looks at the thermometer and reads it out loud, a little 
astonished. 

Husband: A hundred and one point two?!  

Wife: (offstage) Take out the trash, Man Flu! 

Lights down on Husband and Wife. 

Lights up on Groom and Bride. 

Groom: We will welcome whatever children the Lord gives us into our forever 
lives. 
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Bride: And lead them in righteousness and love together. 

Lights down on Bride and Groom. 

Lights up on Husband and Wife. 

Wife: (shouting offstage) So help me God, I will mail all your stuff to Timbuktu 
if you don’t clean your room this instant, young lady.  

Husband: (shouting offstage in the opposite direction.) Your phone is going to be 
my phone if you talk to me that way again, mister.  

Pause. 

They both sigh and then turn, catching sight of each other. 

Both: (simultaneously) He/She takes after you! 

Lights down on Husband and Wife. 

Lights up on Bride and Groom. 

Groom: For richer. 

Bride: For poorer. 

Lights down on Bride and Groom. 

Lights up on Husband and Wife. 

Wife is sitting down, reading a book. Husband storms in, holding a paper statement. 

Husband: What’s this? 

Pause 

Husband: What’s this? 

Wife: I can’t see it. 

Husband: It’s the credit card bill. We never use this card except for emergencies. 

Wife: (admittedly) I know. The girls were over and we really wanted to watch 
that new movie. It was only a couple bucks.  

Husband: (interrupting) I don’t care about the five dollars. 

Wife: Then why are we arguing? 
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Husband: The late fee. There’s a late fee! In fact, there are three. We’re paying over 
a hundred dollars for your five-dollar movie! 

Wife: (grabbing paper statement and looking at it) What?! Why didn’t you pay 
it? 

Husband: Someone changed our statements from paper to online. 

Wife: So?  

Husband: I didn’t get the paper statement, so I didn’t know there was anything on 
the card. 

Wife: Why didn’t you check online? 

Husband: I don’t do bills online. 

Wife: Well, we don’t live in prehistoric times, (handing the paper back) most 
people do their bills— 

Husband: Well paper statements and checks were working just fine for me. 

Wife: Until you married me. 

Husband: Until I married you, I never had late fees. 

Wife turns away from Husband and picks up her book once more. 

Lights down on Husband and Wife. 

Lights up on Bride and Groom. 

Groom: We will start a new life together 

Bride: Two people…making a beautiful home together as one. 

Lights down on Bride and Groom. 

Lights up on Husband and Wife. 

Husband has his hands over Wife’s eyes. He leads her a little downstage and then 
takes his hands away.  

Husband: Surprise!  

Wife’s face clearly drops as she tilts her head to get a better look at the ‘decoration.’ 

Husband: Do you like it? 

Pause. 
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Husband: You’re speechless. You love it. 

Wife: Umm… 

Husband: I even stayed within the budget. Got a great deal. 

Wife: I thought we were going to use that money to decorate. 

Husband: I did. 

Wife: This isn’t a decoration!  

Husband: Sure it is. 

Wife: It…it has…antlers. (pause then a little annoyed) And it’s in the dining 
room. 

Husband: So? 

Wife: Food is supposed to be on our plate not the wall. 

Husband: This way they can see what they’re eating. 

Wife turns to look seriously at her Husband as though he must be joking.  

Husband looks at his Wife and smiles oblivious to her baffled appearance then 
proudly back at his “decoration”. 

Wife looks back at the “decoration” completely at a loss for words. 

Lights down on Husband and Wife. 

Lights up on Bride and Groom. 

Bride: I promise to give you the attention… 

Groom: …and companionship of a devoted spouse. 

Lights down on Bride and Groom. 

Lights up on Husband and Wife. 

Husband and Wife are sitting in two separate chairs both fiddling on their phones. 

After some time and never looking up from their phones… 

Husband: (without looking up) Do you want to play racquetball later? 

Wife: (after a beat) Not tonight. 
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Beat. 

Husband: We just haven’t played racquetball in a while. 

Wife: I know. I’m just really tired. 

Beat. 

Husband: I like playing racquetball. 

Wife: I like playing racquetball too, just not when I have a headache and an 
important meeting in the morning followed by a PTA bake sale, after a 
long day at work and taking the kids to their piano and soccer practices, 
and the dog to the vet… 

Husband: Ok, ok…I got it. No racquetball. 

Beat. 

Wife: And sometimes I might like a little more advanced notice to prepare for 
racquetball. 

Long pause as they glance up for a moment at each other, then continue to fiddle on 
their phones. 

Husband: Maybe we can play racquetball tomorrow night? 

Wife: I’ll pencil you in. 

Lights down on Husband and Wife. 

Lights up on Bride and Groom. 

Bride: I promise that I will always be there for you. In the good times and the 
bad. 

Groom: Nothing will ever come between us. 

Husband and Wife sit watching a television. They are wearing rival sport team colors. 
(Insert your local rivalry) 

Husband: (screaming at television) Aw, C’mon! Are you kidding me, Ref? Throw the 
flag! That was clearly pass interference. 

Wife: (very matter of fact) That’s not pass interference. He didn’t even touch 
him. 

Husband: You can’t be serious! He basically mauled him. 

Wife: Oh, please! It’s your wide receivers butter fingers that are the problem! 
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Husband: My wide receiver?! Look at your defense! Dirty players, all of them! 

Both: (ad lib yelling at each other over the game.) 

Suddenly their attention is drawn back to the TV screen. 

A beat and then— 

Both: (at tv throwing their hands up in disgust) C’mon!!! 

Lights down on Husband and Wife. 

Lights up on Bride and Groom. 

Bride: We will not let the sun go down on our anger. 

Lights down on Bride and Groom. 

Lights up on Husband and Wife. 

They’re sitting upright on a couch or in bed. Both visibly annoyed. Their arms crossed 
and not looking at one another. 

Long pause. 

Very long pause.  

Wife looks at Husband. He does not look at her. She looks away. 

Husband looks at Wife. She does not look at him. He looks away. 

Long pause.  

Very very long pause. 

Husband lets out a long sigh. Then reaches out his hand toward his Wife laying his 
palm open on the couch/bed next to her.  

Wife looks at the hand, then at her Husband, and with a deep breath puts her hand in 
his. 

They look at each other. 

A faint smile on both their faces. 

Lights down on Husband and Wife. 

Lights up on Bride and Groom. 
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Pastor: Marriage…is hard. Ask anyone here who is or has been married about 
the vows they made on their wedding day and how they spoke them 
earnestly…but honestly, without really knowing just exactly how 
challenging marriage was going to be. Marriage can be an illustration of 
the love God has for his people. A strong, capable, sacrificial groom 
giving his life for his beautiful, faithful, adoring bride. And it’s possible to 
love your spouse unconditionally…but not alone. It’s only possible with 
God’s help. So, join me in praying for this newly married couple as they 
live out their marriage vows…after the wedding. They’re gonna need it.  

Lights down. 
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