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a script from 

“Big Lessons in the Big Apple: Connecting with Love” 
Day 1 from the series “Big Lessons in the Big Apple” 

by 
The Skitzy Chicks 

www.skitzychicks.com 
 

What How cool would it be if your grandmother owned a hotel in New York City? 
Casey, Jack, Samantha and Ben are just that fortunate and get to visit Grandma 
Ethel and Grandma Agnes in the busy Big Apple! They are in for some fun and 
adventure and also learn some valuable lessons along the way. 
 
"Connecting With Love" Day 1- The kids arrive in the city to discover that there 
are people all around us that we can show God's love by being a servant.  
Themes: Love, Service, The Good Samaritan, Helping, Kindness, Compassion, 
Caring, Kids Worship, VBS 

 
Who Charlie (bellhop) 

Ethel  
Agnes 
Sam 

Casey 
Ben 
Jack 

 

 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

The setting is a hotel lobby. You can go as big or as small with the set as you'd 
like. For more ideas, see the intro video at SkitGuys.com.  
*See prop list at the end of this script. 

 
Why Luke 10:25-37; 1 John 4:7-8 
 
How Ethel and Agnes are sisters and have a fun time poking at each other constantly. 

You can play these two a little over the top. If you can swing it, give them New 
York accents. Give plenty of time to rehearse with the kids. The original kids for 
the first performance of this script were ages 13 and 12.  
 
Note: Feel free to edit for time if needed. 

 
Time Approximately 10-12 minutes 
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Lights up. We are in the lobby of a New York hotel. There is a concierge desk on stage 
right, a fountain center stage and sofa and coffee table stage left. Beside the check-in 
desk on an easel is a portrait of an older gentleman. It is very early in the morning. 
Agnes enters and pauses to talk to the portrait. 

Agnes: Hello dear, you're looking dapper this morning. I just love that suit on 
you.  

Charlie, the bellhop enters carrying a binder and addresses Agnes as he passes. 

Charlie: It’s the same suit Mr. Hillman wears everyday Mrs. Hillman. 

Agnes: Oh, don’t be silly Charlie. I know this just a portrait but it makes me feel 
better to tell Mr. Hillman how the hotel is doing. 

Charlie: (Charlie is now behind the desk, flipping through binder) Mr. Hillman 
would be very proud of the hotel today. Who would have thought two 
old ladies- 

Agnes: Charlie… 

Charlie: Two aging sisters- (Charlie is smiling while flipping through the binder) 

Agnes: Charlie… 

Charlie: Two senior citizens- 

Ethel enters, holding a hockey stick, whaps Charlie softly on the back of the head and 
keeps walking. 

Charlie: I meant to say, who would have thought that distinguished gentle 
ladies could run a hotel so successfully? 

Agnes: That’s what I thought you meant to say. 

Ethel has made her way center stage. She makes a raspberry sound. 

Charlie: Huh-oh. I think her team lost. I’m outta here. (Charlie disappears around 
the corner.) 

Agnes: (Agnes yells after him) What team? 

Ethel: (Standing center stage, arms crossed, wearing a surly expression) My 
hockey team. 

Agnes: You don’t play hockey. 

Ethel: Says you. 
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Agnes: Yeah, says me. You’re too old. 

Ethel: Senior league. We’re the Black Widows. We would have beat the 
Pacemaker’s but the refs put our star player in the penalty box. 

Agnes: Who’s your star player? 

Ethel: Me. 

Agnes: You? Ethel you can’t see the nose on your face how in the world can you 
see the puck? 

Ethel: Anyone could have made the same mistake. 

Agnes: Ethel? 

Ethel: Tony, you know, the cab driver that parks in front of Sal’s deli, he loses 
his lower denture in our faceoff and I took those false teeth all the way 
to the goal…scored off the facemask of the Pacemaker’s goalie. 

Agnes: Well, you didn’t really score, because it was dentures not a puck. 

Ethel: That’s what the ref said, he’s Maria Torcoli’s boy. Remember him, used to 
talk to mailboxes when he was younger.  

Agnes: I remember. Sweet kid, very complimentary of our mail drop. 

Ethel: Whatever. He won’t count my goal right? So I walks right up to him and 
say, “Listen hear Ricky Torcoli, I know your mother and I just might have 
to tell her about the two meatball subs you had for breakfast.” 

Agnes: Ethel! 

Ethel: What? He has high cholesterol. I’m doing him a favor. 

Agnes: So he sat you out.  

Ethel: And I owe Tony a lower set of teeth. You think my Robert’s old set would 
work? 

Agnes: (Ignoring the comment) Well, I know how to cheer you up. The 
grandkids' plane was on time and they should be here any- 

Samantha comes running into the lobby downstage center, drops her bags, and falls 
onto her knees very dramatically. 

Sam: Land! I’m alive! 

Agnes and Ethel stare at the collapsed form and then share a look. 
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Ethel: Is she okay? (She pokes her with the hockey stick) Samantha dear, tell 
Me maw what’s wrong? 

Agnes: I think she’s all veklempt. 

Casey, Jack and Ben enter with their bags. Casey runs to hug Agnes (her grandma) 
and Ben runs to hug Ethel, his grandma and then they switch grandmas. Jack walks up 
slowly playing a game boy. Casey, after the hugs, notices Sam still hugging the floor. 

