A script from

What

Who

When

Wear
(Props)

How

Time

“Before We Get Off This Ship”
by

Curt Cloninger

William Bradford, transported through time, explains the history and
importance of the Mayflower Compact...and the importance of being united.
This script is perfect for a Thanksgiving event or even a July 4th celebration at
your church. Themes: Thanksgiving, America, Faith, Courage, Mayflower, History
William Bradford

Present

Period costume- late 1500's

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

This is a script for a more experienced actor. It is important that the actor be a
good storyteller and immerse himself into the character. It is helpful to have a
director or someone who is skilled to watch and give helpful feedback. Feel free
to edit content for time.

Approximately 10-15 minutes
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"Before We Get Off This Ship"

lia r udie Ve
. e e yself, i e f
...I must say,  am not entirely familiar with the strange, but

splendid manner in which you are attired. | have been...summoned
here by (pulls a scrap of paper from his pocket and read’s the Pastor of
Z ... (Pastor’s
stor) My goodness.

know not what strange...powers this good Pastor possesses to be able
to summon me thus. (Addressing the Pastor)Good Sir, what day is
today? (Waits for the answer JTuesday. Ah. And the year? (Waits for the
answer)Oh. My. P eltime is out of joint, as Mr.
Shakespeare has writt t of joint. AlImost four hundred
years, by my quick rec ppose before anything else
happens, | should get (to Pastor )with your kind
permission, of course, Sir. Yes, well...my story.

Born in 1590 in Yorkshire to wealth

m .0
S. sp
k God, for that.

Years passed and | found myself a young man throwing in my lot with a
pack of so-called “religious renegades”. We dared to question the
authority of the King of England over our church. Which, of course, was

h i t rovefbial b ew e
t lla

parents, who named me William,
i chelor
n ible, mostly.

is nathing to,fear i I xcep aps,
overabundance of tulips”. We were wrong. The hounding continued.
Only the language changed. Dutch.

| had acquired a wife,
simply wanted to live
church, wanted. But,

would pay for our transport with several years of indentured labor in an
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"Before We Get Off This Ship"

lony/@f\Virginia:
be o worshi
i ement.

ere were about forty of us Pilgrims, set for the journey. There were
other travelers, not from our church. We chose to call them “Strangers”.
To be sure, these Strangers were probably interested as much in

i ere, for the
rs. About sixty

- sailors, soldiers,
Atlantic Ocean in

two ships. It was... (with a chuckle )a fool-proof plan.

Our ships were called the May-Flower and the Speed-Well. Poorly
named, the secon i ..speed well. It sprang a leak, and
both ships were forcedto return to England. We loaded, all of us, onto
the one ship, the May-Flowe Dst time, many days. And,

sailing an unwieldy ship into the

teeth of the winter winds.

If possible, at this point, the actor walks into the audience, as if walking into the ship

he describ 3 e L fthe ship
‘ el . engers,
all crowded into a small area, twenty by fifty feet. The roof so low that a

as he desci
man over five feet tall was always bent. The coming winter weather so

stretched out to over two months.

The actor stands on a chair, now on the stage, as if on the prow of the ship, looking out

But, always before u
People, a settleme
simple civilization.

nd of the journey, beckoning.
, inVirginia. Warmth, and light, and
| we had to do was get there.

The actor gets down from the chair, in ‘quasi defeat”
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was.kin t. No shelter. N ilization. Ne,p .

weldam st bleak ezi in, a cert
fteptwomon gh'seas, in sti ters, wedon

release from the ship. But we dared not depart. The shelter of the ship

was minimal, but at least it was shelter. And, we knew not if there were
enemies, unseen, waiting to attack us in the woods. Fear, and the threat
Pilgrims, and
rrived at our

t had brought us
thers of the
Strangers, and some of the sailors, had no such faith. Their desire was to
leave the ship, no matter what, and to live under the banner of “Every
Man for Himself”The leaders among us knew that we were, all of us,
Pilgrims and Stran i or our very existence, our lives.
We knew that unless hel :

agreement of living and goveérnance Was made between us all, we
would not survive.

And so, before we could even get off the ship, we were forced to sit and
discuss our options for survival. This was no theoretical or idle

I. And,
known as

That first winter, off the ship building primitive huts, scrounging for
food...it was hard. Half of us died, my wife among them. But, the rest of
us lived. We survived. And eventually, over the coming years, our

ent r au st
ompact, that'thi st a
the ggodness and Provide of

The actor now crosses into the audience once again, this time to make his final
speech. He acknowledges the Pastor again.

a
d

- I know not how- by the good
f his pocket and looks at it for a
legible scribble, that the winds of

And now | find myself
Pastor. (Pulls the Pas ote o
moment )He tells m

note, to encourage all of you to work, and to dream, in compact
together.

l. speech- on th fore
signed our Com . od Pastor wants a
speech. So, i ,i Id be, in essence,
same e ielijs ip.

would say simply this:

! <D
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We have, all of us, come from different places, with different challenges
and dreams. We have arrived here, in this place, not necessarily of our

o Xp B e, this so, a place of
h .a place of expec
i f ouk jo y/has been easy. But, all great and honorable

actions are accompanied with difficulties, and both must be enterprised
and overcome with answerable courage. There is change afoot. We are
washed up on this Western Shore. But, let us not fear. Let us have

mmon ground. And, if we will but
will grow, each in our own
anted, and we will grow.

And, years from now, looking back, may we realize that all of us, people
of good will, have created a legacy. We will be remembered because we
have agreed that we are better together than separately.

REMOVE
WATERMAR
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