“Bring Your Own Snowballs: A Tropical Christmas”
by

Andrew Kooman
What

Timmy’s attempt to bring snowballs on the family’s Christmas vacation opens
the door for his mom to share the Christmas story and remind Timmy of the real
meaning of the holiday.
Part of the Train Up A Child series, it’s a funny and touching skit to remind
Christians of all ages what they believe.
Themes: Christmas, Parenting, Family, Travel, Childlike Faith, Jesus, Peace

Who

Timmy (played by an actor who can look under 10 yrs)
Janet, his mom, in her 30s

When

Present

Wear
(Props)

Cooler
Carry-on Bag

Why

Isaiah 9:6 and Luke 2: 4-7

How

Keep the dialogue conversational. If you are working with an actual 10-year-old,
make sure you give yourself plenty of time to practice. Coach the child to not
look out at the audience, but to connect with the other actor while on stage.

Time

Approximately 3 minutes
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Janet enters the stage rolling a carry-on bag behind her. She looks at her watch.
Janet:

Timothy Simon Markwell, where are you? We’re loading up the van.

Timmy:

(off-stage) I’m coming!

Janet:

If we don’t leave in the next ten minutes we’ll miss our flight!

Timmy enters dragging a cooler behind him. He proudly stops in front of her and
places it at her feet.
Janet:

What’s this?

Timmy:

My carry-on. You said we each get one.

Janet:

There’s no way that will fit in the overhead bin.

Timmy:

Do we have a smaller one?

Janet:

What do you need a cooler for, anyway? There are fridges in Florida!

Janet leans over and pops open the lid. The contents remain unseen by the audience.
She closes the lid and covers her face with her hands.
Janet:

Timmy!

Timmy:

I’ve been gathering snow balls and putting them in the freezer for the
last two weeks so I can take them on the trip. It’s not Christmas without
snow.

Janet:

Honey, that’s really sweet, and yet again you’ve given me great material
to share at your wedding someday, but please go and get your suitcase.

Timmy:

If I can’t bring this then I’d rather not go!

Janet:

You’ve dreamt about going to Disney World since you were in diapers.
This is a family trip of a life time!

Timmy:

But how can we have Christmas if we’re not at home? With no tree? With
no snow?

Janet:

That’s not what Christmas is about and you know better than that.

Timmy:

But we’ll be in a place with so many other people we don’t know.

Janet:

That’s true.

Timmy:

I won’t have my own bed. I won’t have all my toys. Everything will be
different.
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Janet:

Come here.

She pulls him into a side hug.
Janet:

It’s okay to be nervous about the trip.

Timmy:

It is?

Janet:

Of course. It’s a big deal for all of us. But you know what?

Timmy:

What?

Janet:

That feeling is actually more like the feeling at the first Christmas than
anything else.

Timmy:

Being scared?

Timmy sits on the cooler.
Janet:

I think so. Mary and Joseph, they made a big trip too. A long, long way
to Bethlehem on a dusty road with no snow. They left everything they
knew and the comforts of their own home on that first Christmas.
Everything for them was unknown. They didn’t have a tree. They didn’t
have a big family meal. They didn’t even have a bed to sleep in.

Timmy:

But they had Jesus.

Janet:

Literally. And now he’s with us. Wherever we go. Even to Florida.

Timmy:

But I’ve never been on an airplane before. I’ve only been thinking about
being at Disney World, not getting there.

Janet:

Well, I think this is a good thing then.

Timmy:

How?

Janet:

The next time we read the Christmas story you’ll understand even better
that Mary and Joseph were real people like us who had the same kind of
worries and fears. And how Jesus can bring you peace in your heart
whenever or wherever you need it. At home or in Florida.

She looks at her watch.
Janet:

Yikes. Buddy, we need to go.

Timmy:

Okay.

He stands up.
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Janet:

Without the cooler.

Timmy:

I wanted to surprise John and Sarah with a snowball or two.

Janet:

I’ll tell you what. They’re outside right now. What’s say we launch a
surprise attack after you go grab your suitcase. You take John. I’ll get
your dad and Sarah.

Timmy is reinvigorated at the suggestion and opens the cooler lid.
Timmy:

Sounds good to me.
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