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“Freestyle Offertory”
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Curt Cloninger

When we think of the word "offertory", the images of a plate being passed in
church while a song plays is what typically pops into our minds. But should an
offertory be limited to a two minute time slot during Sunday morning church?
Themes: Giving, Serving, Offering, Gifts, Talents

Actor (or actress)

Present

Sunday morning church clothes

Romans 12:1
The actor/actress speaks directly to the audience, as if to one person. He or she
speaks simply, with a dry delivery, almost self-effacing, definitely without

“preaching”.

Approximately 3 minutes
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"Freestyle Offertory"

Actor/actress walks onstage, perhaps to musical accompaniment, as if to sing the
offertory for the church service. He or she arrives center stage, listens to the opening
measures of the accompaniment, and then, instead of singing, motions for the
accompanist to stop playing.
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I'm not much of a singer. I'm more of a...a talker. A“noticer”. | guess
that’s what you could call me. A “noticer”. A“bring-stuff-to-the-surfacer”.
I've been that way sinc sed to get me in trouble at family
reunions. I'd notice thi about the family. And then I'd
talk. Bring what | noticed to the e. And then my mom would give
me that look, and I'd be excused 1o go play outside. Awkward. Well, you
know how it is with kids. Not much of a filter there.
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might be a little ahead of schedule.
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ut myself, | mean. When that plate goes by,

at | drop in, most of the time, there’s a

little...rush, and | think to myself, “Okay, that’s it. 'm done”. Like it's a

one-time deal, you know? Ten seconds and I'm done offering.
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"Freestyle Offertory"

bad stuff. | get to just...offer it. And God sorts it out and turns it into
something. | like it when | realize that. It’s like an all-week rush, instead
of a ten second thing as that plate goes by.
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