Casey: There she is. Sam! We didn’t know what happened to you…you 
disappeared. 

Ethel: (Gesturing with the hockey stick) Okay, what’s up? What’s the story 
here? 

Casey: It’s nothing. She’s fine. We just had our first taxi ride from the airport to 
the hotel. 

Sam: (Jumping up to tell her tale) We swerved, we dodged, we honked, my 
life flashed before my eyes.  

Agnes: What life? You’re thirteen. 

Sam: I know. So many adventures left to live. 

Casey: (Rolling her eyes) Do you see what I deal with?  

Ethel: She’s always been a little excitable. I think she gets it from her mother’s 
side. 

Agnes: You’re her mother’s side. 

Ethel ignores Agnes and gives Samantha a hug. 

Ben: Samantha is a bit of a drama queen. 

Sam: Better a drama queen than a book worm.  

Ethel: Enough you two, you’d think you were siblings or something. 

Agnes: Alright, let’s get you kids settled. I want to spend every moment I can 
with my grandkids and great niece and nephew.  

Ethel: Right. We were so excited when your parents called about the National 
Puppet Festival (or whatever talent your kids can do) here in New York 
and asked if you could come and stay with your granny’s.  

Casey: I’m so excited about the festival. We call ourselves “Four Cousins”…it’s 
the only thing we could all agree on.  
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Agnes: Very succinct dear. 

Casey: We are going to dominate the festival but I hope there’s time for some 
sightseeing too.  

Ethel: Oh sure. We’re gonna see Sal’s Deli down the street, best potato salad 
ever. And then there’s a beautiful portrait of Donald Trump on the 9th 
street Bridge made entirely out of chewing gum. Wouldn’t touch it 
though. And then…  

Agnes: Ethel, I think they want to see more of the main attractions, like the 
Statue of Liberty. 

Ben: The Statue of Liberty is a colossal neoclassical sculpture on Liberty 
island in New York Harbor, designed by Frederic Bartholdi and dedicated 
on October 28, 1886. The statue has become an icon of freedom and of 
the United States. 

Agnes: Well, aren’t you the smart one. 

Ethel: He gets it from his mother’s side. 

Agnes: Ethel, you’re his mother’s side, oh never mind. 

Ben: I was hoping to visit the American Natural History Museum. 

Ethel: Sure sweetie, right after you get settled we’ll catch a cab and- 

Sam: Cab? I’m not riding in that rolling cage of death and destruction again! 

Ethel: Alright dear, there’s always the subway. 

Sam faints into Casey’s arms. Casey rolls her eyes. 

Ben: See what I mean? Drama queen. 

Casey: (Still holding Sam)  I was hoping to see the Guggenheim and 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. Oh! And the American Folk Art Museum. 

Sam: (Raising her head and perking up) How far are we away from Broadway? 
I have my audition piece ready to go. Wanna hear? 

All kids: No! 

Samantha belts out a song. 

Casey: She’s been doing that since we left Texas. Come on Ms. Diva let’s go 
check out our room. 
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Ben: Hey, wait for me. 

Ethel: Hang on there kiddos, let me get your keys.  

Ethel and the other kids walk over to the reception desk to get the keys and look 
through brochures. Agnes hangs back with Jack who is looking a little down. 

Agnes: Hey, kiddo. Don't you want to look at the map with the others and 
figure out where you want to go today? 

Jack: I dunno. 

Agnes: You dunno? What's got your face all turned upside down there? 

Jack: You sure do have a lot of homeless people here. 

Agnes: Oh you saw that did you? 

Ethel and the other kids have overheard what Jack and Agnes are talking about and 
slowly make their way over to the couch while pretending to read the map.  

Jack: There was this man out there on the street that said he'd carry my 
luggage if I gave him some money. He said he was really hungry and 
didn't have a place to sleep. But when I got out my wallet, everybody 
pitched a big 'ole fit and told me I shouldn't give the man anything. Ben 
said that if I gave him money he'd just spend it on alcohol. Then Sam 
said that the man was way too dirty and needed a bath and that I didn't 
want him to touch my suitcase and that the bellhops were unionized 
and it was taking money out of their pockets. Then Casey said that if I 
wanted to help him that I should give him a fishing pole and not a fish! 
(Pause) I don't even know what that means! 

Agnes: You know, that reminds me of a story that my late Sunday School 
teacher Mr. Howard  J. Abnernathy, we called him Mr. Abner, told me 
when I was just a little girl. It's a story about a story. 

Jack: What?  

Agnes: It’s a story about a story! See, Jesus liked to use stories to teach people. 

Jack: Kind of like you, Meemaw! 

Lights down; Cue Video 

Note: If you are using the video with the narration, then omit the next lines until "lights 
up".  
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Agnes: That’s right! So one time, a man asked Jesus how to show God that he 
loved him, and Jesus told him this story. Once there was a man that was 
walking from Jerusalem to Jericho. While he was walking, some men 
jumped out of the bushes and attacked the poor, unsuspecting man! 

Jack: Were they ninjas?! 

Agnes: Were they-? No, they were not ninjas.  

Ben: Were they Pirates? 

