
© Skit Guys, Inc. Only original purchaser is granted photocopy permission. All other rights reserved. 
“Skit Guys” is a trademark of Skit Guys, Inc. Printed in U.S.A. 

 

“Diagnosis” 
by 

Bill Price 
 
 

What A man gets bad news from the doctor. His heart is filled with vengeance—and 
it’s killing him. Themes: Vengeance, Heart, Forgiveness 

 
Who Doctor 

Frank 
  

 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

Chair 
Doctor’s lab coat 
X-ray 

 
Why Psalm 51:10, Matthew 5:8, Romans 12:19 
 
How Make your dialogue very conversational. Doctor is compassionate, but firm. 

Frank is in denial. 
 
Time Approximately 5 minutes 

 



“Diagnosis” 

 

2 
www.skitguys.com 

Frank is sitting on the table (or chair) finishing getting dressed. Doctor enters. 

Frank: (nervously) So, Doc, what’s the verdict? 

Doctor: (slowly, seriously) Frank, I’ve been your doctor for a long time, right? 

Frank: So, I gather it’s not good news. 

Doctor: I’d like to think I’m more than just your doctor, Frank. I’m your friend, 
too. 

Frank: Must be worse than I thought. (Beat) Yeah, that’s right, Walt. We are 
friends. So, I don’t expect you to pull any punches now. Just give it to 
me straight up. 

Doctor: I’m glad you feel that way. This is never easy, but here it is—straight up, 
(beat) Frank—it’s killing you. 

Frank is shaken. 

Frank: Oh no. I never dreamed…Doc, are you sure? 

Doctor: I’m afraid there is no mistake. 

Frank: But it doesn’t make sense. I mean it seemed like such a little thing. 
And…and…now you tell me it’s killing me? 

Doctor: That’s the way these things are, Frank. They always start out seeming 
small and insignificant, but they have a horrible way of growing and 
growing until they completely consume you. Such is the case with you. 

Frank: But most of the time, I feel fine. 

Doctor: Let’s look at the x-rays, shall we? 

Frank: Sure…I guess. 

Doctor holds x-ray up to the light. They both look. 

Doctor: (pointing) This is your heart here. Now. See it? There…and there…and 
there. I’m afraid it’s completely taken over. 

Frank: It looks so innocent to be causing so much trouble. I guess I thought it 
would be…uglier. 

Doctor: Don’t underestimate it just because of the way it looks. It’s still a very 
lethal thing that’s attacking your heart. It probably started out so small 
that it was hardly noticeable. But then you let it grow and fester until 
now, it’s gotten big enough to destroy you. 
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Frank: Wait a minute. What do you mean, “I let it grow”? 

Doctor: Oh yes. Didn’t you realize? You've been in complete control of this thing 
all along. You could have stopped it at any time. 

Frank: What are you saying? Just what is this thing? 

Doctor: You mean you don’t know? 

Frank: No, I don’t. 

Doctor: Oh, it’s a textbook case really. My friend, your heart is filled with 
vengeance. 

Frank: Vengeance? Get real. Nobody dies from a case of vengeance. 

Doctor: You are. 

Frank: That’s impossible! 

Doctor: Is it? Left untreated, vengeance can lead to a horrible death. What make 
it so horrible is that it consumes not just your body, but your mind as 
well. It fills your thoughts, your actions, until it drives everything you do. 

Frank: This is ridiculous. There’s nothing wrong with me. I don’t have a 
vengeful cell in my body. Look, Walt. I know we’re friends and all, but I 
just can’t accept this. No offense, but maybe I need a second opinion. 
Maybe you’re wrong! 

Doctor: Of course you’re welcome to do that, but the results will be the same. 
Frank. There is no mistake. 

Frank: Look, I don’t care what you say. I came here with a case of minor 
irritation and now you’re trying to tell me that I have a terminally 
vengeful heat? 

Doctor: Frank, think back…remember when you first began experiencing your 
symptoms? You said someone hurt you. And all you could think about 
was the wrong that had been done to you. It soon turned to anger, then 
bitterness. And over time, it consumed more of more of you until it has 
spread to the one place you can’t afford for it to be—your heart. 

Frank: I never meant to let it go this far. 

Doctor: You must deal with this type of thing very early—if you expect to 
survive. 

Frank: But isn’t there anything we can do? Can’t you cut it out of me? What 
about surgery? 
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Doctor: Surgery? I wish it was that easy. 

Frank: It’s not? 

Doctor: Funny thing about vengeance…if somebody else tries to cut it out of 
you, it just comes right back.  

Frank: Then what am I supposed to do? 

Doctor: No doctor can cure what’s killing you, Frank. This time, it’s all up to you. 

Doctor exits leaving Frank alone. Lights down. 
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