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a script from 

 “Have You Got a Light?”  
by 

Stuart Sellner 
 
 
 

What Inspired by Matthew 5:14-16, one character has a lit candle but refuses to share 
his light with anyone else, choosing to hide it under a bowl. 
  
Themes: Witness, Parable, Light, Shine 

 
Who Lit 

Seeker 1 
Seeker 2  
Seeker 3 

  

 
When Present 
 
Costumes 
and  
Props 

Four candles (one lit) 
Bowl suitable to cover candle 

 
Why Matthew 5:14-16 
 
How The actor playing Lit should be good at physical comedy. His/Her expressions 

and actions should be clear for the audience to see and understand. Be sure you 
leave yourself plenty of time to rehearse with the lit candle.  
 
Bowl must be big enough to cover lit candle and cause the candle to go out 
within a minute or so. A wet sponge can be used inside the bowl to ensure the 
candle goes out. 

 
Time Approximately 4 minutes 
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Lit starts with a lit candle which must be able to stand by itself. Seeker 1, 2 and 3 carry 
unlit candles. 

Centre stage is a table with a bowl on it. 

Lit enters from stage right, walking across to stage left and then back to centre stage. 
As he walks, he is admiring his lit candle, waving it about. 

Seeker 1 enters slowly from stage right. Lit sees Seeker 1, backs off from centre stage 
a bit, looks around quickly, and then puts his hand holding the candle behind his back. 

Seeker 1 sees Lit and walks over to him. 

Seeker 1: Excuse me mate, have you got a light? (holds candle out towards Lit) 

Lit: A light? No, sorry, I don’t. 

Seeker 1: Oh. Okay. 

Seeker 1 walks away and off stage left. 

Lit watches him leave, and when he is far enough away brings the candle back in front. 

Lit starts looking and playing with the candle again. 

Seeker 2 slowly walks on stage right. 

Lit turns away from Seeker 2 (facing towards stage left) and continues watching his 
candle. 

Seeker 2 walks slowly up behind him. 

Seeker 2: Hey man, have you got a light? 

Lit stops still. He very carefully puts the light on the table and then turns around 
keeping himself between Seeker 2 and the candle. 

Lit: Sorry, no. No light here. 

Seeker 2: Are you sure? I thought I saw something when I was walking over. 

Lit backs up against the table to make sure he obscures the candle. 

Lit: Must have been a trick of the light. Now that you mention it, I may have 
seen something over there. (Lit points off stage left, making sure not to 
move away from his spot) 

Seeker 2: Ah, thanks. I guess I’ll look over there. 
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Seeker 2 heads off towards stage left. Lit watches him, moving around carefully to 
keep his body between the candle and Seeker 2. 

Seeker 2 turns back to look at Lit a few times, with each time Lit tries to appear casual 
and as if he had not moved. 

Seeker 2 eventually leaves stage left. Lit turns around, picks up his candle and starts to 
look and play with it again. 

After a few moments, Seeker 1 and Seeker 2 walk on again from stage left, talking to 
each other. 

Seeker 1: But are you sure? 

Seeker 2: I definitely saw something. 

Seeker 1: But why would he lie about it? 

Seeker 2: Look, are you interested in a light or not? 

Seeker 1: I guess there is no harm in asking again. 

Lit sees them walking back on and looks around him. He sticks his candle back on the 
table, and stands in front again, then looks behind him, shakes his head, tries 
stretching his shirt wide, but shakes his head again. He then sees the bowl. He quickly 
picks up the bowl and puts it over the candle. He then stands back from the table as 
they walk up. 

Seeker 1: Excuse me mate. Are you sure you don’t have light? 

Lit: No, no light, no light at all. (Lit holds both hands up in front of him) 

Seeker 2 leans a bit to look behind him, and then stands up scratching his head. 

Seeker 1: (to Seeker 2) I told you. (to Lit) I am sorry to have bothered you again. 

Seeker 2: (to Seeker 1) He still could be lying. 

Seeker 1: Look, why would he lie about it. I mean, if he did have a light, it wouldn’t 
cost him anything to share it, and it would make the whole world that 
little bit brighter. 

Lit starts to look a little guilty. 

Seeker 2: Perhaps he’s ashamed of it? 

Seeker 1: Why would he be ashamed? Would you be ashamed if you could light 
up the darkness? 
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Seeker 2: I guess not. Still, I was sure there was something shining behind him. 

Seeker 1: Well, there’s nothing there now, is there? 

Seeker 2: He could have hidden it. Under that bowl for instance. 

Lit looks alarmed, though neither Seeker 1 nor 2 is looking at him. He takes a step 
towards the bowl. 

Seeker 1: Under a bowl? Be serious. If he had a light do you really think he’d risk 
putting it under a bowl? Who knows what might happen? Heck, it could 
even go out. 

Lit looks more alarmed and starts edging towards the bowl more. 

Seeker 2: You’re right. Yes, you’re right. (to Lit) Mate, look, I’m sorry I doubted your 
word. 

Lit: That’s fine. No harm done. (he looks nervously at the bowl) Look, I don’t 
want to appear rude, but I’ve got things to do. 

Seeker 1: Oh, sorry. Hey, if we do find a light, we’ll make sure to let you know too. 

Lit: Thanks. 

Seeker 1 and Seeker 2 head off stage right. Lit watches them go. As soon as they don’t 
show any sign of looking back, he dives for the bowl, and carefully takes it off the 
candle. 

The candle has gone out. 

Lit slowly lifts the candle, looking at it in shock, his back to stage right. 

Seeker 3 walks on from stage right approaching Lit from behind. 

Seeker 3: Excuse me mate, but have you got a light? (holding up his candle) 

Lit startles when Seeker 3 speaks, he doesn’t turn round, looks down at his 
extinguished candle, then looks up and off towards stage left. 

Lit: (saddened) No…sorry…I don’t. 

Seeker 3 heads back off-stage right. 
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