Agnes: Pirates? You boys watch way too much TV. Haven’t you heard this story 
before? 

Jack: (Snickering) Yes. Keep going. 

Agnes: Okay, where was I? Oh yes! Anyway! There he was, poor and 
unsuspecting man, when some men jumped out of the bushes and 
attacked him! They robbed him and beat him up and left him for dead!  

Jack: That’s awful. 

Agnes: You betcha’ that’s awful.  

Jack: If it were me, I would’ve used the grip of death and- 

Agnes: Yes, yes, you’re very ninja-like. So they left him for dead on the road. As 
the man lay there dying, a priest walked by.  

Jack: A priest? Like a man that works in the church. 

Agnes: The very same. He might have thought that the robbers were still hiding 
and waiting to hurt someone else! So the priest just walked right on by. 

Jack: That’s awful. 

Agnes: You betcha' that's awful. Then, a Levite came walking by. 

Jack: What’s a Levite? 

Agnes: He’s another type of man who helped in the church. Surely he would 
stop and help the poor man. 

Jack: He didn’t, did he? 

Agnes: No, he didn’t. He, too, kept walking! But then a Samaritan came walking 
by and saw the man, beaten and clinging to life. (Builds this up 
dramatically) And as he approached the man…(pause) he stepped right 
over him and kept on walking.  
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Jack: Yeah! Wait, what? No he didn’t! 

Agnes: That's right! He didn't! He bandaged the man and put ointment on his 
wounds. Then he picked the man up, put him on his donkey and took 
him to an inn where he could get help. He also gave the innkeeper two 
silver coins and told him that if it costs anymore to take care of the man 
that he would come back and pay it! 

LIGHTS UP 

Ethel: That was a great story!  

Agnes: Hey, where did you get the hats and the popcorn? 

Ethel: There's a vendor right outside and I get the munchies during story time. 

Agnes: Hey, Jack, you know what else is important about this story? The man 
who was hurt was a Jew and Samaritans and Jews did not get along. So 
for the Samaritan to help a Jew…well let me tell you, it was a big deal. 
He didn’t just help, he went out of his way to help. And he didn’t really 
care what other people thought about him, did he? 

Jack: No, he didn't. So how do I serve the Lord and still be responsible? 

Agnes: Well, let's see here. Didn't you say you had five dollars? 

Jack: Yeah. 

Sam: I've got five dollars too! 

Casey: We could call a cab- 

Sam: A cab?! 

Casey: For the man,  

Ethel: (Raises her hand enthusiastically) Ooooh! I know! We have a list of 
shelters that we could call.  

Jack: That's a great idea! I honestly didn't know what that guy was going to 
do with a fishing pole. 

LIGHTS OUT 
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Prop List: 
Portrait of a man 
4 Backpacks or bags for kids 
Nintendo DS- for Jack 
Book- for Ben 
Hockey Stick 
Map 
Crazy NYC hats  
5 bags of popcorn 
 

  

PURCHASE 
SCRIPT 

TO  
REMOVE 

WATERMARK  
AT 

SKITGUYS.COM 



“Big Lessons in the Big Apple” 

 

10 
 

 

“Big Lessons in the Big Apple: Choosing To Trust” 
Day 2 of "Big Lessons in the Big Apple" 

by 
The Skitzy Chicks 

www.skitzychicks.com 
 
 

What How cool would it be if your grandmother owned a hotel in New York City? 
Casey, Jack, Samantha and Ben are just that fortunate and get to visit Grandma 
Ethel and Grandma Agnes in the busy Big Apple! They are in for some fun and 
adventure and also learn some valuable lessons along the way. 
Themes: Nicodemus, Trusting, Believing, Faith, Kids Worship, VBS 

 
Who Charlie 

Ethel  
Agnes 
Sam 

Casey 
Ben 
Jack 

 

 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

The setting is a hotel lobby. You can go as big or as small with the set as you'd 
like. For more ideas, see the intro video at SkitGuys.com.  
*See prop list at the end of this script. 

 
Why John 3:1-21 
 
How Ethel and Agnes are sisters and have a fun time poking at each other constantly. 

You can play these two a little over the top. If you can swing it, give them New 
York accents. Give plenty of time to rehearse with the kids. The original kids for 
the first performance of this script were ages 13 and 12. 
 
Note: Feel free to edit for time if needed.  

 
Time Approximately 12-18 minutes 
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Agnes is dusting and arranging the items on the sofa table, she moves on to the side 
table while Ethel follows behind dusting and arranging the same items. 

Agnes: Ethel, what are you doing? 

Ethel: I’m dusting. What does it look like I’m doing? 

Agnes: Dusting. 

Ethel: Well, if it looks like I’m dusting why’d you have to ask? We wasted a 
whole minute discussing what you already knew. Time management, no 
one knows how to prioritize their time these days. 

Agnes: What are you talking about? 

Ethel: This discussion could take place in a text or an email you know. Jack set 
up an email account for me yesterday. We could be having this 
discussion while watching American Idol. 

Agnes: (Shaking her head) Ethel, I was supposed to dust. You were supposed to 
empty the waste baskets behind the desks. 

Ethel: (Pulling out her cell phone) You sure? 

Agnes: Now what are you doing? 

