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a script from 

 “Fatherhood is a Big Empty Wallet”  
by 

Sheree Mann 
 

What This skit looks back on the lessons and memories found in a dad’s old wallet as it 
honors older fathers and their legacy of love, faithfulness, and wisdom. 
Themes: Father’s Day, Fathers, Parenting, Wisdom, Honoring Parents, Money, Life 
Lessons 

 
Who Actress   
 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

Casual Clothing 
Chair  
Box  
Packing tape  
A man’s wallet (the kind that folds in half ) 
Newspaper or other packing material  
A wallet-sized photo of a child (somewhat resembling the actress) with the 
words “To my daddy. My favoritest person” written in childlike lettering on the 
back 

 
Why Ephesians 6:1-3, Proverbs 22:6, 1 Thessalonians 2:11–12 
 
How The stage should be set with one chair, center stage. The wallet-sized photo 

should be tucked into one of the center areas of the wallet in a way that hides it 
but allows the actress to retrieve it easily.  
The box should have crumpled newspaper or other packing material inside so it 
doesn’t appear that the wallet is sitting in an empty box. The wallet should be 
placed on top of the newspaper, then covered with one sheet of crumbled 
newspaper so the actress can easily access it but it still appears the wallet has 
been packed. The box should then be sealed with packing tape, making sure to 
leave a “pull tab” by folding over the end of the tape (so it can be easily opened 
onstage). 

 
Time Approximately 3-4 minutes 
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Actress enters, holding the sealed box containing the wallet, and sits down facing the 
audience. She places the box on the floor in front of her. 

Actress:  Finally! The last box! I’m so over this “moving” thing. 

Actress rips the tape off the box before saying anything else, then slowly opens the 
box top and takes out the top newspaper as she says the next lines. 

 I didn’t know how much stuff I owned when I so flippantly said, “Hey, 
let’s buy that cute house across town!” But I just have this last box and I 
will be done unpa— 

Actress stops speaking suddenly as she lifts the wallet from the box. With feeling… 

 Oh! My daddy’s old wallet!  

Turns it over and touches it lovingly. 

 My daddy’s big, fat, (laughs) always (making quote mark in the air with 
one hand) “empty”, wallet. Well, I guess it’s not so fat now, but it always 
was when he had it. Goodness, he kept everything in here! I used to 
wonder why he always sat sort of sideways in his chair, until one day I 
noticed the huge bulge in his back pocket. (Shakes it a bit while she says 
the next sentence) It was you, you silly old (smiles) dear, dear thing.  

 Discount cards. Probably a dozen of them. (Imitating dad with a deep 
voice and shaking the wallet as she speaks) “But I saved 25 cents, didn’t 
I? And a penny saved is a penny earned!” (Laughs) Yes, Daddy, you saved 
25 cents and then spent hundreds on chiropractor bills. (Laughs again) 
But you did love a bargain. You even put all your loose change in here 
because sitting on 50 pennies was better than wasting them! 

 Now, that you’re older, daddy, well…(pause and sigh) it’s just different. 
(Sadly) Sometimes you remember me. Most times…you don’t. (With 
feeling) What I wouldn’t give to hear you call me your “pretty little girlie” 
one more time. (Wipes a tear) 

 But Daddy, even though you might not always remember me…I 
remember you. I remember every lesson you ever taught me, and most 
of them came from this wallet right here! 

 You definitely instilled in me the value of a bargain, (pause) but you also 
taught me to give generously. Every Sunday when I was little, I would 
ask you to give me a dollar to put in the offering plate, but you always 
gave me two, because (imitating dad again) “God deserves twice what 
we think He does!” 

Opens the wallet and looks through the spaces where paper money would be kept. 
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 You taught me to receive graciously. Every weekend of my teen years, I 
asked you for money. (Laughs) You always made me think you weren’t 
going to give me another penny because (imitating dad again) “What in 
the world did you do with the last money I gave you? Besides, my wallet 
is empty, remember?” (Laughs) But then you’d wink at me, and 
miraculously find just enough money in this empty wallet. (Pause) And 
then, you made certain I gave you a hug, looked you in the eyes, and 
said “Thank you, daddy.” 

 (Sighs) So many memories in this flimsy piece of leather (or other 
description, depending on the wallet; feeling around inside the wallet 
one more time) It tells a lifelong story of… 

Actress stops speaking as she finds her picture in the wallet. She carefully takes it out 
and begins to cry a bit. 

 Oh, daddy! I thought this wallet really WAS empty now. You kept my 1st 
grade school photo? 

Turns the photo over and reads the back. 

 “To my daddy. My favoritest person.” 

 (Laughs while crying) Well, it actually says” To my babby.” I wrote all my 
“d”s backward. (Wipes another tear) 

 But you kept it anyway. My picture, in the center of all the discount 
cards, and the loose change and the money that always magically 
appeared when I needed something… 

 (Looking at the wallet) Daddy, you made me the center of your big, fat, 
empty wallet…(pause) and you made me who I am today. 

Actress wipes another tear and gathers her emotions. 

 Well, I think this last box can wait another day. This wallet and I are 
taking a trip across town. I need to hug my daddy and look him in the 
eyes and thank him again…and tell him he’s the center of my heart. 

Actress leaves the box and exits the stage, holding the wallet close. Lights out. 
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