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a script from 

 “Grandpa’s Advice”  
by 

Andrea Coli 
 

What Grandpa offers some unsolicited advice to his granddaughter before her first 
job interview and she finally realizes that taking his advice might actually be a 
good idea.  
Themes: Mentoring, Work, Grandparents, Intergenerational Relationships, 
Wisdom 

 
Who Grandpa 

Jess 
  

 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

Sweater/Jacket 
Chair/Ottoman  
Small Side Table 

 
Why Proverbs 1:5 
 
How It’s helpful for Jess to continue getting ready for the interview during the scene, 

so additional props (make-up, brush, purse, etc) are helpful. One option is to 
have her angled toward the audience as if she is looking in a full-length mirror, 
doing her hair and makeup, etc. The small side table can be used for any props 
she uses while getting ready. The chair can be used to give each of them a place 
to sit throughout the scene to allow for movement.  
 
Jess is fairly uninterested in Grandpa’s advice, but they have a fun-loving 
rapport, so she shouldn’t come across too “bratty” but just with a little teenage 
apathy.  
 
Note: There is a running joke in which Grandpa mispronounces things. In one 
instance it’s Trader Joe’s. If that grocery store is not familiar to your audience, the 
joke can have another store name substituted with the same basic joke. 

 
Time Approximately 5 minutes 
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Jess is in her room getting ready to leave for her first job interview. Grandpa enters 
holding her sweater/jacket. 

Grandpa: Here, Honey. Your mom told me to give you this.  

Jess: Oh, thanks, Grandpa. 

Grandpa: (setting jacket on chair/ottoman) So, are you ready for your first job 
interview? 

Jess: I think so…I mean I hope so. Mom says I have to start using my own 
money when I go out with my friends and I am hashtag broke! 

Grandpa: What does hash brown broke mean? 

Jess: (laughing) No Grandpa, hashtag broke. I just mean I need money. Why 
else would I be looking for a job?  

Grandpa: I see. Did you think through how you’re going to answer the interview 
questions? 

Jess: Not really. What’s there to think about? It’s just being a bagger at Trader 
Joe’s. How hard could the interview be?  

Grandpa: They might throw you a curve ball! Like “What’s your favorite product at 
Traders Joe?” 

Jess: Grandpa, it’s Trader Joes, not Traders Joe. Um…I don’t know. I don’t go 
grocery shopping. 

Grandpa: C’mon, you must be able to think of something. 

Jess: Um…ok…I like their mac-n-cheese. 

Grandpa: There you go! Listen, you should arrive for your interview early, walk 
around the store a bit and just observe. That might give you more to say 
in your interview. 

Jess: That seems like a lot of work. 

Grandpa: It is work! (Exaggerated exasperation, not angry) That’s why they call it a 
job! (Pause, calms down) If you want this job, you have to stand out. 
They need to know you want to work there. 

Jess: I don’t think anyone wants to be a bagger. It’s not like my dream or 
anything. 

Grandpa: That may be, but you never know what this could lead to. 
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Jess: (unconvinced) I guess. 

Pause 

Grandpa: Did you know I was 12 when I got my first job? It was stocking shelves at 
Jimmy’s Liquor Stop. 

Jess: (shocked) You worked in a bar when you were 12? 

Grandpa: (laughing) No, it wasn’t a bar. It was like one of those, ah, Seventy 
Elevens that are all over. 

Jess: You mean 7-Eleven. 

Grandpa: Right, that’s what I said. Anyway, Jimmy’s had all sorts of snacks and 
convenience items. Not just booze. And I would come in every day right 
after school. Jimmy would always let me eat one candy bar for free 
while I was working. And sometimes he’d give me the damaged stuff to 
take home to my mom. If a package came open or a can was dented. 

Jess: I don’t think you’re supposed to eat stuff from a dented can. 

Grandpa: Well, we weren’t real picky back then. But my point is, Jimmy liked me, 
always said I was a good kid. You know why? 

Jess: Because he could off-load his damaged products to you? 

Grandpa: I think it was because I walked right into the store one day, looked him 
in the eye, gave him a firm handshake and told him I could make his 
store look real good so when the customers came in they’d see more 
items they’d want to buy.  

Jess: (slightly accusatory) So…you didn’t even have an interview. 

Grandpa: Well, not that time, but I’ve had plenty of interviews! And every time, I 
did the same thing—look them in the eye, firm handshake (mimic 
handshake) and tell them why they’re better off with me than without 
me. 

Jess: Grandpa, don’t you think it’s a little weird for me come in as a 16-year-
old being all…I don’t know…like assertive or whatever you call it? 

Grandpa: No! Not at all! Trust me, this’ll work. Here, let’s practice. 

Grandpa moves her so they are facing each other and walks her through the motions 
while reciting “walk up, look them in the eye, give them a firm handshake.” They run 
through it twice with him teaching her the pattern. Some ad lib is fine here. 

Jess: (after second handshake) But what if my hand’s all sweaty? 
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Grandpa: I have a trick for that. Right before you walk up, swipe your palm on the 
side of your pants like this. 

Grandpa leads Jess through two more walk-through while coaching adding the 
“swipe” move: “swipe, walk, eyes, shake.” She’s half-hearted, sort of humoring him, but 
eventually gets it. He’s excited and congratulates her when she gets it. 

Grandpa: You got it! That’ll get their attention right off the bat! 

Jess: (unconvinced) Maybe…but it is going to get me my 15 bucks an hour?  

Grandpa: (shocked) You’re going to make $15 an hour!! That’s like 20 times more 
than I made at Jimmy’s! (Mumbling to himself ) I was born in the wrong 
century. 

Jess: I gotta go. 

Grandpa: You’re gonna do great, kiddo. (While exiting) I’ll tell your mom you’ll be 
down in a minute. 

Jess pauses for a moment then starts miming the motions and word pattern Grandpa 
taught her. 

Jess: (To herself ) Swipe, walk, eyes, shake. Sw…wait, walk, swipe? Or swipe, 
walk… (Follows after Grandpa, yelling.) Hey Grandpa, it is swipe first or 
walk first? 

Lights out. 
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