Ethel: Checking my notes.  These cell phones are amazing.  Hey text me would 
ya?  Jack set up different ring tones so I could tell who’s calling or 
texting.   

Agnes: Ethel, you can’t see the numbers on your phone so I doubt you could 
read a text- 

CUE RINGTONE TRACK 2 
"You're A Mean One, Mr. Grinch" was originally used 

Ethel: It works.  

Agnes: That’s the ring tone you’ve assigned to me.  Ooo, I’m getting a text. It’s 
from you. (Looks at her phone) On apozd ro arst? What in the world?   

Ethel: Huh?  It’s this phone…the letter’s are so small…or my thumbs are big.  
I’ve always thought I had unusually meaty thumbs. 

Agnes: Ethel! 

Ethel: Right. Well, it says I'm supposed to dust. 

Agnes: Fine. You finish… 
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Ethel: Up,up,up…text me. 

Agnes: I am not going to text you…you’re standing right there. 

Ethel: (In a sing-song voice) Time manage-ment. 

Agnes: Ethel! Finish dusting. I’ll empty the waste basket. 

Ethel: Okay, but when you’re ready to embrace technology let me know. 

Agnes: Embrace techno—Ethel, you just texted “on apozed ro arst!” 

Ethel: (Confused) Oooh, I thought we decided I was dusting.  

Agnes: Ethel, we have to hurry, the kids will be here soon…or now. (The kids 
come running in yelling, calling out to “nana” and “memaw” They are 
obviously in the middle of some debate or argument.) 

Casey: Samantha, you are being such a drama queen. I didn’t say I didn’t 
believe you, I just said I wanted to see for myself… 

Ben: Actually, you said “I need to see it to believe it.” 

Casey: Thank you Ben, your photographic memory comes in handy again. 

Ben: Well, while my memory is outstanding, a photographic memory refers 
more specifically to text and images rather than the spoken word. 

Agnes pats Ben on the head and turns him around. 

Ethel: What are you doing? 

Agnes: Looking for the on off switch. (The kids laugh.) 

Sam: Well, it still hurts that my own cousin won’t trust me when I say that this 
show we are seeing tonight is the most stupendous, fantabulous, 
ginormous, show in the history of Broadway ever. 

Jack: Cool! Is there fighting and ninjas, and swords and a gun fight with alien 
invaders and a mother ship that sucks up all the actors off stage during 
a smokin’ laser firefight? Pew pew pew! (Laser gun sounds.) 

Casey: (Turning to Samantha) I thought you said it was a love story? 

Jack and Ben look at each other and groan. 

Ethel: Oh, I love a good love story, two beings drawn to each other by a bond 
stronger than the world around them…Romeo and Juliet… 
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Agnes: Nancy and Ronald Reagan… 

Ethel: Peanut butter and chocolate… 

The kids giggle. 

Sam: Casey, the set for this musical cost a gazillion dollars and took thousands 
of man hours to build! You’re an artist! This should totally be the most 
exciting day of your life… 

Casey: Do you know the term superlative? 

Ben: Can ginormous be a superlative if it’s not a word? 

Jack: (Head bent playing his handheld game) Spell check recognizes it. 

Ben: Really? (Jack shows Ben the screen of his game) Huh. 

Sam: This amazing show is the (Samantha struggles, looking for an 
appropriate metaphor)…the Mona Lisa of Broadway Musicals! 

Ben: The Mona Lisa has no eye-brows.  

Everyone stops and looks at Ben. 

Agnes: You really can’t help it can you son? (Ben shrugs.) 

Ethel: Samantha, sweetie, if I had to guess I would say you are a tad excited 
about the show tonight. 

Casey: (Rolling her eyes) Understatement.  

Jack: Yeah, we’ve had to listen to show-tunes since we’ve been in New York. 

Sam: (Taking her place center stage she belts out an excerpt from “The Wizard 
and I”  from the musical "Wicked"; other songs can be substituted) When 
I meet the wizard my whole life will change, cause when you’re with the 
Wizard no one thinks you’re strange…” 

J, B &C: (They all raise their hands) WE DO!  

Sam: (Disappointed) I just want someone to be excited with me. 

Casey: And I will…after I see it! I can’t get excited just because… 

Sam: Your favorite 2nd cousin in the whole world- 

J& B: Superlative.   
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Sam: -tells you it’s the BEST SHOW EVER!  

Agnes: You know Ethel, this reminds me of a Bible story that my favorite Sunday 
school teacher, Mr. Howard J. Abernathy, we call him Mr. Abner, told 
us…(the kids roll their eyes and start to mouth the words with Agnes.) 

Ethel: Oooh, sit, sit down kids, Agnes is going to tell us about Doubting 
Thomas- 

Agnes: No- 

Ethel: The woman from Samaria- 

Agnes: No- 

Ethel: Wee little Zacchaeus in a- 

Agnes: No-  

Ethel: Okay, you got me…(the kids giggle, and Ethel squeezes in between the 
kids on the couch to listen to the story.) 

Agnes: Nicodemus. 

Ethel: (A few beats behind) Nicodemus! That’s what I was about to say next.  

Lights down; Cue Video 

*Note: If you are using the video with the narration, then omit the next lines until 
"lights up".  

