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a script from 

“Free Peppermint Spice Lattes” 
by 

Brad Williamson 
 
 
 

What A barista grows frustrated when several customers don't understand the true 
meaning of Christmas, until finally someone enters who gets that it's all about 
celebrating the birth of Jesus.  
 
Themes: Christmas, Savior, Busyness, Distractions, Commercialism, Jesus, 
Reason for Season 

 
Who Barista– Works at Cup O’ Joe Coffee House 

Busy Lady– Too busy, talks to self 
Shopaholic– Likes to buy stuff  
Cheery– Happy to be alive 

  

 
When Present; Christmastime 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

The setting is a coffee shop, so go as big or as simple as you want.  
Coffee cups 
Apron for Barista 
Each actor should wear clothes befitting their character 

 
Why Romans 15:13; Luke 2:10-11 
 
How The Barista gets increasingly frustrated with each person that gets the meaning 

of Christmas wrong. Let that build. Each actor should be distinct in their own 
personalities. The last customer, Cheery, who is joyful, should have genuine joy. 
Don’t make him/her a caricature of someone who is super perky. They should be 
sincere in their Christmas spirit.  

 
Time Approximately 5 minutes 
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Barista is behind the counter at Cup O Joe’s, cleaning and preparing for customers. 
Shopaholic enters. 

Barista: Welcome to Cup O’ Joe’s. May I take your order? 

Shopaholic: One peppermint spice latte. It’s time I got myself a Christmas 
present! 

Barista: Say! We’re running a special. Would you like a free one today? 

Shopaholic: Sure! What do I have to do? Guess how many reindeer pull Santa’s 
sleigh? It’s eight! No, I mean nine! Because if it’s really foggy, then 
Rudolph has to lead with red nose! Ugh! I missed it didn’t I? 

Barista: No. We don’t do that kind of contest here…the kind where you 
make up your own question, then answer it. I simply want to tell you 
the true meaning of Christmas! 

Shopaholic:  Oh! For me, Christmas is the time for shopping. I start on 
Thanksgiving, lining up at Walmart before the leftovers are put away. 
This year I scored a “My First iPad” for my son. I had to push three 
moms out of the way…but I got it! An hour ago, I was at the mall 
getting presents for my wife. We set a limit of $600 each this year. I 
ran out of ideas on December third, but I’m just gonna keep 
shopping until I hit six hundred. 

Barista: Couldn’t you just spend less? 

Shopaholic: And lower the budget for next year? I don’t think so! Picking the 
perfect gifts is what Christmas is all about! 

Barista: Actually, no. Christmas is the celebration of Christ’s birth as told in 
the Bible. 

Shopaholic: But there were gifts, right?  

Barista: Technically that’s true, but… 

Shopaholic: Great! Nailed it! 

Shopaholic takes the drink from Barista and remains, drinking it. Skater Dude enters. 

Barista: Welcome to Cup O’ Joe’s. May I take your order? 

Skater Dude: One peppermint spice latte. 
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Barista: Another one? Those things are selling like hot cakes! 

Skater Dude: I didn’t know you sold hot cakes here. 

Barista: We don’t. It’s just an expression. 

Skater Dude: No, I want a latte, not an espresso. 

Barista: No, I said, “expr—” …never mind. Would you like a free peppermint 
spice latte? 

Skater Dude: Sure! What if I, like, chug an entire bottle of syrup, then you give me 
a free one! 

Barista: No, that’s not how this works. Besides, we don’t have any maple 
syrup here. 

Skater Dude: Then what do you put on the hot cakes? 

Barista: Ugh! Just let me tell you the true meaning of Christmas and I’ll give 
you a free latte! 

Skater Dude: No need! Christmas is about, like, chipmunks roasting on an open 
fire… uhh, Jack Frost ripping off your nose… ummm, mewl vide 
barrels with squnger goalmire… and, uhh, polkas danced in 
Camaros? 

Barista: Not even sort of. I’m pretty sure a lot of those weren’t even words. 
The true meaning of Christmas is Jesus coming to earth to save 
mankind from their sins. 

Skater Dude: Righteous! 

Skater Dude takes the drink and remains, drinking it. Busy Lady enters. 

Barista: Welcome to Cup O’ Joe’s, may I take your order? 

Busy Lady: (hurried) One peppermint spice latte. And make it quick! 

Barista: You sound overwhelmed. Maybe I can help brighten up your day a 
little. I’ll give you a free peppermint spice latte and all I’m asking you 
to do is— 

Busy Lady: I haven’t really had time to think about what Christmas means… For 
me, it means going, going, going! There’s my daughter’s 4th grade 
Christmas party at school… They’re making reindeer out of clothes 
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pins—Ack! Note to self, pick up clothes pins—Then there’s my son’s 
Christmas concert—Oh no! Note to self, find a shop that can get 
worms out of a trumpet. There’s the Christmas party at work—Uh 
oh! Note to self, call Café Isabella and make reservations for 200. 
Then we also go watch the Christmas parade, attend the tree 
lighting downtown, and take the two kids to see Santa—dang it! 
Note to self, I have three children…  

Barista: (deflated) You didn’t even mention it. 

Busy Lady: You mean there’s more!? I talked about parties and music and lights! 
What more could there possibly be? 

Barista: (getting irritated) Those are ways we celebrate Christmas. But 
Christmas is about the birth of the living God! You guys really need 
to pick up a Bible once in a while! 

Busy Lady takes the drink and remains, drinking it. 

Busy Lady: Note to self, drink coffee slowly. 

Cheery enters. 

Barista: (grumpy) Welcome to Cup O’ Joe’s, may I take your order? 

Cheery: I think I’ll have a peppermint spice latte. 

Barista: Shocker. 

Cheery: You seem kinda down. You should be happy! It’s Christmastime! 

Barista: (cynical) Why are you so happy about Christmas? Did Jingleberry the 
magic unicorn put a penny in your shoe or something? 

Cheery: No, not that I’m aware of. 

Barista: Then why!? What about Christmas do you find so joyful? 

Cheery: Christmas is the time when we remember that God sent his only son, 
Jesus, to earth as a little baby boy. He was born to be an example to 
us so we would know how to follow God in our own lives. 

Barista: Wait…you actually know what Christmas is all about? 
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Cheery: Of course! That baby grew up and died on a cross to save us from 
our sins so we can live with God in heaven. That’s why I’m happy! 
Christmas is the birth of our savior! 

Barista: You are so right! Not everybody gets that. But I get it. I can’t believe I 
let myself get so grumpy! I need to show my joy in Jesus off this 
season if I want others to get it too! 

Cheery: That’s what Christmas is all about! 

Barista: Oh! I almost forgot! Your peppermint spice latte is on the house! 
Happy holidays. 

Barista gives her a latte. 

Cheery: I think you mean, “Merry Christmas!” 

All exit. 
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