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a script from 

 “A Voice in the Night”  
by 

Tracy Wells 
 
 

What This script is a dramatization of the scripture, The Lord Calls Samuel. It tells the 
story of a young boy Eli, who hears God calling out to him at night. 
 
Themes: Listening, Obeying, God’s Call, Kids Ministry 

 
Who Samuel 

Eli 
Voice of God (offstage) 

  

 
When Bible Times 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

2 padded mats or short cots 
Candle with flickering flame 
Biblical attire 

 
Why 1 Samuel 3-6 
 
How This skit is easy to perform, with no special lighting or sound effects. Dimmer 

lights or blue lighting could give the feeling of nighttime but is not necessary. 
 
Time Approximately 5 minutes 
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At start of scene, Eli enters, weak and limping with age. 

Eli: It’s the end of another day the Lord has granted me. I am weak and 
weary, but grateful that the Lord has spared me once more. (Turns to 
call offstage) Samuel, come. It’s time for bed. 

Samuel enters, with youthful energy. 

Samuel: But I’m not ready for bed, Sir.  

Eli: How can you not be ready? You worked all day in the temple—fetching 
water, scrubbing floors, giving food to the needy. Surely you must be 
exhausted. 

Samuel: My work fills me with strength and joy, Sir. I am filled with energy, not 
fatigue. 

Eli: (crosses to his mat/cot and sits) How wonderful for you, Samuel. But I 
am an old man and I need my rest. So, you must also go to bed now if I 
am to get the rest I need. 

Samuel: Of course, Sir. I always do as I am commanded. (Crosses to his mat/cot 
and lays down) Goodnight, Sir.    

Eli: Goodnight, Samuel. (Closes his eyes and falls asleep) 

Samuel: (aside to himself as he stares upward, not sleeping) How can I sleep 
when there are so many wonderful things to occupy my mind? There 
are so many wonderful people and beautiful things to see and do.  

He continues to stare upward lost in thought. After a moment, the Voice of God is 
heard. 

Voice: Samuel! 

Samuel: (sits up suddenly) Yes, Sir? (Stands up and crosses to Eli) Here I am. You 
called me? 

Eli: (stirring, sleepily) I did not call you.  

Samuel: But I heard you call my name. 

Eli: I tell you, I didn’t call you, Samuel. Go back and lie down. (Rolls over and 
goes back to sleep) 

Samuel: Yes, Sir. (Crosses back to his mat/cot and lays down) I could’ve sworn I 
heard my master call my name. (Putting his hands behind his head) It 
must have been my imagination getting the best of me.  
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He continues to stare upward lost in thought. After a moment, the Voice of God is 
heard. 

Voice: Samuel! 

Samuel: (sitting up, suddenly) Here I am! (Stands up and crosses to Eli) Here I am. 
You called me? 

Eli: (rolls toward Samuel, annoyed) My boy, I did not call you. Why do you 
keep disturbing my slumber? 

Samuel: I heard you call my name. It was as clear as if you were standing over my 
bed. 

Eli: I assure you that I did not call you. Now go back and lie down. (Closes 
his eyes and falls asleep) 

Samuel: Yes, Sir. (Crosses back to his mat/cot and lays down) Am I hearing 
things? I was so sure my master called me that time. (Rolls over onto his 
side) Maybe I’m more tired than I thought.  

Closes his eyes. After a moment, the Voice of God is heard. 

Voice: Samuel! 

Samuel: (sitting up, suddenly) Here I am! (Stands up and crosses to Eli) Here I am. 
You called me? 

Eli: (sits up, with some effort) Samuel, what is the matter with you? This is 
the third time you woke me up. 

Samuel: I heard you call my name. 

Eli: I’ve already told you twice before, I did not call you. 

Samuel: But I could’ve sworn I heard a man call my name. 

Eli: (offhandedly) Maybe it was the wind. Or maybe it was— (Stops 
suddenly and grabs Samuel’s arm) My dear boy, I know who was calling 
your name! 

Samuel: You do? 

Eli: (stands, excitedly) Don’t you see? It must have been the Lord himself. 

Samuel: The Lord? 

Eli: Yes. The Lord watches over us all. 
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Samuel: Why would the Lord speak to me? 

Eli: I don’t know. (Walks Samuel back to his mat/cot and sits him down) But 
you must lie down and wait for him to speak to you again. If he does, 
you must say “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.” Do you 
understand? 

Samuel: Yes, Sir. (Lays down as Eli crosses back to his mat/cot and lays down, 
closes his eyes and goes to sleep) What could the Lord want with me?  

He continues to stare upward lost in thought. After a moment, the Voice of God is 
heard. 

Voice: Samuel! 

Samuel: (sitting up suddenly, and looking around) Speak Lord, your servant is 
listening. 

Voice: (a bright light shines from above or offstage) See, I am about to do 
something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears about 
it tingle. At that time, I will carry out against Eli everything I spoke 
against his family—from beginning to end. For I told him that I would 
judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his sons 
blasphemed God, and he failed to restrain them. Therefore, I swore to 
the house of Eli, the guilt of Eli’s house will never be atoned for by 
sacrifice or offering. 

Samuel: I hear you, Lord. (Bright light goes out. Samuel crosses to his mat/cot 
and sits) Can I really tell my master what the Lord has told me—that the 
Lord will judge his family for the sins they have done? Eli has always 
been kind to me. I wish it was not I who had to bring such somber news. 

Eli: (begins to stir, weakly) Samuel. 

Samuel: (stands and looks around, expectantly) Speak Lord, your servant is 
listening. 

Eli: (sits up, chuckling) No, my dear boy, it is only Eli who calls you now. 

Samuel: (crossing to Eli, sadly) Yes, Sir. Here I am. 

Eli: Did the Lord speak to you? 

Samuel: (looking down) Yes, he did. 

Eli: (excitedly) What was it he said to you? 

Samuel: (looking away) I don’t wish to tell you. 
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Eli: (grabbing Samuel’s arm and turning him back to face him) Do not hide 
it from me! May God deal with you, be it ever so severely, if you hide 
from me anything he told you. 

Samuel: Alright. (Taking Eli’s hand) He told me that he will soon carry out his 
judgement against you and your family—that he will judge your family 
forever because of the sins of your sons and because you knew what 
they were doing and did not stop them. 

Eli: (dropping Samuel’s hands and turning away) I see. 

Samuel: (sitting next to Eli) I’m sorry, Sir. I did not want to tell you.    

Eli: (turning back to Samuel) Do not worry, my son. What is done, is done. 
The voice that spoke to you is the Lord. Let him do what is good in his 
eyes. 

Samuel: I wonder why the Lord chose to speak to me? 

Eli: (taking Samuel’s hand) You are special in his eyes. Each and every one of 
us are. From now on you must listen when for the Lord to call you, for he 
could call you at any time. And when you hear that voice in the night 
you must listen and heed his call. Do you understand? 

Samuel: (smiling) I do.  

Lights out. 
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