Agnes: There was once a man named Nicodemus, who was a Pharisee during 
the time of Jesus. In fact, Nicodemus was a member of a special group 
called "the Sanhedrin", making him a leader even among the Pharisees. 
Nicodemus had heard all about Jesus and had seen the great things 
Jesus had done. He knew something was very different about this man.  

 Being a Pharisee, someone who studied the scriptures and worked in 
the church of Jesus time, Nicodemus knew that one day God would 
send a Messiah, a Savior. Could Jesus be the one? Nicodemus had to 
find out! 

 But the rest of the Pharisees had a hard time believing that Jesus was 
the Messiah! In fact, they didn't like Jesus at all and spoke out against 
him. They thought Jesus was just a trouble maker.  
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 But Nicodemus didn't feel that way. He knew that Jesus must be 
someone really special because of all the things that Jesus said and did. 
Surely God was with this man! 

 Nicodemus decided he had to meet with Jesus and find out for himself. 
He didn't want the rest of the Pharisee's to find out, because that would 
mean trouble for him! So, late one night, Nicodemus went to meet with 
Jesus.  

 "Jesus," Nicodemus said, "we know that you are from God because of all 
the things you've said and done. How else could you be able to do such 
things?" 

 Jesus said, "Listen to what I have to say, Nicodemus, because it's the 
truth. Unless a person is born again, he cannot see God's kingdom." 

 "Huh? How can a person, who is already grown up, be a baby again? 
How can that happen?" 

 Jesus said, "Let me explain it again. What's born of the flesh is flesh. 
What's born of the spirit is spirit. It's not about the part of you that you 
can see and touch, it's about the part of you that's on the inside. Aren't 
you supposed to be a smart and educated man? Shouldn't you know 
about these things? We hear and feel the wind blow, but we can't see it, 
right? It's the same way with everyone who is born of the Spirit. 

 For God, loved the world so much that He gave His one and only Son 
that whoever believes that He is God's Son won't die! But will have life 
everlasting." 

 Nicodemus felt a tugging in his heart. Could it be that Jesus was God's 
Son…the one he had been waiting for all of his life? The one that the 
prophets had spoken of for hundreds of years? He had a lot to think 
about!  

 Nicodemus was eager to learn more about Jesus. What about you? Will 
you choose to trust Jesus today? 

 Nicodemus had some big questions and went right to Jesus for the 
answers. Are you ready to listen to Jesus for answers today? 

Lights up 

Ethel:  (When the lights come up Ethel and the Kids have silly hats on. Ethel 
claps enthusiastically) Oh, I love that story. It has all the elements of a 
great tale, intrigue, danger, a nighttime meeting, a hardened heart 
turned good…and it’s true! 
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Agnes: Now where did you get the crazy hats?  

Ethel: There's a vendor outside and he's got…oh never mind.  The point, 
Agnes, is that that was a great story! And you tell it so well Agnes…very 
compelling. Don’t you think kids? It’s her soothing voice I think.   

Agnes: My voice huh? Well I hope my dulcet tones didn’t put you to sleep 
because there was a message in there for you kids.  

Casey: Nicodemus wanted to see it to believe it. 

Agnes: Right! But Jesus wanted Nicodemus to trust Him. Remember what Jesus 
said? (Ethel’s hand shoots up in the air, she waves it frantically.) Ethel, I 
was hoping the kids would answer.  

Ethel: They had their shot. (To the kids) Faster than I look huh? It’s the prune 
juice…get’s everything flushed— 

Agnes: Ethel! (Kids laugh) 

Sam: Jesus asked Nicodemus how he would believe heavenly things when he 
couldn’t believe the earthly things that Jesus was telling him. 

Agnes: Exactly! 

Ethel: I was gonna say that. (To Samantha) You’ve been in my prunes, haven’t 
you? 

Casey: Sooo, you told us about Nicodemus so that I would believe what 
Samantha says about the musical? 

Agnes: Oh, heavens no. Samantha is all about the drama and in her enthusiasm 
she is prone to exaggeration. 

J&B:  And superlatives! 

Sam: Hey! I am sitting right here. (Ethel pats her hand.) 

Ethel: Nicodemus chose to trust Jesus.  It’s a choice we make.  

  “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.” 

Casey: Okay, love the story Nana but I still don’t see how it applies— 

Agnes:  Well, I know that Samantha has a vibrant imagination and sometimes 
goes on and on and on— 
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Sam: (Raising her hand) Again, I’m sitting right here. (Ethel pats her hand 
again) 

Agnes: But, she knows her musicals, she has seen this one before and she loves 
her cousins. Knowing all that about Samantha, Casey, you could choose 
to— 

Ethel: TRUST! (Ethel jumps up and does a little jig) She could trust Samantha! I 
knew that’s where you were going Agnes. I should do an infomercial on 
prunes and their Brain-boosting power. 

Ben: Actually, the fibrous quality of prunes has never been linked to 
enhanced mental acuity but has been shown to improve colon — 

Jack: (Jack grabs Ben’s arm) Dude, you don’t want go there. Old people and 
colon discussions (Jack shakes his head) it never ends well.  

Casey: Right. You’re right. (Turns to Samantha) Samantha, you’re the only 
person I would trust when it comes to musicals. I know you wanted me 
to be excited and I’m sorry if I ruined your day. 

