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a script from 

 “Do You Know This Man?”  
by 

Ginny Neil 
 

What In this monologue (that involves a few audience members to shout lines out), 
we see Peter distraught and ashamed because he denied that he knew Jesus, 
but he finds forgiveness at the foot of the cross.  
Themes: Grace, Guilt, Forgiveness, The cross, Peter’s denial, Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, Easter week 

 
Who Peter 

Person 1 
Person 2 
Person 3 

  

 
When The night of Passover and the day of Jesus’ crucifixion 
 
Costumes 
and  
Props 

Peter is dressed as in Biblical times.  
Wood pile for fire 
Small Cross 
Sound effect- Rooster Crowing

 
Why Luke 2Person 3:54-62, 40-43 

 
How It is very important that this be practiced until the delivery convinces the listener of 

Peter’s remorse and then acceptance of forgiveness. The actors who are playing the 
crowd are out in the audience and say their lines from there. As an alternative you 
could have someone lead the entire audience in repeating the three questioning lines 
and leave only the lines that are different for the three actors. 
 
The stage is empty and fairly dark except for a spotlight shining down on a pile of 
wood as if it is the light of a fire. In Scene II, the fire spotlight is gone and another 
spotlight shines so that a small cross placed in front of it creates a large shadow of the 
cross on the back wall. If you can’t darken your space, then you could have someone 
pull up a blanket at the time of darkness between Scene I and Scene II and between 
Scene II and III. A cross could be brought on stage instead of using a shadow.

 
Time Approximately 3-5 minutes 
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Scene I 

Peter runs in looking back over his shoulder, then slows and walks to stand in front of 
the “fire.” 

Peter: (in deep distress) What an awful night (warms hands at pretend fire). 
And where is that no good, lily-livered, son of a bin-builder, Judas? I bet 
you anything someone bribed him to turn Jesus in. (looking around 
then pacing) I don’t know what to do. Should I go after Jesus? Tell the 
high priests and elders that they are making a huge mistake? (stops and 
hits palm with fist) Jesus is the Son of God. He doesn’t need me to help 
him. I’m sure that He will do something to show them who He is. I bet 
He will call on fire to rain down from heaven. Or maybe He will stop up 
the Pharisees’ bowels until they all bloat up like old wineskins. (giggles) 
Or even better. Jesus will turn them all into pigs! (returns to warming 
hands by fire and says quietly) But what if He doesn’t? What if He 
forgives them? He’s always talking about forgiveness. If He forgives 
them, will the priests let Him go? (alarmed) Or will they come after all of 
us for blasphemy. For following someone who claims to be the Son of 
God. 

Crowd members shout from the audience and Peter looks out, alarmed. 

Person 1: Do you know Jesus? 

Person 2: Aren’t you one of them?  

Person 3: Aren’t you one of Jesus’ closest friends? 

Peter: (looking out and fearful) I don’t know Jesus. Why are you asking me this? 
I promise you, I’ve never heard of him.  

Returns to looking at fire and warming hands, then hears something and looks off in 
distance. He points off in distance, speaks softly as if to himself. 

 Over there! Here they come with Jesus, now. (shaking head) It looks bad, 
but I know what He can do. I’ve seen the miracles. Maybe he is waiting 
for the right time to show them once and for all that He’s the Son of 
God. (with rising excitement) He’s looking…right at me. He’ll do it now! 
They’ll see. (quietly intense) SHOW THEM JESUS! (long pause, drops 
hands to sides…puzzled and sad) He didn’t do a thing.  

Crowd members shout from the audience. 

Person 1: Do you know Jesus? 

Person 2: Are you one of them?  
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Person 3: Aren’t you one of Jesus’ closest friends? 

Peter: (fearfully shaking head) I do not know this man. (begins pacing again, 
very agitated) Why do you keep asking? I promise you, (turns to face 
audience) I’ve never heard of him. 

Person 1: (accusingly) I saw you in the garden with him.  

Peter: (getting more and more agitated) I do not know this man.  

Person 2:  The others ran away. 

Peter: I’ve never heard of him. 

Person 3:  But you sneaked over here. 

Peter: It wasn’t me. I wasn’t even near! 

Sound effect: Rooster crows as soon as he finishes speaking. 

Peter: (startled, looks up as rooster crows, long pause, and then throws his 
hands over his face before slumping to his knees) Oh Lord! What have I 
done? I lied and now… (slumps shoulders and body) you’re gone. You 
knew that I would lie. (pointing out away from self ) You warned me. 
(ashamed) And you were right. (completely defeated) I abandoned you. 
I didn’t call you friend. (head down, hands at side, completely defeated) 

Scene II 

The stage goes dark. When the lights come up, the audience sees the shadow of a 
cross. You can have sound effects of people screaming to crucify Jesus or have silence. 
After a moment, the lights go to black. 

Scene III 

Lights come back up and the cross is gone, but Peter is there facing away from the 
audience. He slowly turns and addresses audience directly. 

Peter: (quietly urgent) Ask me again. Ask me if I knew this man. 

Person 1: Do you know Jesus? 

Person 2: Aren’t you one of them? 

Person 3: Aren’t you one of Jesus’ closest friends? 
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Peter: (sadly) No. I am not one of Jesus’ closest friends. I am a no good, lily-
livered, son of a bin-builder (long pause, tearfully) who let my friend die 
on a cross. But as He was dying. As He was DYING! I heard that he 
whispered, “Forgive them, for they know not what they do.”(looking out 
at crowd) ASK ME AGAIN! 

Person 1: Do you know Jesus? 

Person 2: Aren’t you one of them? 

Person 3: Aren’t you one of Jesus’ closest friends? 

 Peter: (with rising intensity) YES! I know Jesus. YES! I’m one of them. I know it 
now. He’s my closest friend. He knows I am a no good, lily-livered, son of 
a bin-builder. He knows how broken I am. (fiercely) And yet, He forgave 
me from the cross. He forgave me. He…forgave me.  

Walks offstage, then turns back just before disappearing. 

 How about you? Do YOU know Jesus?  

 

PURCHASE 
SCRIPT 

TO  
REMOVE 

WATERMARK  
AT 

SKITGUYS.COM 