Sam: Ruined? Are you kidding? We are about to have the most extrabulous 
evening of our lives and look at you…you are bursting with excitement, 
(everyone exchanges glances) and why wouldn’t you be. The artist in 
you is screaming to go and see the most amazing sets…Samantha 
starts to pull Casey offstage) come on Casey. We have to start getting 
ready. 

Casey: Samantha, we have three hours before we leave— 

Sam: I know! We have to do our nails, and hair and mud masks…(continues to 
talk offstage.) 

Casey: (Mouthing toward the grandma’s) Help me. 

Agnes: Isn’t that sweet? Reminds me of us when we were young. 

Jack: Y’all were young? (Jack and Ben laugh) 

Ethel: Oooh, you two think that’s funny do you? (Ethel gets up and starts 
doing some ninja moves) Kung Fu Granny ATTACK! 

Ben: (Ben laughs and runs to the back of the couch) Prune Juice kicking in 
Memaw?  (Jack, Ben, and Ethel are having a mock battle.) 

Agnes: Okay, you three…boys don’t break our Ethel. If you do, I’ll never figure 
out this last text she sent me. (Flips open her phone) Ethel, what in the 
world is “Oomf wad errgle eece?” 
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Ethel and the boys are laughing and battling their way offstage. 

Ethel: It’s my thumbs…I’ve always had meaty thumbs. 

LIGHTS OUT 

Props: 
Duster 
2 Cell Phones 
Music Track for Cell Phone Ringtone  (we used "You're a Mean One, Mr. Grinch") 
5 Crazy Hats 
Storybook 
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“Big Lessons in the Big Apple: Connecting with Others” 
Day 3 of "Big Lessons in the Big Apple" 

by 
The Skitzy Chicks 

www.skitzychicks.com  
 
 

What How cool would it be if your grandmother owned a hotel in New York City? 
Casey, Jack, Samantha and Ben are just that fortunate and get to visit Grandma 
Ethel and Grandma Agnes in the busy Big Apple! They are in for some fun and 
adventure and also learn some valuable lessons along the way. 
Themes: The Woman at the Well, Reaching Out, Christ's Love, Fellowship, 
Friendship, Kids Worship, VBS 

 
Who Agnes 

Ethel 
Sam 

Casey 
Ben 
Jack 

 

 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

The setting is a hotel lobby. You can go as big or as small with the set as you'd 
like. For more ideas, see the intro video at SkitGuys.com.  
*See prop list at the end of this script. 

 
Why John 4:1-42 
 
How Ethel and Agnes are sisters and have a fun time poking at each other constantly. 

You can play these two a little over the top. If you can swing it, give them New 
York accents. Give plenty of time to rehearse with the kids. The original kids for 
the first performance of this script were ages 13 and 12. 
 
Note: Feel free to edit for time if needed. 

 
Time Approximately 10-12 minutes 
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Note to the director: 
 
The storyline in "Big Lessons in the Big Apple" is that Casey, Ben, Jack and Sam have 
come to visit their grandmothers in New York City and to perform in a puppet 
competition. When these scripts were originally written and performed, we included 
puppets for the final performance. Please feel free to edit this part of the script out. 
You may also change the talent to singing or dancing or whatever talent your actors 
may do. It was a fun up-note to end the whole series with. 
 
We used black lights and "stretch-a-belly" puppets and performed to a song called "I 
Lost My Sheep" by The Postman. You can find this song on iTunes. We also had a large 
cardboard sheep that was white and looked great in the black light. There are several 
YouTube videos on performing with black light puppets that you can watch to get 
more ideas. 
 
We hope you have as much fun performing this script as we did! 
 
Blessings, 
The Skitzy Chicks  
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Agnes is sitting on the sofa in the lobby flipping through a notebook filled with the 
bookings for the hotel. Every once in awhile she glances at her watch and looks toward 
the "elevator". Ethel enters stage left wearing a crazy hat (optional), a souvenir from 
the musical the night before.   

Ethel: (Singing loudly) IDK why you make me LOL but text me and we’ll see if 
there’s a Sim card…big enough for our love… 

Agnes: Ethel, will you please stop with the song! 

Ethel: What? It was a beautiful musical about star-crossed love. Sad yet 
romantic at the same time. 

Agnes: A cell phone falls in love with a tablet and they are kept apart by limited 
cell towers and lack of wireless internet providers…I don’t get it. 

Ethel: Wasn’t it beautiful how the phone traded his SIM card for a car adapter 
for the tablet but the tablet had already given up its wireless 
plan…(Ethel pulls out a tissue and blows loudly.)  

Agnes: At least the kiddos enjoyed it. Where are they anyway? It’s almost 11:00. 
The boy’s stomachs usually wake them up by now. 

Ethel: Oh, I already took them to breakfast and dropped them off at the 
puppet festival. They should be back soon. Charlie said he’d see them 
home. 

Agnes: Oh, that was today. How did I miss you guys going to breakfast? 

Ethel: You were lecturing the staff on proper potted palm placement.  

Agnes: Right. Long overdue. The staff loved it. Hung on my every word. 

Ethel: Really? 

Agnes: I prepared detailed notes on foliage maintenance and frond fraying. 

Ethel:  Frond fraying? 

Agnes: Yes. Certain foliage can be finicky. 

Ethel: Fraying fronds? Finicky foliage with fraying fronds? Frightening.  

Agnes eyes Ethel, suspicious. Ethel just smiles. 

Agnes: The staff were riveted…couldn’t put my notes down. 

 

PURCHASE 
SCRIPT 

TO  
REMOVE 

WATERMARK  
AT 

SKITGUYS.COM 



“Big Lessons in the Big Apple” 

 

22 
 

Ethel stares around the lobby. There are packets of paper left on the sofa, coffee table, 
floor…stuffed in the palms. She picks up a packet. 

Ethel: Someone dropped their notes. (She walks to Agnes and presents her 
with the packet. She picks another set up) Whoops. There are doodles 
on the back. It’s a palm tree attacking a fichus. Fichus won. It’s good. She 
picks up packet after packet. Agnes stomps over and grabs the pile from 
Ethel) You might take those to the restaurant…wait staff likes to have 
something for the kids to color. 

Agnes' response is interrupted by the kids running into the lobby… 

Jack: Nana, Memaw…we won first place!  

Ben: First place in our division.  

Casey: It’s still a first place. 

Sam: Yeah, and that big group from the fancy school were all attitude, talking 
smack about the “country cousins” until we totally "skooled" their lame 
show. 

Jack: And we were all, “Hey, if you want to compete come to Texas, and the 
cousins will teach you a thing or two.” 

Agnes: Well, it’s good to know that you used this opportunity to connect with 
others over a common interest. 

Casey: We connected all over their 10 year old retro puppet heads. (The kids 
whoop and high five each other.) 

Ethel: Agnes I’m pretty sure our grandkids are completely missing the point. 
You kiddos had an opportunity— 

Sam: …to dominate. 

Jack: …which we did. 

Ben: …in our division. 

Agnes: You missed an opportunity to extend a hand in friendship but it’s 
sounds as though you offered taunts instead. 

Casey: Well they started it.  

Ethel: And instead of rising above to be a shining example of Christ's love, you 
sunk to their level. 

Jack: Well, when it put it like that… 
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Ben: It’s a fairly accurate assessment of the situation. 

Jack: Dude, not helping. 

Casey: Memaw, are we suppose to just let them make fun of us? 

Ethel: Why not? It doesn’t seem to bother Agnes. 

Agnes: Ethel, what are you on about?  

Ethel: (Ignoring Agnes) Take Thursdays for example. Chef Paulie makes Agnes 
her favorite cabbage and pastrami sub for lunch. Like clockwork, two 
hours later, Agnes is sound asleep in the lobby on the sofa…snoring 
away. Loudest snores you ever heard I tell you. (Ethel imitates Agnes 
snoring. The kids start to giggle.) 

Agnes: Ethel, that’s just silly.  

Ethel: A more melodic snore you have never heard. Charlie, starts to sing 
along. Adds a little harmony, even.  

Agnes: She is making that up. 

Ethel: Mary, the concierge, plays the bell…if it’s not too overpowering. The 
volume of Agnes' snores depends on how much cabbage was in the 
sub. 

Agnes: That’s the most ridiculous thing… 

Ethel: It’s has become an attraction of sorts due to the unexpected musicality 
of your Nana’s nasal cavities and rapidly vibrating punching bag thingy 
that hangs down in the throat— 

Ben: The uvula! 

Ethel: Bless you! (The kids giggle. Ethel whispers loudly)Agnes snores have 
been known to scale two octaves, no less. I know, impressive for a 
woman of Agnes’ advanced years. 

 There are some though, that do not appreciate the talented tonal 
quality of Agnes nasal cavities. They laugh, even ridicule her drooling 
form at times.  

Agnes: I do not drool. 

Ethel: But do you see Agnes over-reacting upon waking from her cabbage 
induced stupor? No. 
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Agnes: Are you going to somehow connect this absurd story to me being a 
shining example of Christ's love? Cause I’m waiting. 

Ethel: The point is that we have all been given opportunities to show how 
Christ in our life makes a difference in how we react and interact. You 
will not see Agnes lash out at her fellow musicians, or those who gather 
for her concerts, so to speak. Does she blame Paulie for his outstanding 
Cabbage subs… 

Agnes: …or her sister for telling outrageous tales. (Ethel nods her head and 
mouths “it’s all true.”) 

Ben: So, you’re saying that we should have ignored the school kids? 

Ethel: Even better…you could have told them about Texas, talked to them 
about being cousins, and how you started your puppet team. 

Agnes: Ask them how long they have been a team. People love to talk about 
themselves, it’s a great way to break the ice. Oooh, Ethel I have the 
perfect Bible story. I can still hear it told by my first Sunday School 
teacher Mr. Howard J. Abernathy. We called him Mr. Abner. 

Ethel: Ooh, you’re thinking to tell them about Jesus and Matthew… 

Agnes: No… 

Ethel: The parable of the mustard seed then… 

Agnes: No… 

Ethel: Well, then Jonah and Nineveh… 

Agnes: No… 

Ethel: Well then you got me… 

Agnes: The story of The Woman at the Well. 

Ethel: (A few beats behind) The Woman at the Well! I knew that’s where you 
were headed Agnes. Alright kiddo’s let’s settle in. (The kids and Ethel 
settle in on the sofa for “story time.”) 

Lights down; Cue Video 

Note: If you are using the video with the narration, then omit the next lines until "lights 
up".  
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Agnes: So you know that Jesus did a lot of really great things while He was on 
the earth. And word of Him spread around quickly because He was 
healing people and teaching about God in a way that made people sit 
up and take notice. There was something different about Him. Well, one 
time Jesus and his disciples were travelling and they stopped near a well 
to get some rest. While they were there, the disciples went into the 
nearest town to find some food, but Jesus stays there at the well. While 
he was there a woman comes by to get some water. She was a 
Samaritan. Now who remembers something about Samaritans?  

Jack: Jesus told the story about The Good Samaritan. 

Agnes: That’s right! What else? 

Ben: Jews and Samaritans did not get along. 

Agnes: You are correct. 

Sam: But why wouldn’t Jesus get along with her? 

Agnes: Oh, Jesus got along with everyone. But he was a Jew, so everybody else 
thought it was a bad idea for Him to talk to someone from Samaria. But 
did that stop Jesus? (All kids say “no”) No it didn’t.  

 So there’s Jesus by the well and this woman starts to get her own water 
when Jesus says to her, “Would you mind getting a drink for me?” The 
woman knows he’s a Jew and says, “You’re a Jew and I’m a Samaritan. 
Don’t you know we’re not supposed to be talking to each other?” 

 Well, Jesus tells her, “If you only knew the gift and generosity of God, 
you would ask me for living water.” The woman did not understand what 
he meant and said, “But you don’t even have a bucket to send down the 
well to give me water, and that well is pretty deep, let me tell ya.”  

 "All who drink this water will thirst again," said Jesus. "Whoever drinks 
My water won't thirst. My water flows like a fountain, giving eternal life!" 
And the woman begged Jesus to give her living water so she would 
never have to come to the well again! But then Jesus began to tell her 
things about her life. Things that a complete stranger shouldn’t know. 
Jesus told her about all the mistakes she’d made and, let me tell ya, she 
made a lot of mistakes.  

 “You must be a prophet!” said the woman. They talked about how Jews 
and Samaritans worshipped God differently and the woman said, “I 
know that when the Messiah comes, he’ll explain it all to us.” 

 And Jesus says, “Guess what? I am He. I’m the Messiah!” And the woman 
ran back to the village and told everybody who she met and what he 
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said and all the people came back to the well to meet Jesus! And 
because of her faith and because she told others about who she met, 
many people came to know Jesus.  

LIGHTS UP.  

Ethel and the kids have Statue of Liberty hats on and are eating hotdogs. Feel free to 
change these props if you are unable to get them. 

Agnes: When did you? How did you get the hot—“ 

Ethel: There's a vendor right outside. Great story Agnes…and it’s true. See 
kids, what would have happened if the Samaritan woman had heard the 
things Jesus had told her and not shared with others?  

Agnes: What opportunities do we miss everyday to share Christ with others? 

Jack: I guess we missed our opportunity huh? 

Ben: Not necessarily. 

All Kids: What? What do you mean? What are you talking about Ben? Yea, we 
totally blew it. 

Ben: We won first place in our division. This afternoon we compete for best in 
show with all the other division winners. I believe “fancy school” won in 
the storytelling division. 

Ethel: There you go. Opportunity. Why don’t we invite “fancy school” back to 
the hotel for a celebratory dessert?  

Agnes: That is a wonderful idea Ethel! Hey kids could you show us your winning 
performance? (Kids jump up excited, and get ready for puppets.) What 
song did you win with anyway? 

Sam: “I Lost My Sheep.” 

Ethel: Oooh, dear sweetheart. What does it look like? Is it a toy? I’ll ask 
Charlie… 

Casey: Memaw, that’s the name of the song. 

Ethel: What is? 

Jack: (Yelling from behind the curtain) I Lost My Sheep 

Ethel: Oh, dear you too, Jack? Agnes, kids these days seem to have a hard time 
focusing on— 
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Agnes: (Grabs Ethel’s arm and pulls her to the side) Ethel, just watch the show. 

Cue Track: Kids perform “I Lost my Sheep” 

Agnes and Ethel clapping enthusiastically.  

Agnes: That’s was wonderful. I can see why my grandkids and great niece and 
nephew won first place. 

Ben: In our division. 

All: We know! 

Agnes: Alright. We better get going or we’ll miss the finals. (Everyone heads for 
the door. Samantha and Ethel are the last to leave.) 

Sam: Storytelling is okay, but the music division is my absolute favorite 
Memaw. It’s the most fun.  

Ethel: Well, then you’ll love tomorrow sweetheart. 

Sam: Why? What’s tomorrow? 

Ethel: Thursday. Cabbage Meatball Sub. (Samantha giggles.) 

Agnes: Ethel! 

LIGHTS OUT 
 

Prop List: 

Notebook 
Crazy hat (optional) 
Tissue 
Pieces of paper with drawings 
Storybook 
5 Statue of Liberty Hats  
5 Hot Dogs 
3 "Stretch-a-Belly" puppets 
1 Cardboard Cutout Sheep on a stick 
Song- "I Lost My Sheep" by The Postman 
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